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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A Cory of the Proceedings of the 
Governor and Aſſembly of Jamaica, 
in the diſpoſal of the Maroons (print- 
ed in that iſland by authority) hav- 
ing found its way to the preſs in 
London, I was prevailed on to pro- 
miſe an introductory diſcourſe to be 
prefixed to the preſent edition, con- 
taining ſome account of the Maroon 
War; with ſuch obſervations as oc- 
curred to me, during a long ac- 
quaintance with thoſe people, con- 
cerning their ſituation, character, 
and manners. This account is now 
preſented to the reader. It was writ- 
ten, and partly printed, previous to 
the late unexpected diſcuſſion in the 
Houſe of Commons *. My principal 
inducement in compiling it was the 
* 21ſt October, 
gratification 


* 


gratification of the publick curioſity; 
but I have now a much ſtronger 
motive for haſtening its publication. 
The good Faith and Honour, the 
Humanity and Juſtice, of the Go- 
vernment of Jamaica, in the conduct 
of this affair, have been queſtioned 
by high authority“, before the Par- 
liament of Great Britain. It is pre- 
ſumed that the following ſheets will 
enable the reader to form a correct 
judgment on the whole proceedings, 
Jam not conſcious of having ſup- 
preſſed a ſingle circumſtance neceſ- 
ſary to be known, or aſſerted any 
one fact which I do not believe to 
be true. 

B. EDWARDS. 


LoN Do, 
7th November 1796. 


* Mr. Fox. 


—— 


SECTION I. 


AMAICA, as every one 'knows, was con 
quered from the Spaniards, during the 
protectorate of Cromwell, in the year 165 2 
by an armament under the command of Ad- 
miral Penn and General Venables. The Spa- 
niſh inhabitants are ſaid to have poſſeſſed, 
before the attack, about 1 ,500 enſlaved 
Africans, moſt of whom, on the ſurrender of 
their maſters, retreated to the mountains; from' 
whenee they made frequent excurſions to 
haraſs the Engliſh. Major-general Sedge- 
wick, one of the Britiſh othcers, in a letter 
to Secretary Thurloe (1656) predicts, that 
theſe blacks would prove a thorn in the ſides 
of the Engliſh. He adds, that they gave n 
quarter to his men, but deſtroyed them 
whenever they found opportunity; ſcarce 2 
week paſſing without their murdering one or 
more of them; and as the ſoldiers became 
more confident and careleſs, the negroes grew 
more enterpriſing and bloody- minded. Hava 
ing no moral ſenſe,” continues he, and 
not * what the laws and cuſ—- 
a *© toms 


1120 
<* toms of civil nations mean, we know not 
* how to capitulate or treat with any of them. 
But be aſſured, they muſt either be deſtroy- 
ed, or brought in, upon ſome terms or 
* other; or elſe they will prove a great dif- 
« couragement to the ſettling the country.” 
What he foretold ſoon came to paſs. At the 
latter part of the ſame year (1656) the army 
gained ſome trifling ſucceſs againſt them; but 
this was immediately afterwards ſeverely re- 
taliated by the laughter of forty ſoldiers, cut 
off as they were careleſsly rambling from 
their quarters. A detachment was immediately 
ſent in purſuit of the enemy, which came. 
up with and killed ſeven or eight of them; 
but they {ſtill found means means to hold 
out, until being hard preſſed the year fol- 
lowing by Colonel D'Oyley, who, by his 
final overthrow of the Spaniards, had taken 
from them all hope of future ſucoour from 
their ancient maſters, they became very much 
ſtreightened for want of proviſions and am- 
munition. The main body, under the com- 
mand of a negro named Juan de Bolas {whoſe 
place of retreat in the pariſh of Clarendon ſtill 
retains his name) at length ſolicited for peace, 
and ſurrendered to the Engliſh on terms of 


7 pardon 


G) 
pardon and freedom. A large party, however, 
(who had now acquired the name of Ma- 
roons ®) remained in their retreats within the 
mountains; where they not only augmented 
their numbers by natural increaſe, but, after 
the iſland became thicker ſown with planta« 
tions, they were frequently reinforced by fu- 
gitive ſlaves. At length they grew confi- 
dent enough of their force to undertake 
deſcents upon the interior planters, many of 
whom they murdered, from time to time, 
without the leaſt provocation ; and by their 
barbarities and outrages intimidated the whites 
from venturing to any - conſiderable diſtance 
from the ſea coaſt. 
In' 1663 the Liest 0 Sir 

Charles Lyttelton, and his council, 'ifſued & 

* The word 6gnifies, among the Spaniſh | Americans, . 
cording to Mr. Long, Hog-bunters : the woods abounding with 
the wild boar, and the purſuit of them conſtituting the chief em- 
ployment of fugitive negroes. Marr@no is the Spaniſh word for 
à young pig. The following is the derivation, however, given in 
the Encyclopelie, article Maron: On appelle marons, dans les 
iſles Frangoiſes les nEgres fugitifs. Ce terme vient du mot Eſ- 
pagnol Simaran qui ſigniſie un Singe. Les Eſpagnols crurent” 
ne devoir pas faire plus d'honneur à leurs malheureux eſclaves 
tuguifs, que de les appeller fnges, bar ſe retiroĩent 
comme ces animaux aux ſonds des bois et n'en fſortoient que 
pour cueillir des fruits qui ſe trouyoient dans les lieux les plug- 
voiſins de leur retrait,” 


a'2 - proclamation, 


. * 
proclamation, offering a full pardon, twenty 
acres of land, and freedom from all manner 
of ſlavery, to each of them who ſhould ſur- 
render. But I do not find that any of them were 
inclined to accept the terms offered, or quit 
their ſavage way of life. On the contrary; they 
were better pleaſed with the more ample 
range they poſſeſſed in the woods, where their 
hunting grounds were not yet encroached upon 
by ſettlements. They took effectual care, in- 
deed, that no ſettlement ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
near them; for they butchered every white 
family that ventured to ſeat itſelf any conſi- 
derable diſtance inland. When the Governor 
perceived that the proclamation wrought no 
effect, Juan de Bolas, who was now made 
Colonel of the Black Regiment, was ſent to 
endeavour their reduction; but in the proſe- 
cution of this ſervice he fell into an ambuſ- 
cade, and was cut to pieces. In March, 1664, 
Captain Colbeck, of the white militia, was em- 
ployed for the ſame purpoſe. He went by ſea 
to the north fide ; and, having gained ſome ad- 
vantages over the Maroons, he returned with 
one who pretended to treat for the reſt. This 
embaſſy, however, was only calculated to 
amuſe the whites, and gain ſome reſpite, for 

„ | the 


(v1 

the Maroons no ſooner found themſelves in a 
condition to act, and the white inhabitants lull- 
ed into ſecurity, than they began to renew hoſ- 
tilities, murdering, as before, every white per- 
ſon, without diſtinction of ſex or age, wow 
came within their reach. 

In this way they continued to diftrefs the 
iſland for upward of forty years, during which 
time forty- four acts of Aſſembly were paſſed, 
and at leaſt C. 240, ooo expended for their ſup- 
preſſion. In 1730 they were grown ſo for- 
midable, under a very able general, named 
Cudjoe, that it was found expedient to 
ſtrengthen the colony againſt them by two 
regiments of regular troops, which were af< 
terwards formed into independent companies; 
and employed, with other hired parties; andthe 


whole body of militia, in their reduction. Ii 


the year 1734 Captain Stoddart, who com- 
manded one of theſe parties, projected and exe- 
cuted with great ſucceſs, anattack of the Maroon 
windward town, called Nauny, fituate on one 
of the higheſt mountains in the iſland. © Hav- 
ing provided ſome portable ſwivel guns, he 
ſilently approached, and reached within a ſmall 
Ae of their quarters undiſcovered; After 

a 3 halting, 
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halting, for ſome time, he began to aſcend by 
the only path leading to their town. He 
found it ſteep, rocky, and difficult, and not 
wide enough to admit the paſſage of two 
perſons abreaſt. However, he ſurmounted 
theſe obſtacles; and. having gained a ſmall 
eminence, commanding the huts in which the 
negroes were aſleep, he fixed his little train of 
artillery to the beſt advantage, and fired upon 
them ſo briſkly, that many were lain in their 
habitations, and ſeveral more threw themſelves 
headlong down precipices. Captain Stoddart 
purſued the advantage, killed numbers, took 
many priſoners, and in ſhort ſo completely de- 
ſtroyed, or routed the whole body, that they 
were unable afterwards to effect any enterprize 


of moment in this quarter of the iſland. 


About the ſame time another party of the 
blacks, having perceived that a body of the 
militia ſtationed at the barrack of Bagnel's 
thicket, in St. Mary's pariſh, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Charlton, ſtrayed heedleſsly 
from their quarters, and kept no order, formed 
a project to cut them off, and whilſt the 
officers were at dinner, attended by a very 
few of their men, the Maroons ruſhed ſud- 


denly 


8 

denly from the adjacent woods and attacked 
them. Several pieces were diſcharged, the 
report of which alarmed the militia, who im- 
diately ran to their arms, and came up in time 
to reſcue their officers from deſtruction. The 
Maroons were repulſed, and forced to take 
ſhelter in the woods, but the militia did not 
think fit to purſue them. Some rumours of 
this ſkirmiſh reached Spaniſh Town, which is 
diſtant from the ſpot about thirty miles; and, 
as all the circumſtances were not known, the 
inhabitants were thrown into the moſt dreadful 
alarm, from apprehenſions that the Maroons 
had defeated Charlton, and were in full march 
to attack the town, Aſcough, then” com- 
mander in chief, participating” in the general 
panick, ordered the trumpets to "ſound, the 
drums to beat, and in a few hours collected a 
body of horſe and foot, who went to meet the 
enemy. On the ſecond day after their de- 
parture they came to a place where, by the 
fires which Temained unextinguiſhed, they 
ſuppoſed the Maroons had lodged the pre- 
ceding night. They therefore followed the 
track, and ſoon after got fight of them. Cap- 
tain Edmunds, who commanded the detach- 
ment, diſpoſed his men for action; but the 

a 4 Maroons 
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Maroons declined engaging, and fled different 
ways. Several of them, however, were lain 
in the purſuit, and others made priſoners, 
Theſe two victories reduced their ſtrength, and 
filled them with ſo much terror that they never 


afterwards appeared in any conſiderable body, 


nor dared to make any ſtand ; indeed, from 
the commencement of the war till this pe- 
riod, they had not once ventured a pitched 
battle, but ſkulked about the ſkirts of remote 
plantations, ſurpriſing ſtragglers, and murder- 
ing the whites by two or three at a time, or 
when they were too few to make any reſiſt- 
ance. By night, they ſeized the favourable 
opportunity that darkneſs gave them, of ſteal- 
ing into the ſettlements, where they ſet fire to 


cane | fields and out-houſes, killed all the cattle 


they could find, and carried the ſlaves into 
captivity. By this daſtardly method of con- 
ducting the war, they did infinite miſchief to 
the whites, without much expoſing their wn 


| perſons to danger, for they always cautiouſly 


avoided. fighting, except with a number fo 
diſproportionally inferior to themſelves as 
to afford them à pretty ſure expectation 
of victory. They knew every ſecret ave- 
nue of the country; ſo that they could 

either 


1 
; 
L 


Ann, St. Elizabeth, Weſtmorland, Hanover, 


(ix ) 
either conceal themſelves from purſuit, or 
ſhift their ravages from place to place, 
as circumſtances required. Such were the 
many diſadvantages under which the Engliſh 
had to deal with thoſe deſultory foes ; who 
were not reducible by any regular plan of 
attack; who poſſeſſed no plunder to allure or 
reward the aſſailants ; nor had any thing to loſe, 
except life, and a wild and ſavage freedom. 
Previous to the ſucceſſes above mentioned, the 
diſtreſs into which the planters were thrown, 
may be collected from the ſenſe which thelegiſ- 
lature of Jamaica expreſſed in ſome of their 
acts. In the year 1733, they ſet forth, “ that 
the Maroons had, within a few years, greatly 
increaſed, notwithitanding all the meaſures 
that had then been concerted; and made uſe of, 
for their ſuppreſſion ; in particular, that they 
had grown very formidable in the North Eaſt, 
North Weſt, and South Weſtern diſtricts of 
the iſland, to the great terror of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in thoſe parts, who had 
greatly ſuffered by the frequent robberies, 
murders, and depredations committed by 
them; that in the pariſhes of Clarendon, St. 
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(x) 
and St. James's, they were conſiderably mul- 
tiphed, and had large ſettlements among the 
mountains, and leaſt acceſſible parts; whence 
they plundered all around them, and cauſed 
ſeveral plantations to be thrown up and aban- 
doned, and prevented many valuable tracts of 
land from being cultivated, to the great pre- 
zudice and diminution of his Majeſty's reve- 
nue, as well as of the trade, navigation, and 
con ſumption of Britiſh manufactures; and to 
the manifeſt weakening, arid preventing fur- 
ther increafe of ſtrength and inhabitants, in 
the iſland.” We may learn from hence, what 
extenfive miſchief may be perpetrated by the 
moſt deſpicable and cowardly enemy. The 
Aſſembly, perceiving that the employment of 
flying parties had proved ineffectual, by the 
length of their marches, the difficulty of ſub- 


| fiſting them in the woods for ſo long a time as 


the ſervice required, and the facility with 
which the Maroons cluded their purſuit, or- 
dered ſeveral defenfible houſes, or barracks, 
fortified with baſtions, to be erected in dif- 
ferent parts, as near as poſſible to the enemy's 
moft favourite haunts : in every one of theſe 


they placed a ſtrong garriſon, who were regu- 
larly 


Cf: 
larly ſubſiſted, and roads of communication 
were opened from one to the other. Theſe 
garriſons were compoſed of white and black 
ſhot and baggage negroes, who were all duly 
trained. Every captain was allowed a pay of 
ten pounds, the lieutenants each five pounds, 
ſerjeants four pounds, and privates two 
pounds per month. They were ſubjected to 
rules and articles of war; and the whole body 
put under the Governor's immediate order, 
to be employed, conjunctly or ſeparately, as 
he ſhould ſee occaſion. Their general plan of 
duty, as directed by the law, was to make excur- 
ſions from the barracks, ſcower the woods and 
mountains, and deſtroy the proviſion gardens 
and haunts of the Maroons ; and that they 
might not return without effecting ſome ſer- 
vice, they were required to take twenty days 
proviſion with them on every ſuch expedi- 
tion. Every barrack, beſides, was furniſhed 
with a pack of dogs, provided by the church- 
wardens of the reſpective pariſhes; it being 
foreſeen that theſe animals would prove ex- 
tremely ſerviceable, not only in guarding 
againſt furprizes in the night, but in tracking 
the enemy, 
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This arrangement was the moſt judicious Wl 


hitherto contrived for their effectual redue- 
tion; for ſo many fortreſſes, ſtationed in the 
very centre of their uſual retreats,, well ſup- 


a conſtant. and vigorous annoyance, and in 
ſhort became the chief means of bringing Wi 
on that treaty which afterwards put an end to 
this tireſome war. 4 

About the year 1737, the Aſſembly relobves 
on taking two hundred of the Moſquito In- 


dians into their pay, to. haſten the ſuppreſſion 


of the Maroons. They paſſed an act for ren- 
dering free Negroes, Mulattoes, and In- 
dians more uſeful, and forming them into 
companies, with proper encouragements. 
Some {loops were diſpatched to the Moſquito 
ſhore ; and that number of Indians was 
brought into the iſland; formed into compa- 
nies under their own oticers, and allowed 
forty ſhillings a. month far pay, beſides ſhoes 
and other articles. White guides were aſſign- 
ed to conduct them to the enemy, and they 


gave proofs of great ſagacity in this ſervice. 


It was their practice to obſerve the moſt 
profound 


G 
profound ſilence in marching to the enemy's 
quarters ; and when they had once hit upon 
a track, they were ſure to diſcover the haunt 
Wto which it led. They effected conſiderable 
Wſcrvice, and were, indeed, the moſt proper 

troops to be employed in that ſpecies of ac- 
Wrion, which is known in America by the name 
f /-/fghtmg. They were well rewarded 
Wor their good conduct, and afterwards diſ- 
Wnifſed to their own country, when the paci- 
fication took place with the Maroons. 
In r 738, Governor Trelawney, by the ad- 
vice of the principal gentlemen of the 
iſland, propoſed overtures of peace with 
he Maroon chiefs. Both parties were now 
on heartily wearied out with this tedious 
onflict. The white inhabitants wiſhed re- 
lief from the horrors of continual alarms, the 
hardſhip of military duty, and the intolerable * 
burthen of maintaining the army. The Ma- 
roons were not leſs anxious for an accommo- 
dation: they were hemmed in, and cloſely 
beſet on all fides ; their proviſions deſtroyed, 
and themſelves reduced to ſo miſerable a con- 
dition, by famine and inceſſant attacks, that 


Cudjoe 
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Cudjoe afterwards declared, that if peace had 
not been offered to them, theyhad no choice left 
but either to be ſtarved, lay violent hands on 
themſelves, or ſurrender to the Engliſh at diſere- 
tion. The extremity of their caſe, however, was 
not at that time known to the white inhabitants, 
and their number was ſuppoſed to be twice as 
great as it was afterwards found to be. The 
articles of pacification (which I have ſubjoin- 
ed) were therefore ratified with the Maroon 
chiefs, and fifteen hundred acres of land 
aſſigned to one body of them *, and one 
thouſand acres to another, which the legiſlature 


ſecured to them and their poſterity in perpe- Wl 


tuity. The Aſſembly, by ſubſequent laws, Wil 
augmented the premium allowed the Maroons BE 
for apprehending fugitive ſlaves, to- three 
pounds per head ; and they paſſed many other 


This was the body that ſettled in Trelawney Town, 
and are the anceſtors of thoſe who have lately taken up 
arms. The other Maroon negroes were thoſe of Acom- 
pong Town, Crawford Town, and Nauny Town, to each 
of which lands were allotted. The aggregate number, in 


1795, was about 1600, men, women, aad children. 


regulations 


t wv ) 

Wrcgulations for their better government and 
protection, for preventing their purchaling and 
narbouring negro ſlaves, and for directing in what 
manner they ſhould be tried in the. caſe of fe- 
lony, and other crimes, committed againſt the 
whites , and thus an end was at length hap- 


pily 


1 On complaint made, on oath, to a juſtice of peace, of 
s felony, burglary, robbery, or other offence whatſoever, 
ing been committed by Maroon negroes, he is required to 
ant a warrant to apprehend the offenders, and to have all 
d 8 xerſons brought before him, or ſome other juſtice, that can give 
vidence; and if, upon examination, it appears that there are 
grounds for publick trial, the juſtice is to commit the accuſed, 
nlefs the offence be bailable, and bind over the witneſſes. 
hey are to be tried where the quarter ſeſſions are held, or 
ere parochial buſineſs is uſually tranſacted, in the fal- 
dwing manner: The juſtice is tocall in two other juſtices 
who mult attend, or forfeit twenty pounds each), and they 
e to ſummon fifteen perſons, ſuch as are uſually ampanelled 
o ſerve on juries, to appear at a ſpecified time, who forfeit 
ie pounds each if they neglect. There muſt be ten days 
etween the complaint and the trial. Of the fifteen per- 
ons ſummoned, the firſt twelve who appear are to compdſe 
jury. If the Maroon be found guilty, the juſtices may 
live ſentence, according to law, of death, tranſpottation, 
dublic whipping, or confinement to hard labour for not 
ore than twelve months. Execution of women with 
aild is to be reſpited until a reaſonable time after delivery; 
| and 
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pily put to this tedious and ruinous conteſt; a 
conteſt which, while it laſted, ſeemed to 
portend nothing leſs than. the: ruin of the 
whole colony. 


Articles Laren with the Maroons of 
Trelawney Town, concluded March the 


firſts 1738. 


In the name of God, Amen, Whereas 
Captain Cudjoe, Captain Acompong, Cap- 
tain Johnny, Captain Cuffee, Captain Quaco, 
and ſeveral other Negroes, their dependents 
and adherents, have been in a ſtate of war 
and hoſtility, for ſeveral years paſt, againſt 
our ſovereign lord the King, and the inha- 
bitants of this iſland; and whereas peace 
and friendſhip among mankind, and the 


preventing the effuſion of blood, is agreeable 


and where ſentence of death or tranſportation ſhall be paſſed 
(except for rebellious conſpiracies,) execution is to be re- 
ſpited until the Governor's pleaſure be ſignified ; the juſtices 
may alſo reſpite the execution of any other ſentence till his 
pleaſure be known, if they ſee cauſe, Where ſeveral are 
capitally convicted for the ſame offence, one only is to ſuffer | 
death, except for murder or rebellion. ö 
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to God, conſonant to reaſon, and deſired by 
every good man; and whereas his Majeſty 
W George the Second, King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, and of Jamaica Lord, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. has by his letters 
Wpatent, dated February the twenty- fourth, one 
rchouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-eight, in 
he twelfth year of his reign, granted full power 
nd authority to John Guthrie and Francis Sad- 
er, Eſquires, to negotiate and finally conclude 
treaty of peace and friendſhip with the afore- 
id Captain Cudjoe, and the reſt of his captains, 
Wdherents, and others his men; they mutually, 
Wincerely, and amicably, have agreed to the 
Pllowing articles: Firſt, That all hoſtilities 
ral l ceaſe on both ſides for ever. Secondly, 
WT hat the ſaid Captain Cudjoe, the reſt of his 
aptains, adherents, and men, ſhall be for 
ever hereafter in a perfect ſtate of freedom 
Wand liberty, excepting thoſe who have been 
taken by them, or fled to them, within two 
years laſt paſt, if ſuch are willing to return 
to their ſaid maſters and owners, with full 
pardon and indemnity. from their faid maſters 
or owners for what is paſt; provided always, 
b that, 
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that, if they are not willing to return, they 
ſhall remain in ſubjection to Captain Cudjoe 
and in friendfhip with us, according to the 
form and tenor of this treaty. Thirdly, That 
they ſhall enjoy and poſſeſs, for themſelves 
and poſterity for ever, all the lands fituate 
and lying between Trelawney Town and the 
Cockpits, to the amount of fifteen hundred 
acres, bearing northweſt from the ſaid Tre- 
lawney Town. Fourthly, That they ſhall 
have liberty to plant the faid lands with cof- 
fee, cocoa, ginger, tobaceo, and cotton, arid 
to breed cattle, hogs, goats, or any other 
ſtock, and diſpoſe of the produce or in- 
creaſe of the ſaid commodities to the inhabi- 
tants of this ifland; provided always, that 
when they bring the faid commodities to 
market, they ſhall apply firſt to the cuſtos, or 
any other magiſtrate of the reſpective pariſhes 
where they expoſe their goods to fale, for a 
licence to vend the ſame. Fifthly, That 
Captain Cudjoe, and all the Captain's adhe- 
rents, and people now in ſubjection to him, 
ſhall all live together within the bounds of 
Trelawney Town, and that they have liberty 

IX - | to 
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to hunt where they ſhall think fit, except 
within three miles of any ſettlement, crawl, 
or pen; provided always, that in caſe the 
hunters of Captain Cudjoe and thoſe of other 
ſettlements meet, then the hogs to be equally 
divided between both parties. Sixthly, That the 
ſaid Captain Cudjoe, and his ſucceſſors, do uſe 
their beſt endeavours to take, kill, ſuppreſs, or 
deſtroy, either by themſelves, or jointly with 
any other number of men, commanded on that 
ſervice by his excellency the Governor, or 
Commander in Chief for the time being, all 
rebels whereſoever they be, throughout this 
iſland, unleſs they ſubmit to the ſame terms 
of accommodation granted to Captain Cudjoe, 
and his ſucceſſors. Seventhly, That in caſe 
this iſland be invaded by any foreign enemy, 
the faid Captain Cudjoe, and his ſucceſſors 
hereinafter named or to be appointed, ſhall 
then, upon notice given, immediately repair 
to any place the Governor for the time be- 
ing ſhall appoint, in order to repel the ſaid 
invaders with his or their utmoſt force, and to 
ſubmit to the orders of the Commander in 
Chief on that occaſion. Eighthly, That if 
any white man ſhall do any manner of injury 
b 2 to 


( xx ) 
to Captain Cudjoe, his ſucceſſors, or any of his 
or their people, they ſhall apply to any com- 
manding officer or magiſtrate in the neigh- 
bourhood for juſtice ; and in caſe Captain 
Cudjoe, or any of his people, ſhall do any injury 
to any white perſon, he ſhall ſubmit himſelf, or 
deliver up ſuch offenders to juſtice. Ninthly, 
That if any negroes ſhall hereafter run away 
from their maſters or owners, and fall into 
Captain Cudjoe's hands, they ſhall imme- 
diately be ſent back to the chief magiſtrate 
of the next pariſh where they are taken; and 
thoſe that bring them are to be ſatisfied for 
their trouble, as the legiſlature ſhall appoint &. 
Tenthiy, That all negroes taken, ſince the 
raiſing of this party by Captain Cudjoe's 
people, ſhall immediately be returned. Ele- 
venthly, That Captain Cudjoe, and his ſucceſ- 
ſors, ſhall wait on his Excellency, or the Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, every 
year, if thereunto required. Twelfth, That 
Captain Cudjoe, during his life, and the cap» 


* 'The Aſſembly granted a premium of thirty ſhillings 
for each fugitive ſlave returned to his owner er by he 221 
roons, beſides expences. 
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tains ſucceeding him, ſhall have full power to 
inflict any puniſhment they think proper for 
crimes committed by their men among them- 
ſelves, death only excepted; in which caſe, if 
the Captain thinks they deſerve death, he ſhall 
be obliged to bring them before any juſtice of 
the peace, who ſhall order proceedings on 
their trial equal to thoſe of other free 
negroes. Thirteenth, That Captain Cudjoes 
with his people, ſhall cut, clear, and keep 
open, large and convenient roads from Tre- 
lawney Town to Weſtmorland and Sr. 
James's, and if poſſible to St. Elizabeth's. 
Fourteenth, That two white men, to be no- 
minated by his Excellency, or the Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, ſhall 
conſtantly live and refide with Captain Cud- 
joe and his ſucceſſors, in order to maintain 
a friendly correſpondence with the inhabitants 
of this iſland. Fifteenth, That Captain 
Cudjoe ſhall, during his life, be Chief Com- 
mander in Trelawney Town; after his de- 
ceaſe the command to devolve on his brother 
Captain Accompong ; and in caſe of his de- 
ceaſe, on his next brother Captain Johnny ; 
and, failing him, Captain Cuffee ſhall ſucceed ; 
who is to be ſucceeded by Captain Quaco z 

b 3 and 
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and after all their demiſes, the Governor, or 
Commander in Chief for the time being, 
ſhall appoint, from time to time, whom he 
thinks fit for that command. 

| In teſtimony, &c. &c. 
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SECTION H. 


* preceding Section conſiſts chiefly of 

an extract from the Hiſtory of Jamaica, 
by EDwakD Lons, Eſq. publiſhed in 1774s 
whoſe account I have choſen to adopt, rather 
than offer a narrative of my own ; for two rea- 
ſons, firſt, becauſe I have nothing to add, con- 
cerning the origin of the Maroons, to what 
Mr. Long has ſo diſtinctly related; and, ſe- 
condly, becauſe its adoption exempts me 
from all ſuſpicion of having fabricated a 
tale, calculated to juſtify certain circum- 
{tances and tranſactions, of which complaint 
was made in the Britiſh Parliament * and 
to which due attention ſhall hereafter be 
paid. In the meanwhile I ſhall take up and 
continue the ſubject where Mr. Long left it, 
beginning with ſome reflections on the ſitua- 
tion, character, manners, and habits of life of 
the Maroon negroes ; and thus tracing the 
cauſe of their late revolt to its origin. 


* March 1796. 
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The clauſe in the treaty, by which theſe 
people were compelled to reſide within cer- 
tain boundaries in the interior country, apart 
from all other negroes, was founded, probably, 
on the apprehenſion that, by ſuffering them 


to intermix with the negroes in ſlavery, the 
example which they would thereby conti- 


nually preſent of ſucceſsful hoſtility, might 
prove contagious, and create in the minds of 
the ſlaves an impatience of ſubordination, and 
a diſpoſition for revolt: but time has abun- 
dantly proved that it was an ill- judged and a 
fatal regulation. The Maroons, inſtead of being 
eſtabliſhed into ſeparate hordes or communi- 


ties, in tne ſtrongeſt parts of the interior coun- 


try, ſhould have been encouraged by all poſ- 


fible means to frequent the towns and to in- 


termix with the negroes at large. All diſtinc- 


tion between the Maroons and the other free 
blacks would ſoon have been loſt ; the greater 


number would have prevailed over the leſs ; 


whereas the policy of keeping them a diſtinct 
people, continually inured to arms, intro- 
duced among them what the French call an 
eſprit de corps, or a community of ſentiments 
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and intereſts : and concealing from them the 
powers and reſources of the whites, taught 


them to feel, and at the ſame time highly to 


overvalue, their own relative nn and im- 


portance. 


It has been urged againſt eee legiſ- 
lature, as another, and a ſtill greater, overſight, 
that after the concluſion of the treaty, no 
manner of attention was given to the im- 


provement of theſe ignorant people in civi- 
lization and morals. The office of ſuperin- 
tendant, it has been ſaid, and I believe truly, 
was commonly beſtowed on perſons of no 


education or conſequence, and ſoon became a 


mere necure. Mr. Long obſerved, many 


years ago, that the Maroons would probably 


prove more faithful allies, and better ſubjects, 


if pains were taken to inſtil into their minds a 
few notions of honeſty and religion; and the 
eſtabliſhment of ſchools, and the erection of 
a chapel in each of the towns, were recom-- 


mended, as meaſures of indiſpenſible neceſſity. 


That theſe obſervations are altogether ill 
founded, I will not preſume to affirm. Man, 


in his ſavage ſtate, in all parts of the world, 
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is the ſlave of ſuperſtition ; and it is the duty 
and policy of a good government (let its ſyſ- 
tem of religion be what it may) to direct the 
weakneſſes of our fellow creatures to the pro- 
motion of their happineſs. The Chriftian is 
not only the beſt ſyſtem of religion calculated 
for the attainment of that end, but, by leading 
the mind to the knowledge of truth and im- 
mortality, contributes more than any other to 
amend the heart, and exalt the human cha- 
racter. It is a ſyſtem of humility, meekneſs, 
and loving kindneſs : and although we ſhould 
admit, with the eloquent hiſtorian of the Ro- 
man Empire “, that “the ſuperſtitions of 
Paganiſm always bore the appearance of plea- 
fare, and often of virtue; we muſt, at the 
fame time, allow that they afforded no con- 
ſolation to the wretched ; they furniſhed but 
few leſſons of juſtice, and none of forgive- 


neſs and mercy !. 


Of theſe high and important truths I hope 


that I am fully ſenſible. Yet I cannot ſup- 


preſs the opinion which I have long ſince en- 
tertained, that the converſion of ſavage men 
from a life of barbarity to the knowledge and 


Gibbon. 
practice 
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practice of Chriſtianity, is a work of much 
greater difficulty than many pious and excel- 
lent perſons in Great Britain ſeem menen to 
imagine. 

Concerning the Maroons, ey are in ge- 
neral ignorant of our language, and all of 
them attached to the gloomy ſuperſtitions of 
Africa (derived from their anceſtors) with 
ſuch enthuſiaſtick zeal and reverential ardour, 
as I think can only be eradicated with their 
lives. The'Gentoos of India are not, I con- 
ceive, more ſincere in their faith, than the ne- 
groes of Guinea in believing the prevalence of 
Obi, and the ſupernatural-power of their Obeah 
men. Obſtacles like theſe, accompanied with 
the fierce and ſordid manners which I ſhall 
preſently deſcribe, fe clergymen would, I 
think, be pleaſed to encounter, leſt they might 
experience all the ſufferings, without acquir- 
ing the glory of martyrdom. 

Under diſadvantages of ſuch magnitude was 
founded the firſt legal eſtabliſhment of our 
Maroon allies in Jamaica. Inured, for a long 
ſeries of years, to a life of warfare within the 
iſland, it is a matter of aſtoniſhment that they 
ſubmitted, for any length of time, to any ſyſtem 
of ſubordination or government whatever. It is 

probable 
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probable they were chiefly induced to remain 
quiet by the great encouragement that was 
held out to them for the apprehending fu- 
gitive ſlaves, and being allowed to range over 
the uncultivated country without interruption, 


poſſeſſing an immenſe wilderneſs for their 
hunting grounds. Theſe purſuits, by giving 


full- employment to the reſtleſs and turbulent 


among them, diverted them from ſchemes of 
greater | enterprize and projects of' miſchief. 


Their game was the wild boar, which abounds 
in the interior parts of Jamaica; and the Ma- 


roons had a method of curing the fleſh with- 


out ſalting it. This commodity they fre- 
quently brought to market in the towns; and, 
with the money ariſing from the ſale, and the 
rewards which they received for the delivery 
to their owners of runaway ſlaves, they pur- 
chaſed ſalted beef, ſpirituous liquors, tobacco, 
fire-arms, and ammunition, ſetting little or 
no account on clothing of any kind, and 
regarding as ſuperfluous and uſeleſs, moſt of 
thoſe things which every people, in the loweſt 
degree of civilization, would conſider as al- 
moſt abſolutely neceſſary to human cxiſ- 


tence. - | 
Their 
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Their languay ge was a barbarous diſſonance 
of the African dialects, with a mixture of Spa- 
niſh and broken Engliſh ; and their thoughts 
and attention ſeemed wholly engroſſed by 
their preſent purſuits, and the objects imme 
diately around them, without any reflections 
on the paſt, or ſolicitude for the future. In 
common with all the nations of Africa, they 
believed, however, as I have obſerved, in the 
prevalence of Oli (a fort of witchcraft of 
moſt extenſive influence) and the authority 
which ſuch of their old men as had the repu- 
tation of wizards, or Obeah-men, poſſeſſed 
over them, was ſometimes very ſucceſsfully 
employed in keeping them in ſubordination to 
their chiefs. 

Having, in the reſources that ave been 
mentioned, the means of procuring food for 
their- daily ſupport, they had no inclination 
for the purſuits of ſober induſtry. Their 
repugnance to the labour of tilling the earth 
was remarkable. In ſome of. their villages I 
never could perceive any veſtige of culture; 
but the fituation of their towns, in ſuch caſes, 
was generally in the neighbourhood of plan- 
tations belonging to the whites, from the 


proviſion 
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proviſion- grounds of which they either pur- 
chaſed, or ſtole, yams, plantains, corn, and 
other eſculents. When they had no ſupply 
of this kind, I have ſometimes obſerved ſinall 
patches of Indian corn and yams, and per- 
haps a few ſtraggling plaintain trees, near 
their habitations ; but the ground was always 
in a ſhocking ftate of negle& and ruin. 

The labours of the field, however, ſuch 
as they were (as well as every other ſpecies of 
drudgery) were performed by the women, who 
had no other means of clearing the ground 
of the vaſt and heavy woods with which it 
is every where incumbered, than by placing 
fire round the trunks of the trees, till they 
were conſumed in the middle, and fell by 
their own weight. It was a ſervice of dan- 
ger; but the Maroons, like all other ſavage 
nations, regarded their wives as ſo many 
beaſts of burthen; and felt no more concern 
at the loſs of one of them, than a white 
planter would have felt at the loſs of a bul- 
lock. Polygamy too, with their other African 
cuſtoms, prevailed among the Maroons uni- 
verſally. Some of their principal men claim- 
ed from two to ſix wives, and the miſeries of 

their 
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their ſituation left theſe poor ereatures neither 
leiſure nor inclination to * with * 
other. 

This ſpirit of brutality, which the Maroons 
always diſplayed towards their wives, extend- 
ed in ſome degree to their children. The 
parental authority was at all times moſt 
harſhly exerted ; but more eſpecially towards 
the females. I have been aſſured that it was 
not an uncommon circumſtance for a father, 
in a fit of rage or drunkenneſs, to ſeize 
his own infant, which had offended him by 
crying, and daſh it againſt a rock, with a de- 
gree of violence which often proved fatal, 
This he did without any apprehenſion of pu- 
piſhment; for the ſuperintendant, on ſuch oc- 
caſions, generally found it prudent to keep his 
diſtance, or be ſilent. Nothing can more 
firikingly demonſtrate the forlorn and abje& 
condition of the young women among the 
Maroons, than the circumſtance which every 
gentleman, who has viſited them on feſtive 
occaſions, or for the gratification of curioſity, 
knows to be true; the offering their on 
daughters, by the firſt men among them, 
to their viſitors ; and bringing the poor girls 


forward, 
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forward, with or without their conſent, / hs the 
purpoſe of proſticution. 

Viſits of this kind (though I believe not 
frequent) were indeed but too acceptable both 
to the Maroons and their daughters; for they 
generally ended in drunkenneſs and riot. 
The viſitors too were not only fleeced of their 
money, but were likewiſe obliged to furniſh the 


feaſt, it being indiſpenſibly neceſſary, on ſuch 


occaſions, to ſend beforehand wine and pro- 
viſions of all kinds; and if the gueſts expect- 
ed to ſleep on beds and in linen, like gentle- 
men, they muſt provide thoſe articles alſo for 
themſelves. The Maroons, however, if the 
party conſiſted of perſons of conſequence, 
would conſider themſelves as highly honoured, 
and would ſupply wild boar, land-crabs, pi- | 
geons, and fiſh, and entertain their gueſts with 
a hearty and boiſterous kind of hoſpitality, 
which had at leaſt the charms of novelty and 
ſingularity to recommend it. 

On ſuch occaſions, a mock fight always 


conſtituted a part of the entertainment. Mr. 


Long has given the following deſcription of a 
ſcene. of this kind, which was exhibited by 


the Trelawney-Town Maroons, in the preſence 
: of 


(in) 


df the Governor, in 1764. No'ſoonef (he 
obſerves) did the horn ſound the ſignal, than 
they all joined in a moſt hideous yell, or war- 
hoop, and bounded into action. With amaz - 
ing agility they ran, or rather rolled, through 
their various firings and evolutions. This 
part of their exerciſe, indeed; more juſtly 
deſerves to be ſtiled evolution than any that is 
practiſed by the regular troops ; for they fire 
ſtooping almoſt to the very ground; and nb 
ſooner is the piece diſcharged, than they 
throw themſelves into a thouſand antick geſ- 
tures, and tumble over and over, ſo as to be 
continually ſhifting their place; the intention 
of which is to elude the ſhot, as well as to 

deceive the aim of their adverſaries, which 
their nimble and almoſt inſtantaneous change 
of poſition renders extremely uncertain. 
When this part of their exerciſe was over; 
they drew their ſwords; and winding their 
horn again, began, in wild and warlike geſ- 
tures, to advance towards His Excellency, 
endeavouring to throw as much ſavage fury 
into their looks as poſſible. On ap- 
proaching near him, ſome waved their ruſty 
. over his head, then - gently laid them 

0 : upon 
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upon it; whilſt others claſhed their arms to- 
gether in horrid concert. They next brought 
their muſkets, and piled them up in heaps at 
his feet, &c.. &c. 

Wich all this ſeeming fury and affected 
bravery, however, I ſuſpect that they are far 
below the whites in perſonal valour. Their 
mode of fighting in real war, is a ſyſtem of 
ſtratagem, buſh-fighting,. and ambuſeade. I 
will not, indeed, affirm that ſuch a ſyſtem 
alone, though it diſplays no proof of courage, 
18 abſolutely evidence to the contrary. I be- 
lieve it is the natural mode of attack and. de- 
fence, and that the practice of open war, 
among civilized nations, is artificial and ac- 
quired. It is rather from their abominable and 
habitual cruelty to their captives, and, above; 
all, to women and children, and from the 
ſhameful and ſhocking enormities which they 
practiſe. on the dead bodies of their enemies, 
that I infer the deficiency. of the Maroons, in 
the virtue of true courage. In their treat- 
ment of fugitive ſlaves, they manifeſt a 
blood thirſtineſs of diſpoſition, which is 
otherwiſe unaccountable; for, although their 
vigilance is ſtimulated by the proſpect of re- 


ward, 


ward, they can have no poſſible motives of 
revenge or malice towards the unfortunate ob- 
jects of their purſuit: yet it is notoriouſſy 
true, that thiy with for nothing more than 2 
pretence to put the poor wretches to death; 
frequently maiming them without proroea⸗ 
tion; and; until mile- money was allowed by 
the legiſlature, oftentimes bringing home the 
head of the fugitive, inſtead of the living man; 
making the plea ot reliſtance an alone; ge for 
their barbarity. | 
In the year 1766, Abende occurred of 
putting the courage, fidelity, and humanity 
of theſe people to the teſt, The Koromantyn 
{laves; in the pariſh of St. Mary, roſe into 
rebellion, and the . Maroons were called 
upon, according to treaty, ts co-operate in 
their ſuppreſſion. A party of them accord- 
ingly arrived at the ſcene of action; the ſecond 
or third day after the rebellion had broken 
out. The whites had already defeated the 
inſurgents, in a pitched battle, at Heywood= 
Hall, killed eight or nine of their number, 
and driven the remainder into the wodds. 
The Maroons were ordered to purſue them, 
and were promiſed a certain reward for each 
8 2 rebel 


) 
rebel they might kill or take priſoner. They 
accordingly puſhed into the woods, and after 
rambling about for a day or two, returned 
with a collection of human ears, which they 
pretended to have cut off from the heads of 
rebels they had ſlain in battle, the particulars 
of which they minutely related. Their re- 
port was believed, and they received the- 
money ſtipulated to be paid them; yet it was 
afterwards found that they had not killed a 
man; that no engagement had taken place, 
and that the ears Which they had produced, 
had been ſevered from the dead bodies which 
had lain unburied at Hey wood Hall. | 
Some few days after this, as the Maroons, 
and a detachment of the 74th regiment, were 
ſtationed at a ſolitary place, ſurrounded by. 
deep woods, called Downs's Cove, they were 
ſadden]y attacked in the middle of the night 
by the rebels. The centinels were ſhot, and 
the huts. in which the ſoldiers were lodged, 
were ſet on fire. The light of the flames, 
while it expoſed the troops, ſerved to conceal. 
the rebels, who poured in a ſhower of muſ- 
quetry from all quarters, and many. of the: 
ſoldiers were flain. Major Forſyth, who 
1 5992 8 com anded 
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commanded: the detachment; formed his 
men into a ſquare, and by keeping up a briſk 
fire from all fides, at length -compelled the 
enemy to retire. During the whole of this 
affair the Maroons were not to be found, and 
Forſyth, for ſome time, ſuſpected that they 
were themſelves the afſailants. It was 
diſcovered, however, that immediately on 
the attack, the whole body of them had 
thrown' themſelves flat on the ground, and 
continued in that poſition until the rebels 
retreated, without firing or en a 

ſhot. 1 
A party of them, wh Ae 
the merit (a merit of which they loudly 
boaſted) of killing the leader of the rebels. 
He was a young negro of the Koromantyn 
nation, named Tackey, and it was ſaid had 
been of free condition, and even a chieftain, 
in Africa. This unfortunate man, having 
ſeen moſt of his companipns ſlaughtered, was 
diſcovered wandering in the woods without 
arms or clothing, and was immediatly pur- 
ſued by the Maroons, 5 full cry. The chafe 
was of no long duration ; he was ſhot through 
the head; and it is painful to relate, but un- 
c 3 queſtionably 
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they were ſuppoſed to have no knowledge of 
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( xxxviit } 
queſtionably true, that his ſavage purſuers, 
having decollated the body, in order to preſerve 
the head as the trophy of victory, roafted and 
attually devoured the beart and entrails of the 
qoretched wittim | * 

The miſconduct of theſe people in this: re- 
bellion, whether proceeding from cowardice 
or treachery, was, however, overlooked, Li- 
ving ſecluded from the reſt of the community, 


the rules and reſtraints!to which all other claſſes 
of the inhabitants were ſubject ; and the vigi- 
lance of juſtice (notwithſtanding what has 
recently happened) feldom purſued them, 
even for offences of the moſt n 
nature. 

In truth, it always ſeemed to me, that the 


whites in general entertained an opinion of the 


* The circumſtances that I have related concerning the 
conduct of the Maroons, in the rebellion of 1760, are 
partly founded on my own knowledge and perſonal obſer. 
vation at the time (having been myſelf preſent ;) or from 
the teſtimony of eye witneſſes, men of character and pro- 
bity. The ſhocking fact laſt mentioned was atteſted by 
ſeveral white people, and was not attempted to be denied or 
concealed by the Maroons themſelves. They feemed in- 
dere to make it the ſubhect of boaſting and triumph. + 
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uſefulteſs of the Maroons; which no part of 
their conduct, at any one period, confirmed, 
—Pofiibly their perſonal appearance contri- 
buted, in ſome degree, to preferve* the deluſion; 
for, ſævage as they were in manners and diſ 
poſition, their mode of livin g and daily pur- 
ſaits undoubtedly ſtrengthened the frame, and 
ſerved to exalt them to great bodily perfec- 
tion. Such Ane perſons are ſeldom beheld 
among any other claſs of African or native 
blacks. Their demeanour is lofty, their walk 
firm, and their perſons erect. Every motion 
diſplays a combination of ſtrength and agi- 
lity. The muſcles (neither hidden nor de- 
preſſed by clothing) are very prominent, and 
ſtrongly marked. Their fight withal is won- 
derfully acute, and their Heating remarkably 
quick. Theſe characteriſticks, however, are 
common, I believe, to all ſavage nations, in 
warm and temperate climates; and, like other 
ſavages, the Maroons have thoſe ſenſes only - 
perfect, which are kept in conſtant exerciſe, 
Their ſmell is obtuſe, and their taſte ſo de- 
deprayed, that I have ſeen them drink new 
rum freſh from the ſtill, in preference to 
wine which I offered them ; and I remem- 
Cc 4 ber, 
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ber, at a great feſtival in one of their towns, 
which I attended, that their higheſt luxury, 
in point of food, was ſome rotten beef which 
had been originally falted in Ireland, and was 
probably preſented to them, by ſome perſon 
who knew their taſte, becauſe it was putrid. 
Such was the ſituation of the Maroon Ne- 
groes of Jamaica, previous to their late re- 
volt; and the picture which 1 have drawn 
of their character and manners, was deline- 
ated from the life, after long experience and 
obſervation. of that revolt I ſhall now 
proceed to deſcribe the cauſe, progreſs, and 
termination ; and, if I know myſelf, without 
Fe or Prejudice *. 


* It ſhould not be omitted, that of late years a practice 
has univerſally prevailed among the Maroons (in imitation 
of the other free blacks) of attaching themſelves to differ- 
ent families among the Engliſh ; and deſiring gentlemen of 
conſideration to allow the Maroon children to. bear their 
names. Montague James, John Palmer, Tharp, Jarrett, 
Parkinſon, Shirley, White, and many others, are, names 
adopted i in this way; and I think great advantages might be 
yerived from it if properly improved, | 
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1 the rs of Joly 1795, two 8 
from Trelawney- Town, having committed 
afelony in ſtealing ſame pigs, were apprehend- 
ed, ſent to Montego Bay, and there-tried for 
the offence according to law. Having been 
found guilty by the jury, the magiſtrates or- 
dered each of them to receive thirty- nine 
laſhes on the bare back, The ſentence was 
executed accordingly. They were whipped 
in the workhouſe, by the black overſeer of 
the workhquſe negroes ; the perſon. whoſe 
office it is to inflict puniſhment on ſuch occa- 
fions, The offenders were then immediately 
diſcharged; and they went off, with ſome of 
their companions, abuſing and inſulting every 
white perſon whom they met in the road. 

On their return to Trelawney-Town, and 
giving an account cf what had paſſed, the 
whole body of Maroons immediately aſlem- 
bled ; and after violent debates and alterca- 
tions among themſelves, a party of them re- 
paired to Captain Craſkell, the ſuperinten- 
dant, and ordered him, in the name of the 

| whole, 
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whole, to quit the town forthwith, under 
pain of death. He retired to Vaughan's- 
field, a plantation in the neighbourhood ; and 
exerted himſelf, by friendly meſſages and 
otherwiſe, to pacify the Maroons ; but with- 
out effect. They ſent a written defiance to 
the magiſtrates of Montego Bay, declaring 
their intention to meet the white people in 
arms, and threatening to attack the town on 
the zoth of that month (July), In the 
mean while an attempt was made on Cap- 
tain Craſkell's life, and he vey ming 
eſcaped. 

Alarmed by the receipt of this letter, and 
the intelligence which was received of the 
temper and diſpoſition of the Maroons, the 
magiſtrates applied to General Palmer, re- 
queſting kim to call out the militia ; which 
was done ; andthe General ſent an expreſs 
to the Earl of Balcarres, in Spaniſh-Town, 
praying his Lordſhip to ſend down a detach- 
ment of the Jamaica dragoons. Eighty men 
were accordingly Rs well accoutred -and 
mounted. 

The militia addembled on the toth of July, 
to the number of four hundred; and while 

Ac they 
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they were waiting for orders, one of the 
Maroons, armed with a lance, made his ap- 
pearance, and informed the commanding 
officer, that they wiſhed to have a conference 
in Trelawney-Town, with John Tharp, Efq. 
(the Cuſtos and Chief Magiſtrate of Tre- 
lawney) Meſſrs. Stewart and Hodges, the 
Members in the Aſſembly, and Jarvis Gal 
limore, Eſq. Colonel of the Militia. | 

As this meſſage feemed to manifeſt a diſ- 
inclination, on the part of the chief body of 
the Maroons, to proceed to hoſtilities, the 
gentlemen above named very readily accepted 
the invitation, and proceeded to the town the 
next day (the 20th). They were accompa- 
nied by Colonel Thomas Reed, of the St. 
James's militia, a very diſtinguiſhed and gal- 
lant officer, and a man of the higheſt ho- 
nour and character. by other perſons of con- 
fideration ; and alſo by Major James, whoſe 
ſon had formerly ated as ſuperintendant of 
the town, who was himſelf ſuperintendant» 
general of all the Maroon towns in the ifland, 
and was ſuppoſed. to have more weight and 
to poſſeſs greater influence with the Maroons, 
than any other man in the-country, . 
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The Maroons received them under arms. 
There appeared about three hundred - able 
men, all of whom had painted their faces for 
battle, and ſeemed ready for action; and they 
behaved with ſo much inſolence, that the 
gentlemen were at firſt / exceedingly alarmed 
for their own ſafety. A -conference however 
enſued; in which it was obſervable that the 
Maroons complained—not of the injuſtice or 
ſeyerity of the puniſhment which had been 
inflicted on two of their companions ; but—af 
the diſgrace which they inſiſted the magi- 
ſtrates of Montego Bay had put on their 
whole body, by ordering the puniſhment to 
be inflicted in the workhouſe by the black 
overſeer or driver, and in the preſence of fugi- 
tive and felon negroe ſlaves, manyof whom they 
had themſelyes apprehended *. They con- 
cluded by demanding reparation for this in- 
dignity ; an addition to the lands they poſ- 


It certainly is to be wiſhed, that ſome little attention had 


been paid, by the magiſtrates, to the pride or the prejudices of 


the Maroons ip this reſpect. The law however is wholly ſilent 
on this head, and the court had a right to exerciſe its diſcretion. 
The puniſhment, and the mode of adminiſtring it, were ſtrictly 
legal; and a white offender in a ſimilar caſe would have been 
whipped by the ſame wan. 
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&fted,”the difmiflion of Capt. Craſkell, and 
the: appointment of Mr. NAVY their _— 
ſuperintendant. 

The gentlemen had en no 0 
io agree to any of theſe requiſitions ; they 
promiſed however to ſtate their grievances 
to the commander in chief, and to recom- 
mend to the legiſlature to grant them an ad- 
dition of land. In the meanwhile, they aſ- 
ſured the Maroons they would requeſt the 
Governor to provide otherwiſe for Capt. 
Craſkill their ſuperintendant, and to re-ap- 
point in his room their favourite Mr. James. 
With theſe aſſurances the Maroons ſeemed 
pacified, and declared they had nothing further 
to aſk ; and the gentlemen, having diſtributed 
a conſiderable ſum of money amongſt them, 
returned to Montego Bay. —© 8 


It ſoon appeared however, that the Ma- 


roons, in defiring this conference, were ac- 
tvated ſolely by motives of treachery, They 
were apprized that a fleet of 159 ſhips 
was to ſail for Great Britain on the morn- 
ing of the 26th; and they knew that 
very few Britiſh troops remained in the 
Iſland, except the 83d regiment, and that 


this very regiment was, at that juncture, 


under 
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the hope of prevailing on the negroe ſlaves 


many reſpectable quarters; but moſt of the 


„ 
under orders to embark for St. Domingo } 
they hoped, therefore, by the ſpecious and 
deluſive appearance of deſiring a conference; 
to quiet ſuſpicion, until the July fleet was 
failed, and the regulars fairly departed. In 
the meanwhile, they pleaſed themſelves with 


throughout the Iſland to join them; and by: 
riſing in a maſs, to enable them to externat- 
nate the whites at a blow. 

The very day the conference was held; they 
began tampering with the negroes on the'nu- 
merous and extenſive plantations in the neighs 
bourhood of Montego Bay“. On ſome of theſe 
plantations their emiſſaries were cordially 
received and ſecreted: on others, the flaves 
themſelves voluntarily apprized their over- 
ſeers, that the Maroons were endeavouring to 
ſeduce them from their allegiance. Infor- 
mation of this nature was tranſmitted from 


gentlemen who had viſited the Maroons om 
the 2oth, were fo confident of their fidehty 
and ection, that the Governor, diſbelieving 


* Trelawney Town is ſituated within 20 miles of the town 
and harbour of Montego Bay. 


the 


( xlvii 


the charges againſt them, was prevailed on to 
tet the troops embark as originally intended, 
and they actually failed from Port Royal on 
the morning of the agth, under canyoy N. 
Succeſs Frigate. 

In the courſe of that, and the two foes: 
ceeding days, however, ſuch intelligence was 
received at the King's houſe, as left no poſſible 
room to doubt the treachery of theſe Farthfub 
and affeionate people; and the Earl of Bal- 
carres, with that promptitude and deciſion 
which diſtinguiſh his character, determined on 
a line of conduct adapted to the importance of 
the occaſion. The courſe from Port Royak 
to St. Domingo (as the reader is perhaps in- 
formed) is altogether againſt the wind, and 
there is ſometimes a ſtrong lee current; as was 
fortunately the caſe at this juncture. Theſe 
were favourable circumſtances,. and afforded 
the Governor room to hope that the tranſ- 
ports which conveyed the troops might poſ- 
hbly be overtaken at fea, by a faſt failing 
boat, from the eaſt end of the iſland, furniſh- 
ed with oars for rowing in the night. His 
Lordſhip was not miſtaken; the boat which 
was provided came up with them on the 2d 
of Auguſt, off the north-eaſt end of Jamaica, 

and 
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and delivered orders to Captain Pigot of the 
Succeſs, forthwith to change his. courſe, and 
proceed with the tranſports down the north 
fide of the Iſland to Montego Bay. Captain 
Pigot immediately obeyed ; and by this happy 
n the country was ſaved. | 

The 83d regiment, conſiſting of upwards 
of one thouſand effective men, commanded by 
Colonel Fitch, landed at Montego Bay on 
Tueſday the 4th of Auguſt. At this moment; 
although the Militia of this part of the coun- 
try were under arms, and had been joined by 
the detachment of light dragoons, the utmoſt 
anxiety was | viſible in every countenanee/ 
The July fleet was failed; and the certainty 
that the Maroons had collected great quan- 
tities of arms and ammunition, and that 
they had been tampering with the ſlaves, 
and the uncertainty of the ſucceſs and ex- 
tent of their machinations, had caſt a gloom 
on the face of every man; and while rumours 
of plots and conſpiracies diſtracted the minds 
of the ignorant, many among the moſt 
thoughtful and conſiderate, anticipated all the 
horrors of St. Domingo, and in imagination 
already beheld their houſes and plantations in 
flames, and their wives and children bleeding 

under 
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under the ſwords of the moſt mercileſs 1 
aſſaſſins. 

The ſudden and unexpected el of ſo 
powerful a reinforcement, in the moſt critical 
moment, immediately changed the ſcene. 
But further meaſures were adopted. By the 
advice of a council of war, compoſed chictly of 
members of the Aſſembly, the Governor put 
the whole Iſland under martial law. A further 
reinforcement of 130 well mounted dragoons 
under the, command of. Colonel Sandford, and 
a detachment of 100 men of the 62d regi- 
ment, were ſent down on the zd: Colonel Wal- 
pole, with 1 50 diſmounted dragoons, embarked 
at the ſame time for Black River, to command 
the forces in St. Elizabeth and Weſtmoreland, 
and on the morning of the 4th, the Governor 
himſelf left Spaniſh Town for Montego Bay; 
determined to command on the ſcene of 
action in perſon. 

The reader will eaſily conceive, that mea- 
ſures of ſuch extent and magnitude were not 
adopted ſolely in the belief that the Maroons 
alone were concerned. It muſt be repeated, 
that the moſt certain and abundant proofs had 
been tranſmitted to the commander in chief, 

| d of 
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of their attempts to create a general revolt of 
the enſlaved negroes, and it was impoſſible to 
foreſee the reſult. The ſituation of the flaves, 
under prevailing circumſtances, required the 
moſt ſeriousattention. With the recent example 
before their eyes of the dreadful inſurrection 
in St. Domingo, they- had been accuſtomed, 
for the preceding ſeven years, to hear of no- 
thing but Mr. Wilberforce, and his efforts to 
ſerve them in Great Britain. Means of informa- 
tion were not wanting. Inſtructors were con- 
ſtantly found among the black ſervants conti- 
nually returning from England; and I have not 
the ſmalleſt doubt that the negroes on every 
plantation in the Weſt Indies, were taught to 
believe that their maſters were generally con- 
ſidered in the mother country, as a ſet of 
odious and abominable miſcreants, whom it 
was laudable to maſſacre! The Society in the 
Old Jewry had made no ſcruple to avow this 
doctrine in its fulleſt extent, by cauſing pam- 
phlets to be diſtributed among ſuch of the ne- 
groes as could read, and medals among ſuch of 
them as could not, to apprize them of the 
wretchedneſs of their ſituation, and to aſſure 
them, in language ard tokens well ſuited to 

their 
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their capacity, that inſurrection wat their duty, 
and that no cruelties , which they ſhould commit in 
the exerciſe of ſuth a duty, could be conſidered as 
criminal x. 


' 


* Having mentioned the name of a very reſpectable gen- 


tleman (Mr. Wilberforce) I think it my duty to declare, that 


I very ſincerely acquit him of any ſuch atrocious wiſhes or 
intentions as I have imputed to the Society in the Old Jewry- 
With regard to this Society, notwithſtanding their publick 
declaration, that their efforts were meant only to put aperiod 
to the Slave Trade, and by no means to interfere with the 
actual condition of the enſlaved negroes already in the plan- 
tations, I do aver, that they purſued a line of conduct di- 
rely and immediately repugnant and contradictory to their 
own profeſſions. In many of the pamphlets and tracts 
which they cauſed to be diſtributed throughout the Sugar 
Colonies, arguments are. expreſsly adduced, in language 
which cannot be miſunderſtood, to urge the negroes to riſe 
into rebellion, and murder their maſters. In one of thoſe 
pamphlets, entitled, A Letter to Granville Sharpe, Eſq. from 
the Rev. Percival Stockdale, the reverend , writer, after 
pouring forth his earneſt prayers for a ſpeedy inſurrection of 
the enſlaved negroes throughout the Britiſh Welt Indies, 
exclaims as follows: © Should we not approve their con- 
te duct in their violence? Should we not crown it with eu- 
« jogium, if they exterminate their tyrants with fire and 
« ſword? Should they even deliberately inflit the moſt ex- 
e quiſite tortures on thoſe tyrants, would they not be excuſable, 
Kc. &c. Thie, and much more to the ſame purpoſe, is 
the language of a chriſtian divine, addreſſed to Granville 
Sharp; yet I do not hear that either he, or Mr, Sharp, is in 
Bedlam | 
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The within, deciſion, and activity of the 
Earl of Balcarres, on the preſent occaſion, de- 
feated all the projects, and rendered abortive 
all the hopes of theſe peſtilent reformers. 
The effect of his Lordſhip's conduct thence- 
forward, on the minds of the enſlaved negroes 
throughout the whole country, was wonder- 
fal. Submiſſion, tranquillity, and good order 
prevailed univerſally among them. The cir- 
cumſtance attending the return of the 83d re- 
giment, induced them to believe that Heaven 
itſelf had declared i in favour of the Whites, 
and that all attempts at reſiſtance were not 

only unavailing, but impious. 
The Maroons themſelves became divided i in 
their councils. Many of the old and experi- 
enced among them, even in Trelawney Town, 
the head quarters of ſedition, recommended 
peace; and adviſed their companions to poſt- 
pone their vengeance to a better opportunity; 
and the whole of the Acompong people de- 
clared in favour of the Whites. It was deter- 
mined, however, by a very great majority of 
the Trelawney Maroons, #9 fight the Bucras 
(meaning the white people). This was their 
expreſſion. The violent councils of the 
younger 
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younger part of their community prevailed 3, 
moſt of 3 were „ eee with a a degree 
nought all | coidraton of "prudence, policy, 
and humanity.” 5 

The Commander in chief ; TEN? previous 
to any hoſtile movement, determined to try 
once more to effect an accommodation: As it 
was evident the Maroons conſulted ſome per- 
ſon who could read and write, his Lordſhip, « on 
the 8th of Auguft, ſent into their town a writ- 
ten meſſuge or ſummons f in \ the following 
words: gk, 1 


* 3 ” 


* 


To the Maroon: of 75 dune; Town.” 


« You have eatered into a moſt ber wei 
ungrateful, and moſt dangerous rebellion. 

* You have driven away your ſuperinten- 
dant, Plaged over n by the laws of this 
country. | . 

„Tou Kang treated him, your Gn 
with indignity and contempt. Vou have en- 
deavoured to maſfacre him. 

„ You have put the 8 of the 
country, and all the white people, at defiance. 
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« You have challenged, and offered them 
battle. 195 

Vou have forced the country, which has 
long cheriſhed and foſtered you 38 its children, 
to conſider you as an enemy. _ 

Martial law has in conſequence been pro- 
claimed. 

Every paſs to your town has been occu= 
pied and guarded by the militia and re gular 
forces, 5 

« You are ſurraunded by thouſands, > 4 tat 

10 Look at Montego Bay, and you will ſee 
the force brought againſt you. 

J have iſſued a proclamation, ring a 
reward for your heads; that terrible edict will 
not be put in force before Thurſday, the 13th 
day of Auguſt. 

«© To avert theſe proceedings, I adviſe and 
command'every Maroon of Trelawney Town, 
capable of bearing arms, to appear before me 
at Montego Bay, on Wedneſday the 12th day 
of Auguſt inſtant, and there ſubmit themſelves 
to his Majeſty's mercy. 

* On ſo doing, you will eſcape the effects of 
the dreadful command, ordered to be put into 
execution on Thurſday, the 13th Day of Au- 

| guſt, 


(# 


guſt; on which day, in failure of your obe- 
dience to this ſummons, your town ſhall be 
burnt to the ground, and for ever deſtroyed, 

« And whereas it appears that other ne- 
groes, beſides the Maroons of Trelawny 
Town, were there under arms, on the day 
that town was viſited by John Tharp, Eſq. 
and ſeveral other magiſtrates of the pariſh of 
Trelawney, you are ftrictly commanded and 
enjoined to bring ſuch ſtranger negroes to 
Montego Bay, as priſoners, on or before the 
before mentioned Wedneſday, the 12th day 
of Auguſt inſtant. 
_« BALCARRES.”. 

Apprehenſive, however, that this ſummons 
would have but little effect, the Governor 
at the ſame time gave orders that the regu- 
lars and militia ſhould take poſſeſſion of all 
the known paths leading to Trelawney Town 
from the ſurrounding pariſhes; and the troops 
arrived at their reſpective ſtations early on 
the gth. 

On the morning of the 1 ith, care 
of the Trelawney Maroons, being chiefly old 
men, ſurrendered themſelves to the Gover- 
nor's mercy, at Vaughan's-field, and frankly 

d 4 declared, 
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declared, that, with regard to | the reſt of the 


town, they were determined on war. J. Be 


devil, they ſaid, had got into them,” and no- 
thing but ſuperiority of force would bring 
them to reaſon, * 


Two of the thirty-eight were, 1506600 


ſent back to try, for the laſt time, if perſua- 
fion would avail; but they were detained by 
the reſt, who, having ſecreted their women 


and children, paſſed the Rubicon the enſuing 


night, by ſetting fire themſelves to their town, 


and commencing hoſtilities on the outpoſts of 
the army. The attack fell chiefly on the St. 
James's" company of free people of colour, of 


whom two were killed and fix wounded: and 
thus began this unfortunate war. 


The Maroons immediately afterwards aſ- 
ſembled in a body, near a ſmall village which 


was called their New Town, behind which 
were their proviſion grounds. 
* afternoon of the 12th, orders were given to 


On the 


Lieutenant Colonel Sandford to march with 


a detachment of the 18th and 2oth dragoons, 
and a party of the horſe militia, and take 


poſſeſſion of thoſe grounds the ſame evening; 
it being the Governor's intention to attack 


the 
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the Maroons at the fame time, in front. Co- 
jonel Sandford proceeded accordingly, accom- 
panied by a body of volunteers; but having been 
informed that the Maroons had retired to the 
ruins of their old town, he was perſuaded, inſtead 
of waiting at his poſt for further orders from 
the Governor, to proceed beyond his limits, and 
to puſh after the enemy; a moſt unfortunate 
and fatal determination, to which this gallant 
officer, and many valuable men, fell a facri- 
fice. The retreat of the Maroons from the 
New Town, was a feint to draw the whites 
into an ambuſcade, which unfortunately ſac- 
ceeded. The road between the new and old 
towns was very bad and very narrow; and 
the troops had marched about half way, the 
regulars in front, the militia in the centre, 
and the volunteers in the rear, when a heavy 
fire enſued from the buſhes. : Colonel Sand- 
ford was among the firſt that fell, and with 
him periſhed Quarter Maſter M*Bride, fix 
privates of the 2oth, and eight of the 18th 
light dragoons. Of the militia, thirteen were 
ſlain cucright, and, among the reſt, the com- 
manding officer, Colonel Gallimore ; eight of 
the volunteers alſo were killed, and many of all 
deſcriptions 
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deſcriptions wounded. The troops, however, 
puſhed forward, and drove the Maroons from 
their hiding places, and after a night of un- 
paralleled hardſhip, the ſurvivors got back to 
Vaughan's- field in the morning, and brought 
with them moſt of their wounded. com- 
panions x. 

Thus terminated this diſaſtrous and bloody 
conflict; in which it was never known with 
certainty, that a ſingle Maroon loſt his life, 
Their triumph therefore was great, and many 
of the beit informed among the planters, in 
conſequence of it, again anticipated the moſt 
dreadful impending calamities. So general 
was the alarm, that the Governor thought it 
neceſlary, in a proclamation which he ifſued 


* Among the officers of the Militia who eſcaped on this 
occaſion, was my late excellent and lamented friend George 
Goodin Barrett. He was attended on that day by a favourite 
Negro Servant; of whom it is related that, during the firſt 
attack, perceiving a Maroon from behind a tree preſent his 
gun at his beloved maſter, hc inſtantly rulhed forward to 
protect him, by interpoſing his own perſon ; and actually re- 
ceived the ſhot in his breaſt. I rejoice to add, that the 
wound was not mortal, and that the poor fellow has been 
rewatded as he deſerved, for ſuch an intance of heroic 
fidelity as hiſtory has ſeldom recorded, Yet this man was, 
what is called, a Slave. : 


ON 
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on the occaſion, to make publick the orders he 
had given to Colonel Sandford, and to declare 
in expreſs terms, that if the detachment under 
that officer's command had remained at the 
poſt which he was directed to occupy, the Ma- 
roons, in all probability, would have been 
compelled to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 
war. © Soldiers will learn from this fatal 
leſſon (adds his Lordſhip moſt truly) the in- 
diſpenſi ble neceſſity of ſtrictly adhering to 
orders. An exceſs of ardour is often as pre= 
judicial to the accompliſhment of any mili- 
tary enterprize, as cowardice itſelf.” —The 
truth was, that the whole detachment held 
the enemy in too great . contempt, - They 
marched forth in the confidence of certain 
victory, and never having had any experience 
of the Maroons mode of fighting diſregarded 
the advice of ſome faithful negro attendants, 
who apprized them of it. Happily the claſs of 
people on whom the Maroons relied for ſup- 
port remained peaceably diſpoſed ; nor did an 
inſtance occur to raiſe a doubt of their conti 
nuing to do ſo. 
By the death of Sandford, the command, 
in the Governor's abſence, devolved on Co- 
lonel Fitch, an officer whoſe general deport- 

O ment 
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ment and character excited great expectation; 
but the Maroons found means to elude his 
vigilance. They had now eſtabliſhed their head 
quarters at a place in the interior country, 
of moſt difficult acceſs, called the Cockpits ; 
a ſort of valley or dell, ſurrounded by ſteep 
precipices and brokenrocks, and by mountains 
of prodigious height; in the caverns of which 
they had ſecreted their women and children, 
and depoſited their ammunition, From this 
retreat (almoſt inacceſſible to any but them- 
ſelves). they ſent out ſmall parties of their 
ableſt and moſt enterprizing young men, 
fome of which were employed in prowling | 
about the country in ſearch of proviſions, and 
others in ſetting fire by night to ſuch houſes 
and plantations as were unprovided with a 
ſufficient guard. In the beginning of Sep- 
tember, they burnt the habitation and ſettle- 
ment of Mr. George Gordon, called Ken- 
mure; and ſoon afterwards the © dwelling 
houſe and buildings of a coffee plantation, 
called Lapland; the proprietor too ſuſtained 
the ſtill greater loſs of thirty valuable negroes, 
whom the Maroons compelled: to go with 
them, loaden with plunder. Another plan- 

tation, 


( bd 


tation, called ; E was deſtroyed by 
them in the ſame manner, and ten of the 
negroes carried off. About the ſame time, 
they burnt the property of John Shand, Eſq. 
a ſettlement belonging to Meſſrs. Stevens and 
Bernard, a plantation called Bandon, a houſe 
of a Mr. Lewis, and various others. BY 
At ſome of theſe places ſeveral white people 
unfortunately fell into their hands, all of whom 
were murdered in cold blood, without any 
diſtinction of ſex, or regard to age. Even 
women in childbed, and infants at the breaſt, 
were alike indiſcriminately ſlaughtered by this 
ſavage enemy ; and the ſhrieks of the miſera- 
ble victims, which were diſtin&ly, heard at the 
poſts of the Britiſh detachments, frequently 
conveyed the firſt notice, that the Maroons 
were in the neighbourhood. 55 
The fate of Mr. Gowdie, a reſpectable and 
venerable planter, who lived within a few miles 
of Trelawney Town, was remarkable. This 
gentleman, having a better opinion of the 
Maroons than they deſerved, had employed 
one of their chief men to act as the overſeer 
or ſuperintendant of his plantation, whom he 
treated with engel kindneſs, and allowed 


him 
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him the ſame wages as would have been paid 
to a white perſon in the ſame capacity. Al- 
though, on the commencement of hoſtilities, 
this man had joined the inſurgents, Mr. Gow- 
die continued to place a fatal dependance on 
his fidelity, and was induced to viſit his own 
plantation, as often as his neceflary attendance 
on military duty would allow. He had the 
moſt perfe& confidence that his Maroon 
overſeer would interfere to protect him from 
danger; yet did this barbarous villain come him- 
ſelf tothe houſe of his benefactor, at the head of 
a band of ſavages, and having coolly informed 
Mr. Gowdie, that the Maroons had taken an 
oath, after their manner, to murder all the 
whites without diſtinction, he maſſacred both 
him and his nephew (the only white perſon 
with him) without compunction or remorſe. 

But, perhaps, no one circumſtance in the 
courſe of this moſt unfortunate war excited 


greater indignation, or awakened more gene- 


ral ſympathy, than the death of Colonel Fitch, 
who, notwithſtanding the recent example of 
Colonel Sandford's fate, periſhed nearly in the 
fame manner as that unfortunate officer had 
done; being like him ſurpriſed by an enemy 

in 


Em) 

in ambuſh. On the 12th of September, he 
went out with a detachment of the 83d regĩ- 
ment, conſiſting of thirty-two men, to re- 
lieve ſome diſtant out- poſts; at one of which 
he left a guard, and proceeded onwards with 
the reſt of his men; but after getting about 
half a mile further, he was attacked by a 
volley of muſquetry from the buſhes, and re- 
ceived a wound in the breaſt, with which he 
dropt. After expreſſing a with, and receiving 
aſſurances, that he ſhould not fall alive into 
the hands of the mercileſs ſavages, he raiſed 
hunſelf up, when another ball took place in 
his forehead, which inſtantly put an end to 
his life. A corporal and three privates of the 
82d, and two negro ſervants, were alſo killed, 
and Captain Leigh and nine of the party 
wounded ; and if the guard, which had been 
left behind, had not puſhed forward to their 
aſſiſtance, immediately on hearing the firing, 
not one of the whole detachment would have 
eſcaped with life; two of them actually tell 
into the hands of the enemy, and were put 
to death with circumſtances of outrageous 
barbarity, and Captain Leigh afterwards died 
of his wounds. The misfortune of this day 

was 
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was aggravated too by a circumſtance, which, 


though ſhocking to relate, muſt not be omit- 


ted, as it ſtrongly marks the baſe and fero- 
cious character of the Maroons. When the 
remains of Colonel Fitch were found, a day 
or two afterwards, by a party ſent to give 
them the rites of ſepulture, it was per- 
ceived that the head had been ſeparated from 
the body, and was entombed in Fhe ill-fated 
officer's own bowels ! 

It now became dat that it would 
prove a work of greater difficulty, than' was 
imagined, to ſtop the depredations which were 
daily and hourly committed by this horde of 
ſavages, and it was allowed that extraordinary 
meaſures were neceſſary to counteract their 
conſtant practice of planting ambuſhes. Net- 
ther the courage nor conduct of the beſt dif- 
ciplined troops in the world could always avail 
againſt men, who, lurking in ſecret like the 
tygers of Africa, (themſelves unſeen) had no 
obje& but murder. The legiſlative bodies of 
the iſland were ſoon to meet, and the hopes 
of the whole 8 retted on their 
councils. 
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SECTION IV. 


\H E General Aſſembly \ was "cada 
the latter end of September, and their 
fr deliberations were directed to the ſub- 
ject of the Maroon rebellion; with a ſolicitude 
equal to its importance. On this occaſion it 
was natural to recur to the experience of 
former times, and enquire into the meaſures 
that had been ſucceſsfully. adopted in the long 
and bloody war, which, previous to the treaty: 
of 1738, had been carried on againſt the 
lame enemy. The expedient which had then 
been reſorted to, of employing dogs to diſcover 
the concealment of the Maroons, and prevent 
the fatal effects which reſulted from their mode 
of fighting in ambuſcade, was recommended as 
a fit example to be tollowed in the preſent. 
conjuncture; and it being known that the 
Spaniſh Americans poſſeſſed a certain ſpecies 
of thoſe animals, which it was judged would 
be proper for ſuch a ſervice, the Aſſembly 
reſolved to ſend to the iſland of Cuba, for 


one hundred of them, and to engage a ſaf- 
E ficient 
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ficient number of the Spaniſh huntſmen, to 
attend and direct their operations. The em- 
ployment to which theſe dogs are generally 
put by the Spaniards, is the purſuit of wild 
bullocks, which they ſlaughter for the hides; 
and the great uſe of the dog is to drive the 
cattle from ſuch heights and receſſes in the 
mountainous parts of the country, as are leaſt 
acceſſible to the hunters, 

The Aſſembly were not unapprized that 
the meafure of calling in ſuch auxiliaries, and 
urging the canine ſpecies to the purſuit of 
human beings, would probably give riſe to 
much' obſervation and animadverſion in the 
mother country. Painful experience on other 
occaſions, had taught them, that their con- 
duct in the preſent caſe, would be ſcrutinized 
with all the rigid and jealous circumſpection, 
which ignorance and hatred, and envy and 
malice, and pretended hamanity, and fanati- 
ciſm, could exercife. The horrible enormi- 
ties of the Spaniards in the conqueſt of the 
new world, would be brought again to re- 
membrance. It is owfilly true, that dogs 
were uſed by thoſe chriſtian barbarians againſt 
peaceful- and inoffenſive Americans, and the 


Juſt 


( vil ) 


Juſt indignation of all mankind has ever fince 
branded, and will continue to brand, the 
Spaniſh nation with infamy, for ſuch atroci- 
ties, It was foreſeen, and ſtrongly urged as 
an argument againſt recurring to the ſame 
weapon in the preſent caſe, that the preju- 
dices of party, and the virulent zeal of reſtleſs 
and turbulent men, would place the proceed- 
ings of the Aſſembly on this occaſion, in a 
point of view equally odious with the con- 
duct of Spain on the ſame blood-ſtained thea- 
tre, in times paſt. No reaſonable allowance 
would be made for the wide difference ex- 
iſting between the two caſes. Some gentle- 
men even thought that the co-operation of 
dogs with Britiſh troops, would give not 
only a cruel, but alſo a very daſtardly com- 
plexion to the proceedings of government. 

To theſe, and fimilar, objections it was an- 
ſwered, that the ſafety of the iſland, and the 
lives of the inhabitants were not to be facrificed 
to the apprehenſion of perverſe miſconſtruc- 
tion or wilful miſrepreſentation in the mother 
country. It was maintained that the grounds of 
the meaſure needed only to be fully examaied 
into, and fairly ſtated, to induce all reaſonable 
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men to admit its propriety. and neceſſity, To 
hold it as a principle, that it isan act of cruelty 
or cowardice in man to employ other animals 
as inſtruments of war, is a poſition contradicted 
by the practice of all nations.—'Fhe Aſiaticks 
have ever uſed elephants in their battles ; and 
if lions and tygers poſſeſſed the docility of 
the elephant,, no one can doubt that theſe 
alſo would be made to aſſiſt the military ope- 
rations of man, in thoſe regions of which they: 
are inhabitants. Even the uſe of cavalry, as 
eſtabliſhed among the moſt civilized and poliſh- 
ed nations of Europe, muſt be rejected, if this 
principle be admitted; for wherein, it was- 
aſked, does the humanity of that doctrine 
conſiſt, which allows the employment of 
troops of horſe in the purſuit of diſcomfitted 
and flying infantry ; yet ſhrinks at the pre- 
ventive meaſure of ſparing the effuſion of. 


human blood, by tracing with hounds the 
| haunts of murderers,. and roufing from am- 


buſh, ſavages more ferocious. and blood-thirſty: 
than the animals which track them? 

The merits of the queſtion, it was faid,, 
depended altogether on the origin and cauſe 
of the war; and the objects ſought to be ob- 


tained by its eontinuance ; and the authority 
af 


(ix 1 


of the firſt writers on publick law, was ad- 
duced in ſupport of this conſtruction. If 
the cauſe and end of war (ſays Paley “) be 
juſtifiable, all the means that appear neceſ- 
ſary to that end are juſtifiable alſo. This 
is the principle which defends thoſe extremi- 
ties to which the violence of war uſually. pro- 
ceeds: for ſince war is a conteſt by force 
between parties who acknowledge no com- 
mon ſuperior, and fince it includes not in its 
idea the ſuppoſition of any convention which 
ſhould place limits to the operations of force, 
it has naturally no boundary but that in which 
force terminates; the deſtruction of the life 
againſt which the force is directed.” It was 
allowed (with the ſame author) that gratuitous 
barbarities borrow no excuſe from the licence 
of war, of which kind is every cruelty and 
every inſult that ſerves only to exaſperate the 
ſufferings, or to incenſe the hatred of an ene- 
my, without weakening his ſtrength, or in 
any manner tending to procure his ſubmiſ- 
ſion ; ſuch as the laughter of captives, the 
ſubjecting them to indignities or torture, the 
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violation of women, and in general the de- 
ſtruction or defacing of works that conduce 
nothing to annoyance or defence. Theſe enor- 
mities are prohibited not only by the practice 
of civilized nations, but by the law of nature 
itſelf; as having no proper tendency to accele- 
rate the termination, or accompliſh the object 
of the war ; and as containing that which in 
peace and war is equally unjuſtifiable, namely, 
ultimate and gratuitous miſchief. Now all theſe 
very enormities were practiſed, not by the 
Whites againſt the Maroons, but by the Ma- 
roons themſelves againſt the Whites. Hu- 
manity therefore, it was ſaid, was no way 
concerned in the ſort of expedient that was 
propoſed, or any other, by which fuch an 
enemy could moſt ſpeedily be extirpated. 
They were not an unarmed, innocent and de- 
fenceleſs race of men, like the ancient Ameri- 
cans; but a banditti of aſſaſſins: and tenderneſs 
towards ſuch an enemy, was cruelty to all the 
reſt of the community. 

Happily, in the interval between the FRO: 
mination of the Aſſembly to procure the Spa- 
niſh dogs, and the actual arrival of thoſe aux- 


Jiaries from Cuba, ſuch meaſures were pur- 
ſued 


( ba ) 


ſued as . promiſed to render their aſſiſtance al- 
together unneceſſary.— On the death of Colo- 
nel Fitch, the chief conduct of the war, in the 
abſence of the Governor, was entruſted to 
Major General Walpole, an officer whaſe 
indefatigable zeal and alacrity ;—Whoſe gal- 
lantry, circumſpection, and activity, in a. very 
ſhort time gave a new aſpect to affairs, and 
reduced the enemy to the laſt extremity. Al- 
though the country to which the Maroons 
retired, was perhaps the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
impracticable of any on the face of the earth, 
it was entirely deſtitute of ſprings and rivers. 
All the water which the rains had left in the 
hollows of the rocks was exhauſted, and the 
cnemy's only reſource was in the leaves of the 
wild pine; a wonderful contrivance, by which 
Divine Providence has rendered the ſterile and 
rocky deſarts of the torrid zone in ſome degree 
habitable *; but even this reſource was at 

e 4 length 


* The botanical name is Tillandfia maxima. It is not, 
properly ſpeaking, @ tree; but a plant, which fixes itſelf 
and takes root on the body of a tree, commonly in the 
tork. of the greater branches of the wild cotton tree. By 
the conformation of its leaves, it catches and retains wa- 
ter from every ſhower. Each leaf reſembles a ſpout, and 
| forms 
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length exhauſted, and the ſufferings of the 
rebels, for want both of water and food; were 
exceſſive. By the unremitting diligence and 
indefatigable exertions of the troops, all or 
moſt of the paſſes to other parts of the ooun- 
try were effectually occupied; and a perſeve- 
rance in the ſame ſyſtem muſt, it was thought, 
ſoon force the enemy to an unconditional ſur- 
render. 5 
In ſpite of all theſe precautions, however, 
a rebel Captain of the name of Johnſon, found 
means to conduct a ſmall detachment of the 
Maroons into the pariſh of St. Elizabeth, and 


to ſet fire to many of the plantations in that 


fertile diſtrict. His firſt attempt was againſt 
the habitation of a Mr. M* Donald, whoſe 
neighbour, a Mr. Haldane, together with his 
fon, haſtened to his aſſiſtance. The elder 
Haldane unfortunately fell by a muſket ball, 
but the ſon ſhot the Maroon dead that fired i it, 
and carried his wounded father in his arms to 


SER at its baſe a natural bucket or reſervoir, which 
contains about a pint of pure water, where it remains 
perfectly ſecure, both from the wind and the ſun; yield- 
ing .refreſhment to the thirſty traveller in places where 
water is not otherwiſe to be procured, | | 


a place 


C 
a place of fafety, where he happily Hob ered. 
— The Maroons were repulſed ; but proceed- 
ing to a plantation of Dr. Brooks, they burnt 
the buildings to the ground, and killed two 
white men who oppoſed them. They left 
however a white woman and her infant un- 
moleſted; and as this was the firſt inſtance 
of tenderneſs ſhewn by the rebels to women 
and children, it was imputed rather tö the 
conſciouſneſs of their inability to continue the 
war, and the hopes' of getting better terms on 
a treaty by this act of lenity, n. to _ _ 
in their difpofition. 2 
The Earl of Balcarres, been as the buf- 
neſs of the Aſſembly would allow him to be 
abſent from the capital, repaired in perſon 
to the ſcene of action, and it is impoffible to 
ſpeak of his, and General Walpoke s exertions, 
in terms of ſufficient approbation, or to convey 
any juſt idea of the fatigues and hardſhips which 
the troops underwent, without entering into a 
copious detail of the various enterprizes and 
ſkirmiſhes that enſued, and the difficulties they 
had to encounter from the nature of the coun- 
try. The line of operation extended upwards 
of twenty miles i in length, through tracts and 
8 glades 
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glades of which the military term agile, gives 
no adequate conception. The caves in which 
the Maroons concealed their ammunition and 
proviſions, and ſecured their women and chil- 
dren, were inacceſſible to the Whites. The 
place called the Cockprts before mentioned, 
could be reached only by a path down a ſteep 
rock 150 feet in almolt perpendicular height. 
Strange .as it may appear, this obſtacle was 
ſurmounted by the Maroons without difficulty. 
Habituated to employ their naked feet with 
ſingular effect, in climbing up trees and pre- 
cipices, they had acquired a dexterity in the 
practice, which to Britiſh troops was alto- 
gether aſtoniſhing and wholly inimitable. On 
the other hand, all the officers. and privates, 
both of the regulars and militia, from a well - 
founded confidence in their chieſ command- 
ers, ſeem to have felt a noble emulation which 
ſhould moſt diſtinguiſh themſelves: for zeal in 
the cauſe, obedience to orders, and a cheerful 
alacrity in puſhing forward on every ſervice of 
difficulty and danger; ſuſtaiuing without a 
murmur many extraordinary hardſhips; among 
which, diſtreſs for want of water, and thirſt 
even to extremity, were none of the leaſt, 


I 


( ty ) 


It was eaſily foreſeen that a perſeverance in 
the ſame line of conduct, muſt ultimately prove 
ſucceſsful; and intimations were at length re- 
ceived, by means of enſlaved negraes whom 
the Maroons had forced into their ſervice, and 
purpoſely diſmiſſed, that they were extremely 
deſirous of an accommodation, on any terms 
ſhort of capital puniſhment, or. tranſportation 
from the country. They expreſſed a willing- 
neſs, it was ſaid, to. deliver up their arms, and 
all the fugitive ſlaves that had joined them, to 
ſurrender their lands, and intermix with the 
general body of free blacks, in ſuch parts of 
the country as the colonial government ſhould 
approve. Although theſe overtures were evi- 
dently diftated by deprecation and deſpair, 
it was the opinion of many wiſe and worthy 
men among the iichabitants, that they ought 
to be accepted; and it was ſaid that General 
Walpole himſelf concurred in the ſame ſenti- 
ment. It was urged that the war, if continu- 
ed on the only principle by which it could be 
maintained, muſt be a war of extermination. 
Some few of the Maroons, however, would 
probably elude the laſt purſuit of vengeance ; 
nd theſe would form a central point to which 
8 the 
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the runaway negroes would reſort, Thus hof- 
tilities would be perpetuated for ever; and it 
was obſerved that a ſingle Maroon, in the ſea- 
fon of crop, with no other weapon than a 
firebrand, might deſtroy the cane fields of 
many opulent pariſhes, and confume in a few 
hours, property of immenſe value. To theſe 
confiderations, was to be added the vaſt ex- 
pence of continuing the war. The country 
had already expended . go, ooo, excluſive 
of the loſs which was ſuſtained by individual 
proprietors ; conſequent on the removal from 
their plantations of all the white ſervants, to 
attend military duty. In the meanwhile, 
cultivation was ſuſpended, the courts of law 
had long been ſhut up; and the iſland at large 
ſeemed more like a garriſon, under the power 
of the law-martial, than a country of agricul- 
ture and commerce, of civil judicature and 
increaſing proſperity. 

On the other hand, it was loudly declared 
that a compromiſe with a lawleſs banditti, 
who had ſlaughtered ſo many excellent men, 
and had murdered in cold blood even women 
in child- bed, and infants at the breaſt, was a 
ſhameful ſacrifice of the publick honour; « 

total 
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total diſregard to the dictates of juſtice ; an 
encouragement to the reſt of the Maroons 
to commit ſimilar outrages, and a dreadful 
example to the negroes in ſervitude; tending 
to impreſs on their minds an idea not of the 
lenity of the Whites, but of their inability to 
puniſh ſuch atrocious offenders. It was al- 
ledged withal, that the rebel Maroons were 
not themſelves ſeriouſly deſirous of ſuch an 
accommodation. Their only purpoſe was to 
gain time, and procure an opportunity to get 
into better quarters; judging perhaps that 
the militia of the country, a large propor- 
tion of whom were at the diſtance of one 
hundred miles from their places of reſidence, 
would ſoon be tired of the conteſt. Many 
facts were indeed related, and ſome ſtrong cir- 
cumſtances adduced, which gave a colour to 
this charge ; and proved that the Maroons had 
not altogether relinquiſhed their hopes. of 
creating a general revolt among the enſlaved 
negroes. Such an event however was not 
likely to happen, while the country continued 
in arms. The diſmiſſion of the troops, on the 
fallacious idea of an accommodation with the 
Maroons, would alone, it was ſaid, realize 


the danger. 
Fortunately 
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Fortunately for all parties, this unnatural 
and deſtructive revolt, was brought to a happy 
termination much ſooner than might have been 
apprehended. On the 14th of December, the 
commiſſioner who went to the Havannah fbr 
aſſiſtance, arrived at Montego Bay with forty 
chaſſeurs or Spaniſh hunters (chiefly people 
of colour) and about one hundred ' Spaniſh 
dogs. Such extraordinary accounts were im- 
mediately ſpread of the terrifick appearance, 
and ſavage nature of theſe animals, as made 
an impreſſion on the minds of the negroes that 
was equally ſurprizing and unexpectet. 
Though theſe dogs are not in general larger 
than the ſhepherds' dogs in Great Britain, 
(which in truth they much reſemble) they 
were repreſented as equal to the maſtiff in 
bulk, to the bull- dog in courage, to the 
blood-hound in ſcent, and to the grey-hound 
in agility. If entire credit had been given to 
the deſcription that was tranſmitted through 
the country of this extraordinary animal, it 
might have been ſuppoſed that the Spaniards 
had obtained the ancient and genuine breed of 
Cerberus himſelf, the many-headed monſter 
that guarded the infernal regions. 


Whether 


( 

Whether theſe reports were propagated 
through folly or deſign, they had certainly a 
powerful and very ſalutary effect on the fears 
of the rebel Maroons, a large party of whom 
now diſplayed ſtrong and indubitable evidences 
of terror, humiliation, and ſubmiſſion, and 
renewed their ſolicitations for peace with great 
earneſtneſs and anxiety. A negociation was at 
length opened, and a treaty concluded; of 
which, and the proceedings that followed, until 
the embarkation of the Maroons for. North 
America, the. Minutes of the Aſſembly ſub- 
joined, furniſh a copious and ſatisfactory de- 
| tail. It is pleaſing to add, that not a drop of 
blood was ſhed after the dogs arrived. Here 
then I cloſe this introductory diſcourſe. From 
the account that I have given of the ferocious 
character, and diſſolute manners of the Ma- 
roon negroes of Jamaica, the calm and unpre- 
judiced reader will draw the proper conclu- 
ſion, and perhaps agree with me in thinking, 
that a wild and lawleſs freedom, ſuddenly be- 
ſtowed on any people on earth, neither con- 
tributes to benefit ſociety, nor to promote the 
happineſs of the people themſelyes. Many of 
we features which deform the Maroons, have 
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hitherto been ſuppoſed peculiar to men in 4 
ſtate of ſlavery, which undoubtedly debaſes 
and degrades the human mind, and depreſſes 
its faculties; yet, after the picture that has 
been exhibited of the extreme of liberty, 
who will contend that a condition of life; 
which allows the paſſions to rage without 
controul or reſtraint, is a ſtate conformable 
to nature, or conducive to the happineſs of 
mankind? Men in favage life, or bur a little 
removed from it, can only be made uſeful ts 
ſociety, or beneficial to each other, by the 
ſtrong hand of authority. Perſuaſion is loſt on 
ſuch men, and compultion, to a certain degree: 
is humanity and charity. | 

Of the policy of ridding the country of ſuch 
an enemy (admitting the juſtice of the war on 
the part of the Whites) there can be but one 
opinion. After ſuch a war, carried on in ſuch 
a manner, it is impoſſible to believe, that a 
cordial reconciliation between the white. in- 
habitants and the Maroons could ever have 
taken place. The latter would probably have 
continued a ſullen ſubjugated people, em- 
ployed only in ſeducing the enſlaved negroes 
from their fidelity, and ready to revolt them- 
| ſelves 
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ſelves, whenever occaſion ſhould offer. No 
country on earth,” ſays Rutherford, © would 
ſuffer a body of men to live within its terri« 
tories, unleſs they would agree to be ac- 
countable to its laws, as far as the general 
ſecurity requires.” To expect ſuch conduct 
from the Maroons, was to manifeſt a total ig- 
norance of their diſpoſition. Concerning 
another queſtion which was ſtarted in Great 
Britain, when the firſt account was received 
of the diſpoſal of theſe people, namely, the 
legal right of the colonial government to baniſh 
a ſet of miſcreants who had been guilty of 
felony, murder, and treaſon; no doubt, I think, 
could have been gravely maintained on the 
ſubject; except in times like the preſent, 
when the bonds of ſociety ſeem every where 
to be looſened; and when crimes the moſt 
.atrocious and abominable (if committed by 
the lower orders of men againſt their ſu- 
periors) meet with apologiſts and advocates |! 
It has been aſſerted, however, that the 
Maroons were expreſsly protected againſt ba- 
niſhment, by treaty; and the high authority 
of the gallant officer himſelf, with whom the 
treaty was concluded, has been appealed to 
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in ſupport of this aſſertion. It is indeed be- 


coming the humane and generous nature of a 


brave man, to ſhew mercy to a vanquiſhed 
enemy; and the gratitude that is juſtly due 
from the inhabitants of Jamaica to General 
Walpole, gives great weight to his opinion. 
On a queſtion between ſuch an authority on 
the one hand, and that of the Governor and 
Aſſembly on the other, and under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances (independently of the perſonal 
reſpe&t and eſteem which I bear towards 
General Walpole) it would ill become me 
to offer any deciſion: the Aſſembly conſi- 
dered that the General was honourably re- 
leaſed from his pledge, and that their con- 
duct towards the Maroons was defenſible, 
not only on the ground of good policy, but 
of ſtrict juſtice. In ſupport of their proceed- 
ings, they directed the ſubſequent minutes to 
be printed in Jamaica, that facts might ſpeak 
for themſelves; and they are re- publiſhed in 
Great Britain for the ſame purpoſe. To the 


impartial Publick therefore, they are now re- 


ſpectfully ſubmitted. 


W——_ — 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


THAT no information on the ſubje& of 
the Maroons may be withheld from the 
reader, it is thought neceſſary to inform 
him, that ſoon after the ſubſequent minutes 
were printed by order of the Aſſembly, his 
Majeſty's ſhip the Dover, with two tran- 
ſports in company, having on board the Tre- 
lawney Maroons \in number about fix hun- 
dred) provided with all manner of neceſſaries, 
2s well for their accommodation at ſea, as for 
the change of climate, failed from Bluefields 
in Jamaica, for Halifax in North America, the 
beginning of laſt June. They wereaccompanied 
by William Dawes Quarrel and Alexander 
Ouchterlony, Eſquires, commiſſioners ap- 
pointed by the Aſſembly, with authority and 
inſtructions (ſubject to his Majeſty's appro- 
bation and further orders) to purchaſe lands 
in Lower Canada, or where elſe his Majeſty 
ſhould pleaſe to appoint, for, the future eſta- 
bliſhment and ſubſiſtence of thoſe Maroons, 
as a free people. The commiſſioners, had or- 
ders withal, to provide them the means of a 

f 2 comfortable 
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comfortable maintenance, until they were ha- 
bituated to the country and climate. The 
Sum of J. 25, ooo was allowed for thoſe pur- 
poles. 

The following votes and proceedings of the 
Aſſembly, having been omitted in the minutes, 
are added in this place: 


HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
Friday, April 22, 1790. 


Reſolved, nem. con. That the Receiver 
General do remit the ſum of ſeven hundred 
guineas to the Agent of the iſland, for the 
purpoſe of purchaſing a ſword, to- be pre- 
ſented to the Right Hon. ALEXANDER Earl of 
BALCARRES;as a teſtimony of the grateful ſenſe 
which the houſe entertain of his diſtinguiſhed 
ſervices, diſplayed both in the field and ca- 
binet; and under whole auſpices, by the bleſ- 
ſing of Divine Providence, a happy and com- 
plete termination has been put to a moſt dan- 
gerous rebellion of the Trelawney-Town Ma- 
roons, whereby the general value of property, 
as well as ſecurity of the iſland, have been 
highly augmented. | 

9 ＋ Ordered, 


( -Ioexy 


_ Ordered, That a copy of the above reſolu- 
tion be ſent to his honour. the Lieutenant» 
Governor. 

Reſolved, nem. con. That Mr. Speaker be 
requeſted to preſent the thanks of, the Houſe 
to the Hon. Major General WALPoLE, for the 
ſignal ſervices performed by him to this iſland, 
in the late rebellion of the Trelawney- Town 
Maroons. | 

Reſolved, nem. con, That the Receiver 
General do remit to the agent of this iſland, 
five hundred guineas, for the purpoſe of pur- 
chaſing a ſword, to be preſented to the Hon. 

Major-General WALPOLE ; as a teſtimony of 
the grateful ſenſe which the Houſe entertain of 
his important ſervices and diſtinguiſhed merit, 
in the ſuppreſſion of the late Pens , wn 
Trelawney-Town Maroons. 

Reſolved, nem. con. That Mr. dice be 
requeſted to give the thanks of the Houſe to 
the brave Officers and Privates of the regulars 
and militia, for their gallant ſervices to the iſland, 
during the late rebellion of the Trelawney- Town 
Maroons; and that the Commander in Chief, 
under whoſe auſpices they fought, be requeſted 
by Mr. Speaker, to communicate the high 
f 3 ſenſe 
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ſenſe which the Houſe entertain of their diſ- 
tinguiſhed merit. 


Thurſday, April 28. 

A motion being made, that a Committee be 
appointed to enquire and report to the Houſe 
the names of ſuch perſons as have fallen in 
battle during the late rebellion, that a monu- 
ment may be erected to perpetuate their me- 
mories, and the gratitude of this country for 
their eminent ſervices; 

Ordered, That Mr. Fitch, Mr. Vaughan, 
Mr. Mathiſon, Mr. Stewart, and Mr. Hodges, 
be;a Committee for that purpoſe. 


Saturday, April 30. 
The Lieutenant Governor's Anſwer to the 


meſlag: from the Houſe, with the reſolution 
of the 22d inſt. 


Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Honſe 

of Aſembly, | 

The preſent you have made me, by your 

unanimous reſolution of the 22d inſtant, i is in- 
eſtimable. 

A ſoldier's honour, with emblem and em- 

phaſis, is placed in his ſword; and I ſhall 

tranſmit your precious gift to my poſterity, as 


an 
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an everlaſting mark of the reverence, the at- 

tachment, and the gratitude, I bear to the iſland 

of Jamaica, * 
BALCARRES, 


The following Addreſs was this day pre- 
ſented to his Honour the Lieutenant Gover- 
nore”. FE Las N 

WE, his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſub- 
jects, the Aſſembly of Jamaica, beg leave to 
offer to your Honour, our moſt ſincere and 
cordial congratulations on the happy and com- 
plete termination of the rebellion of the Tre- 
lawney-Town Maroons. | 

This great and important event muſt be pro- 
ductive of ſubſtantial benefits and ſalutary con- 
ſequences to the country, in every point of view 
in which it can be contemplated: tranquillity 
and the enjoyment of our civil rights, are re- 
ſtored; public credit, ſo eſſential to the ſupport 
of government and to the proſperity, if not to 
the very exiſtence of the country, is re- eſta- 
bliſhed, and our internal ſecurity greatly in- 
creaſed and confirmed. 

From all theſe ineſtimable advantages, we 
look forward with confidence to the augmen- 
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tation of the value of property, which is likely 


to take place; and which, in time, we truſt, 
will compenſate all the loſſes and expenditure 


of treaſure unavoidably incurred in the proſe. 
cution of the war. 3 

It is with peculiar ſatisfaction and gratitude 
we acknowledge the lively impreſſion made 
on us by the energy diſplayed by your Lord- 
ſhip in difficult operations of war; which af- 
fords the moſt convincing proof, that the zeal, 
ardour, and activity manifeſted in your military 
conduct, have only been equalled by the found 
policy, and deciſive meaſures, which marked 
the wiſdom of your councils, 


HIS HONOUR'S ANSWER. 


Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Houſe of 
. Aſſembly, 


Your addreſs excites in my boſom every 
ſenſation of pleaſure, the mind of man is ca- 
pable of receiving. 

The picture you have drawn of the future 
proſperity of the Iſland, is ſtrong and impreſ- 
ſive. 


After 
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After contemplating the unavoidable cala- 
mities of war, a ſentiment ariſes, grateful and 
ſoothing to a feeling heart— 

That, during your conteſt with an enemy 
the moſt ferocious that ever diſgraced the an- 
nals of hiſtory: 

That, during your conteſt with an army of 
ſavages, who have indiſcriminately maſſacred 
every priſoner whom the fortune of war had 
placed in their power no barbarity, nor a ſingle 
act of retaliation, has ſullied the brightneſs 
of your arms. 

I pray that the energy, the vigour, and the 
humanity, which you have ſo honourably diſ- 
played, may deſcend to your children; and ſe- 
cure to them for ever thoſe bleſſings which you 
have hitherto enjoyed, under the mild and 
happy government of the illuſtrious houſe of 
Hanover. | | 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Governor and Aſſembly of Jamaica, 


IN REGARD TO THE 


MAROON NEGROES: 


PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE ASSEMBLY, 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


Monday, 3otb November, 1795. 


PETITION of ſundry perſons, known un- 
der the denomination of Maroons, was pre- 
ſented to the houſe, and read, ſetting forth, 

e That the petitioners have always been faithful 
to their king and country, and obedient to the 
laws: 

© That they have never joined in any rebellion 
or rebellious conſpiracy; on the contrary, they de- 
teſt and abhor all treaſons and treaſonable practices: 

© That they are willing and anxious to take the 
benefit of the act, and to give up for ever any right 
they may have of inheritance to any of the lands 
granted to the maroons, whereſoever ſituated ; 

“That many of the petitioners are totally depen- 
dent on the gooneſs of the white inhabitants; that 
many have children, and have it not in their power 
to procure a ſettlement ;” 

And praying for relief. 

Note. The above petition is ſubſcribed with the 
following names: Elizabeth Collins, Francis 
Collins, Margaret Collins, Sally Collins, Joanna 
Graham, Quaſbeba, Molly, Nancy Grey, Mary 
Simpſon, Elizabeth Palmer, Margaret Reid, 
Amelia Lewis, Peggy Murray, Matthew Tho- 
mas. 

B TrvzsDay, 
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THruRSDay, 3d December, 1795. 


A meſſage from his honour the lieutenant-gover- 
nor, by his ſecretary, as follows: 


« Mr. Speaker, 
cc T am commanded by his honour the lieutenant- 
governor to lay before the houſe a petition preſented 
to him from the Trelawny-T own maroons, who ſur- 
rendered to his honour in obedience to his procla- 
mation of the 8ch of Auguſt laſt: 


© Jamaica, /. 
© To the right honourable ALEXANDER earl of 


.BaLCARRES, lieutenant- governor and com- 
mander in chief, &c. Sc. Ec. 


Me humble petition of the Trelawny-Town maroons, 
now in the barracks in King ſton. 


* Humbly ſheweth, 

© Thar your petitioners, in purſuance of a pro- 
clamation of your lordſhip, of the 8th day of 
Auguſt laſt, ſent into the Trelawny maroon town, 
ſurrendered themſelves to your lordſhip : 

© That, by virtue of an act entitled, © An act to 
repeal © An act for the better order and government 
of the negoes belonging to the ſeveral negro- 
towns ; and for preventing them from purchaſing of 
ſlaves; and for encouraging the ſaid negroes to go 
in purſuit of runaway ſlaves; and for other pur- 


poſes therein mentioned; and for giving the ma- 
5 roon 
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roon negroes further protection and ſecurity ; for 
altering the mode of trial ; and for other purpoſes,” 
it is enacted, that it ſhall be lawful for any maroon 
negro or negroes to appear in perſon before the 
Juſtices of their precinct, at the time they ſhall pre- 
fide at any of the courts of quarter- ſeſſions, and 
there and then publicly and ſolemnly to declare, that 
he, ſhe, or they, are deſirous and willing to give 
up any right he, the, or they, may have to any 
part of the lands which have been granted to the 
maroon negroes, and that he, ſhe, or they, are 
deſirous and willing to reſide in any other part of the 
iſland, except in any of the maroon towns: 

That your petitioners are deſirous to avail them- 
ſelves of the terms of the ſaid act; but that, in ſo 


doing, your petitioners will be without any means of 


ſupport: 

© Your petitioners therefore humbly ſubmit them- 
ſelves to your lordſhip's _ and conſideration 
in the premiſes ; 


* And your petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 
3d November, 1795. 
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John + James 
mark, 
his 
Joſeph + Campbell 
mark, 
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Donald + Cooper 
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his 
Cuffie + 
mark 
his 
James + Ruſſea 
mark 
his 
Herbert + Jarrett 
mark 
his 
Martin ＋ Sewell 
mark 
his 
William + Anglin 
mark 
his 
Samuel —— Tharp 
mark. 
his 
William = Libbart 
mark 
his 
Daniel + Bernard 


mark 
bis 
John + Euler 


mark 
his 
John + Witter 
mark 
his | 
Gayton + Quaco 
mark 
his 
Peter + Gordon 


mark 


bis 
James + Lawrence, capt. 
mark 


his 
Samuel + Shaw, capt. 
mark 
bis 
James + Williams, capt. 
mark 


his 
John + Thomſon, lewt. 
mark 
bis 
James + Reilly 
mark 
bis 
Charles + Bernard, tent. 


1 
John + Samuel 
mark 

bis 

Bob + Downer 


4. - © 


lt re 
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nt 
1 his 
# John + Sympſon Y 
1 mark 
af his 
| 72 John + Palmer 
1 1 his 
I James + Bernard 
4 mark 
1 : ; his 
1 John + Bucknor 
Eo. mark 
„ JAMaAlca, /. 
. Robert Gibb, of the periſh of Kingſton, gen- 


tleman, being duly ſworn, maketh oath and ſaith, 

that he was preſent and did ſee the above thirty- 

three perſons ſet and ſubſcribe their ſeveral marks 
or names to the aforegoing petition. 

© Sworn before me, this 5th day of Nevember, 1795. 

© SIMON TAYLOR.“ 
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& her 
Sukey + Martin 
3 mark, for ſelf and child, named 
i William Martin 
* her 
i Mary + Sterling 
1 mark 
her 
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Mimba + 
mark, and her daughter, Mary 
Fiſher 
ber 
Maria + 
mark, for ſelf and child, named 
Thomas Morris 
Pat:ence 
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Witneſs, 
Jonx M*CaLL. 


Patience 


Juba + 


WE 
her 


mark 
ber 


mark, for ſelf and ber child, named 
Quamina 
her 
Amelia + Palmer 
mark 
ber 
Suſanna ＋ Palmer 
mark, for ſelf and three chil- 
dren, named Eleanor Pal- 
mer, Emily Mountague, and 
John Pendrill 
ber 


Ann + Sewell 


mark. 


her 
Lilly + Allen 


mark 


ber 
Roſanna + Scarlett 
mark, for ſelf and four children, 
named John Quick, Eliza- 
beth Quick, William Scar- 
Jett Earle, and John Auglin 
Earle. 


Ber 
Elizabeth + Borthwick 
mark, fer ſelf and child, nam- 
ed Mary Sharp 
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| his 
James + Allen 


mark 
her 


Sarah + Saunders 


mark 


her 
Elizabeth + Sewell Walcott 
mark, for ſelf and two chil- 
dren, named Ann Weir and 
William Walcott 
Ber 


Betty ＋ Cole 


mark 


© JAMAICA, ff. 

e John M<Call, of the pariſh of Kingſton, gen- 
tleman, being duly ſworn, maketh oath and faith, 
that he was preſent and did ſee the above ſeveral 
perſons ſet and ſubſcribe their ſeveral marks on the 
back of the within-written petition. 

© Sworn before me, this 6th day of November, 1795. 
* SIMON TayLoR,' 


Wepnzspar, 2d March, 1796. 


A meſſage from his honour the lieutenant-gover- 
nor, by his ſecretary, as follows : 


« Mr. Speaker, 

« am commanded by his honour the lieutenant- 
governor to lay before the houſe ſundry papers re- 
lating to the rebel maroons, from No. 1 to No. 29; 
among, which papers 1s contained the correſpon- 
dence between his honour and the honourable 

major- 
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major general Walpole, from the period of the 
truce agreed on by colonel Hull, to that of the ſur- 
render of the rebel maroons incluſive, together 
with the treaty which was made between the ho- 
nourable major-general Walpole on the one part, 
and colone] Montague James * on the part of the 
rebel maroons, and was ratified by his honour on 
the 28th day of December laſt. 

« ] am alſo commanded by his honour to 8 
the houſe, that the rebel maroons (a very few excepted) 
did not comply with the firſt and ſecond articles of the 

ſaid treaty, until the troops were moved in force againſt 
them. 

« I am alſo commanded by his honour the 
lieutenant-governor to inform the houſe, that the 
maroons did not give up the runaways, in conformity to 
the third article of the treaty. 

« His honour, however, commands me to ſig- 
nify to the houſe, that he underſtands that the ſur- 
render of the rebel maroons was received by 
major-general Walpole, under a promiſe of ſafety 
of their lives. 

] am alſo commanded by his honour to in- 
form the houſe, that, upon receiving the treat from 
major-general Walpole, his honour thought it 
expedient to convene as many of the members of 
the council and the aſſembly, as the circumſtances 
of time and their places of reſidence would permit, 
to meet at the king's houſe on the 24th December 
laſt, in order to deliberate upon the terms of the 
treaty, and to give his honour their opinions 

The oldeſt of the maroons, and chief in command. 
thereon : 
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thereon: the paper No. 29, contains the reſolution 
which was paſſed at ſuch meeting, and which his 
honour has alſo directed me to lay before the 
houſe. 
No. 1. 
Old Maroon Town, December 20, 1795. 
© My LokD, 
© I returned here this evening, and have the ſa- 
tisfaction to report to your lordſhip the ſucceſs of 
the detachment under colonel Hull. The maroons, 
by his judicious conduct, were attacked before they 
diſcovered the advanced guard. I need add no- 
thing further to your lordſhip ; colonel Hull's 
report will explain every thing. 
© 1 have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient ſervant, G. WALPOLE. 
Earl Balcarres, &c. king's houſe, Spaniſh-Town. 
© I muſt moſt ſtrongly recommend to your lord- 
ſhip to lay before the afſembly the caſe of the fa- 
mily of Cato, a ſlave of Mr. Vaughan's: He has, 
during the whole campaign, been a moſt faithful 
guide; it was by his means that we diſcovered the 
retreat of the rebels, and he behaved, by every 
accougt, with ſingular bravery during the action: 
He was unfortunately killed by a maroon in an am- 
buſcade, on his way back to bring up the bag- 
gage. G. W. 
No. 2. | 
[ Private.] December 20th, 1795. 
© My DEAR LORD, | 
© Hull has agreed, I underſtand, to a ſort of 
truce, 


(0-3 

truce, This is the only part which, entre nous, I 
diſlike : But, however, for the ſake of public faith, 
I ſhall keep it. My intention was to give them 
terms, but by no means to ſuſpend hoſtilities until 
they ſhould firſt lay down their arms. I ſhall ad- 
here ſtrictly to your lordſhip's inſtructions, I un- 
derſtand that they will ſurrender on their lives only; 
wiſhing for Jand to be allotted them to cultivate. 

© | have the honour to be your very faithful 
ſervant, G. WALPOLE, 
© Earl Balcarres, &c. Spaniſh-Town. 

P. S. I underſtand Hull's truce extends only to 
the poſt about here. 


No. 3. 
December 224, 1795. 
© My LORD, 

© I have the honour to incloſe to your lordſhip 
the propoſals of the maroons, to which I have ac- 
ceded. 

The party under Johnſtone have been ſent to 
by Montague James, ordering them to come in; 
but they are not expected before to-morrow, at 
which time the party here are to come in to build 
their huts. 

The whole detachment behaved to their credit. 
muſt not omit to mention to your lordſhip, that 
to the impreſſion made in the action by the un- 
daunted bravery of the 17th dragoons, who were 
more particularly engaged on the 15th, we owe 
the ſubmiſſion of the rebels: The maroons ſpeak 
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of them with aſtoniſhment. Mr. Werge was par- 
ticularly ſignalized with the advanced guard; and 
the ſerjeant- major of that regiment is ſtrongly re- 
commended, for his ſpirit and activity, by the 
commanding officer Mr. Edwards, who is every 
way deſerving your lordſhip's good opinion. 

© T have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful ſervant, G. WALPOLE. 

The propoſals of the maroons were as follow: 

« 1ſt. That they would, on their knees, beg his 
majeſty's pardon : 

« 24. That they would go to the Old Town, 
Montego-Bay, or any other place that might be 
pointed out, and would ſettle on whatever lands 
the governor, council, and aſſembly might think 
proper to allot : 

« 3d. That they would give up all runaways. 

« ] grant the above. 

« GroRGE WALPOLE, major- general. 


his 


« MonTAcus + James 
mark. 


« Done on Guard-Hill, 21ſt December, 1795. 
« Ratified at Caſtle-Wemyſs, this 28th day of De- 
cember, 1795. 
«© BALCARRES, /ieutenant-governor and com- 
mander in chief, 
« Witneſſes to the within ratification : 
6G. WaLPOLE, major-general 
« TRrEvoR Hur, colonel 
« JaMEs GALLOWAx, /ieutenant=colonel 
% ROBERT SHAwE, Hteutenant-colonel 
WM, 


a= 


L 13 J 
« WM. Aus STEVENSON, lieutenant-colonet 
ce JAMES STEWART, lieutenant-colonel,”* 


No. 4. nd 
© Spaniſh-Town, December 24th, 1795. 
© At a meeving of ſuch members of the council and of 
the afſembly as could attend at the king's houſe, 


Preſent, 
EARL BALCARRES 
Hon, Mr. ATTORNEY -GENERAL 


Hon. Mr. Robo Mr. SHIRLEY 
Hon. Mr. SPEAKER Mr. REeDwoop 
Mr. TavyLoR Mr. Frren 

Mr. Vaucnan Mr. CarIsTIE 
Mr. CocxBurn Mr. BaTTY 

Mr. CuTHaBERT Mr. GALBRAITH. 


« It was reſolved, That if the Trelawny maroons, 
according to the third article of their treaty, deliver 
the runaways that have joined them, and if they, 
according to the firſt article of their treaty, lay 
down their arms, which arms are to be taken away 
from them, that then, and in ſuch _ caſe, general 
Walpole's ſecret article ought to be ratified, as far 
as their not being ſent off the iſland ; but that they 
are to remain in Jamaica, ſubje& to ſuch regula- 
tions as the governor, council, and aſſembly, may 
think proper to enact in that reſpect.“ 


No. 5. 
Old Maroon Town, December 24th, 1795. 


© Two maroons (Smith and Dunbar) have come 


* 
© My pear Lonb, 1 


[ 4 J 

in from Johnſtone's party, to beg the king's 
mercy ; and the whole are to be in here on Satur- 
day, to conſtruct their huts within our poſts. I 
have allotted them a ſpot between Cudjoe-Town 
and the Old Town ; there they are to remain until 
the legiſlature ſhall diſpoſe of them. If 1 might 
give you an opinion, it ſhould be, that they ſhould 
be ſettled near Spaniſh-Town, or ſome other of the 
large towns in the lowlands: The acceſs to ſpirits 
will ſoon decreaſe their numbers, and deſtroy that 
bardy conſtitution which is nouriſhed by an healthy 

mountainous ſituation. | 4. 
No doubt, ſome perſons there will be found who 
may object to the war being terminated: Let 
thoſe finiſh it better, if they can; and, above all, 
do not let them talk of the expence of the war, and 
yet object to its termination; do not let them 
extirpate an enemy at their wine, and then leave 
their poſts to keep their holidays. But there is a 
better reaſon for finiſhing the war; the impoſſibility 
of penetrating the country, if it is at all defended; 
or, if you could get through it, of extirpating 
wholly the rebels: They will increaſe by runaways; 
and, if you deſtroy them to five, thoſe five will be a 
rallying point for more runaways to reſort to, and 
thus the war be perpetuated for years. Suppoſe 
the French were to ſmuggle in a tolerable engineer 
to them; could we cven remain in poſſeſſion of the 
Old Town. There was a runaway of the name of 
Bowman, who alone, a great ſpace of time, deſtroyed 
plantations, and did infinite miſchief, Rely upon 
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it, my lord, that, after more miſchief and more ex- 
pence, you muſt make peace in twelve months 
hence: The difficulty will then perhaps be ſtronger, 
which I have met with, than it is now; namely, that 
of fear : To expel this from their minds has been 
my chief endeavour ; and it was for ſome time be- 
fore I could bring two or three of them from the 
cockpits into the town: If this was to be conti- 
nued; nothing will wear it off the mind; and of 
crimes, thoſe committed under this min are 
the moſt horrid. | 

© In hopes of your lordſhip's approbation, I 
have the honour to be yours moſt faithfully and ſin- 
cerely, G. WALror x.“ 


No. 6. 
[ Private.) 25th December, 1795. 
© My DEAR LORD, 

©] was obliged to accede on my oath; I pro- 
miſed a ſecret article, that they ſhould not be ſent 
off the iſland. 

Hull wiſhes much to go home with the ac- 
count; and he exerted himſelt ſo well on the r 5th, 
that I ſhould hope you will have the goodneſs to 
indulge him. 

Mr. Werge, your lordſhip has recommended 
for a cornetcy, I believe in the 17th; but I muſt 
not conceal from you, that to his preſence of mind 
much of the peace 1s owing. 

Old Montague is, as far as I can gueſs, the 
obſtacle to peace, as much as he dares: Some of 


Z NT ee Een 2, 
2 — —— . -c_— 


l 216 ] 
the maroons were heard to tell him, that they would 
have peace whether he would or not. 

I am your lordſhip's obedient and faithful ſer. 
vant, G. W ALPOLEZ. 


* Hull's dif] n was miſ- dated the a0th inſtead 
of the 19th,” 


No. 6. [Copy.] 

II have received, in Spaniſh-Town, the treaty 
ſigned by general Walpole and colonel Montague 
James, and have ratified the ſame: And I do 
hereby appoint Friday morning, the firſt day of Ja- 
nuary next, at ten o'clock, for the Trelawny ma- 
Toons to come in a body to Caſtle-Wemyls, to 
perform the treaty. 

© Dated at Caſtle- Wemyſs, this 28th day of De- 


cember, 1 1795. 
(Signed) Ba ARREs, Aieutenant- governor. 


No. 7. 
© My LoRD, 

© Every thing wears the beſt poſſible appearance: 
Several of the maroons have been in this day, 
cleaning out the huts, and more are expected to- 
morrow. But Palmer, I believe, it will be difh- 
cult to get in, even if alive, with the reſt. They 
ſeem determincd to be ſure that no infringement of 
the treaty will enſue : I read the ratification to three 
of them, and your lordſhip! s letter, aſſuring them, 
that whatever might be the future diſpoſal of them, 
that they would be a free people. They were alſo 
informed of the 5007. donation of the aſſembly, to 


thoſe who had ſurrendered. 
c I have 


tC 9 1 
have the honour to be your lordſhip's mot 
faithful ſervant, © - - S. WALFOLE, 


Earl Balcarres, Sc. Sc. &c. Caſtle Wemyſs, 
'« Five o'clock, 28 December, 1795. 


No. 8. 
© My DEAR LORD, December 29, 1795. 
© Some of the maroons are, I learn, bringing in 
their families ; but there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that there is a ſchifm amongſt them: One of them 
ſent me word, that old Montague is the cauſe ; 
and I this day hear that poſſibly he may die in the 
woods, ; 
© I ſhould think that your lordſhip will chooſe, 
that all thoſe who do come in ſhould be ſent to 
you on Friday, and that we ſhould attack the re- 
mainder. Fowler has begged that he may have a 
gorget, with ſome inſcription to ſhew that he was 
the firſt who made peace with the white people. 
All this will, I think, ſerve your lordſhip : It will 
clearly prove, that if matters had been held with 
too tight a rein, none would have come in. At 
all events, much is gained even by dividing them. 
I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
obedient ſervant, | G. WALPOLE, 


Earl Balcarres, Sc. &c. Sc. Coſtle-Wemyſs.” 


No. 9. 
My torn, December 3oth, 1795. 
« Notwithſtanding the incloſed papers, I believe 
that many of the maroons are ſincere; they admit 
C _ themſelves, 
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themſelves, that © ſome have bad heart.” How- 
ever, Friday will ſhew; and I ſhall move on Sa- 
turday againſt them, if they do not come in. Nina 
or ten more, in all ſixteen, are here this day, and 
have taken their huts. 

©] have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient, | G. WALPOLE. 

© Earl Balcarres, &c. &c, Caſftle-Wemyſs.” 


No. 10. 
* My DEAR LORD, January 1ſt, 1796. 


I F now give the matter up: Only Smith, Dun- 


bar, Williams, and two boys, are here. I ſhall 
ſend them to Falmouth to-morrow. ] ſuppoſe 
that your lordſhip will admit them to the terms of 
the treaty upon which they have ſurrendered. | 

© I fear that our baggage negroes will not be 
here in time for me to move after theſe raſcals in 
the morning, and that I muſt poſtpone it till Sun- 
day: In this caſe, I ſhall endeavour to ſeduce the 
maroons ſtill to keep near us. 


© Your lordſhip ſhall hear the reſult as ſoon a 


poſſible. 


© Should any future parley proceed from them, 
I ſhall refer them to your lordſhip. 
©I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 


obedient, G. WALPOLE.” 


No. 11. 
Old Maroon Town, January 4th. 1796. 
© My LORD, 
© ] ventured yeſterday to truſt Smith to return 


to the cockpits, to bring in his family, which he 
did 


19 1 

did in the evening, to 1 amount of thirteen; three 
of them very fine young men; the others compre- 
hended his wife and ſeveral ſmall children. He 
had (which induced me to truſt him) given me a 
ſtrong proof of his fidelity and gratitude, by a 
material piece of information, that one of thoſe 
who ſurrendered, in my abſence with your lordſhip, 
is a runaway; that this is an experiment on the 
part of the other runaways, to try whether they can 
paſs for maroons ; and by his (Smith's) advice, I 
let him return to the cockpits. A large body are 
expected in to-day of maroons, and | hope others: 
It will take ſome days, I ſuppoſe, to get in the 
whole; for they are as miſtruſtful as poſſible, and 
each is deſirous that the other ſhould make the ex- 
periment before him. All this will naturally and 
concluſively prove to your lordſhip the impropriety 
of holding forth more harſh conditions than thoſe 
now granted: Should there be any perſon ſo dull 
to common policy and common ſenſe, as to think 
that another turn of the ſcrew would be berter, aſk 
him this queſtion : © Is he prepared to ſpin out the 
conteſt till foreign aſſiſtance may arrive?“ This 
may be followed up by another queſtion, © If fo- 
reign aſſiſtance arrives, what will be the ſituation of 
the iſland ?”? 

I am your lordſhip's moſt faithful and 8 

© G. Wal POLE. 


© DEAR SIR, 
© Unleſs a great number of the maroons came in 
laſt night, or do come in in the courſe of this day, 
C 2 I hope 


L 20 ] 

I hope and truſt that nothing will prevent the dogs 
from going out to-morrow. | 

© 1 am perfectly with you, that the pin ought not 
to receive. another ſcrew ; but alſo clear that it 
ought not to be relaxed. 

should the maroons diſencumber themſelves of 
their women, children, old men, fick and convaleſ- 
cents, they would acquire a degree of pliability 
which they have not at preſent, and, by removing 
from their preſent country into a new one, we 
ſhould be very much cenſured by the iſland for not 
having made the attack while it was in our power. 
We cannot ſtop the operations of war ; I look upon 
the treaty in the ſame point of view with yourſelf; 
but I ſee the danger of not attacking them fo very 
clear as to induce me to declare, that I cannot 
take upon myſelf the reſponſibility of acceding to a 
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moinent's unneceſſary delay. 
I remain, my dear fir, yours faithfully, 

„ © BALCARRES. 
„ * Honorable major- general Walpole, 
bf © Old Maroon-Town, 
„ Caſtie- Memyſs, Jan. 5th, 1796.” 
* 
. "WM No. 12. 

© My LoRD, January 5th, 1796. 


Nine (additional) maroons, men, women, and 
children, came in laſt night. I have permitted two 
or three to return this day, to bring in more of their 
relations: One, however, I ſuſpect will not come 
Out to us again. 
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© The 
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© The Spaniards are, I fear, a little out of tem- 


per. If they cannot be kept, it would be better to 
avail ourſelves of the breach of the treaty by the 
maroons themſelves, and to move on; as- nothing 
can be clearer, than that all treaty would ſoon ter- 
minate were they off the iſland. 

© Mr. Stewart will deliver this to your lordſhip, 
and can inform you as to every point. | 

© T am your ERC s moſt obedient and faithful 
ſervant, | G. WALPOLE.” 


No. 13. 


Old Maroon- Toten, January 5th. 
© My LoRD, | | 

Old Montague will be with you to-morrow, 
and, I believe, thoſe who are expected to day. 
Theſe delays are to be ſure tireſome to a great de- 
cree, but ſtill I think that they will be attended 
with every good conſequence. 

I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful ſervant, 


© Earl Balcarres. G. WaLPOLE.' 


No. 14. | 

My LorD, January gib, 1796. 

* Your lordſhip's Jetter dated January the rt; 
1796, is but now come to hand. Conceiving the 
purport to be a poſitive order from your lordſhip 
to proceed againſt the rebels, I ſhall loſe no time 
in doing ſo; but you will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
the negroes from Trelawny are but now coming 
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1 22 ] 
up (Tueſday afternoon) : We cannot, therefore, 


_ before Thurſday at day-break. 


© I muſt confeſs that even from the truce, if the 
Spaniards can be kept in good humour, very con- 
ſiderable advantages wight accrue ; we are getting 
an increaſe every day, and we have now thirty, a 
number far beyand what two battles could give us 
in ſlain ; and this is owing ſolely to diſtruſt : Each 
is deſirous that his neighbour ſhould try the white 
faith firſt; and when one is ſatisfied, the way is, 
that he returns and brings back moſt of his fa- 
mily. 

Add to this, the crops are gradually getting in, 
and we approach to (or rather they approach us) 


nearer to our reinforcements from England. 


© However, on Thurſday I ſhall go forward, 
© Your lordſhip's moſt obedient, 


© Earl Balcarres, Sc. &c. Sc. G. WaLeoLE.” 


No. 15. 
© December dib, 1795. 
© My Lord, [ 4 miſtake for January 8th. 
© I have written to colonel Shawe to procure me, 
if poſſible, ſome ſhoes for the 16th, as they are 
ſeveral of them barefooted, and the ſupply which J 
expected are not yet arrived. , 

One misfortune will, I fear, occur as to the 
dogs; the extreme want of water: There is none, 
during ſeven hours march, between the great 
cockpit and the ſpot where colonel Hull engaged 
the maroons. Smith likewiſe informs me, that 

there 


[r 23. Þ 

there is none beyond the laſt-mentioned place, EX= 
cept what may chance to be got from wild pines. 
If the dogs cannot be got on through want of wa- 
ter, we muſt leave them behind; but I fear that ir 
will be impoſſible to ſupply the poſt with provi- 
ſions, through ſuch a length of defile, and fo diffi- 
cult a path as it muſt be, that it takes up ſeven 
hours to go only five miles. 

© However, we will get at them ſome how or 
other, either with or without dogs; and the beſt 
{hall be done that can by me. 

] am your lordſhip's moſt faithful and obedient, 


G. WALPOLE.” 


© DEAR SIR, 


] was honoured by your two letters of yeſter- 
day. Colonel Shawe has collected, I believe, 130 
pair of ſhoes, 

© Surely a very few breakers will ſerve to carry 
water for the dogs: Ten are procured here, and 1 
dare ſay ſome more may be picked up. 

© I ſhall return the Smith family to you, in the 
manner you propoſe. 

] ſincerely hope and truſt, that no column ſhall 
proceed againſt the enemy without the dogs, until 
their inefficacy is proved: Such a meaſure I know 
would ſet the country in an uproar. My own re- 
ſponſibility, as well as my opinion and the report [ 
have made to his majeſty of the intended operations 
with the dogs, leaves no other alternative than to 
give immediate and due energy to the enterprize 
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RE 
and ideas of the country, in ſending, at an enor- 
mous expence, for theſe dogs. Yours faithfully, 

© BALCARRES. 


y Caſtle-Wemys, gth January, 17 96. 


No. 16. 


Extract of a letter from major general Walpole to Earl 
Balcarres, dated January 11th, 1796. 


© Samuels, and a brother of Smith's, ſet off for 
the maroons this morning : I ſhall proceed againſt 
them, if ſome do not arrive by three o'clock to- 
morrow.,' 


No. 17. 

O. M. Town, January 12, 1796, 
© My DEAR LORD, : 
© Two new maroons are arrived, and three that 
were in before, and two women. Johnſtone has 
ſent to me to ſay, that he has not been able to pre- 
vail on the women, ſeveral of whom have been 
loſt, and only one found fince the late actions. He 
defires to know what I have to ſay in anſwer to his 
meſſage: My anſwer is, that I ſhall move againſt 
him, unleſs twenty men come in to- morrow. I 
ſhall therefore begin my march at two to-morrow 
afternoon, weather permitting, unleſs I hear to the 
contrary from your lordſhip. I am, however, ap- 
prehenſive that Johnſtone's reply will ſcarcely arrive 
in time: They beg till four o'clock ; but if I de- 
lay till that time, it will be too late for me to move 

till next day, 
© Your 


[ 25 1 | 
© Your lordſhip will pleaſe to conſider what I 


mentioned this morning, excluſive of the poſition 
ſtated by you ; viz. Whether we ſhould be the firſt 


to re-commence hoſtilities: Certainly we ſhall not 


make peace for ſome time to come, after the firſt 
ſhot is fired. 


I remain your lordſhip's moſt faithfully, 


G. WALPOLE. 
Earl Balcarres, Sc. c. Ge. Caſtle- Wemyſs. 


No. 18. 
My LoRD, January 12th, 1796. 

The maroons were ſo terrified laſt night, and 
begged ſo hard, that I told the man who was to 
return to Johnſtone, that if they were not able (the 
twenty men) to reach me by two o'clock, and yet 
were diſpoſed to keep the agreement, that I would, 
upon hearing their horn, defer my march for one 
hour. 

© | think that we ſhall not, on account of water, 
be able to move beyond the great cockpit this 
night : On farther examination, 1t will, I fear, not 
be practicable to carry water enough in breakers 
for ſo many men and dogs, but we can carry 
ſome. 


I am, Sc. &c. G. WALPOLE. 


© The poſt at Tacky's Bum ought to be imme- 
diately re-occupied ; if your lordſhip concurs you 
can iſſue the order. 
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No. 19. 
© My Loks, January 12th, half paſt two. 
© We had ſcarcely moved two hundred yards, 
when I met a maroon coming from Johnſtone, to 
fay that he would come with his people to-morrow 
into the cockpit, to make their huts, and begged 
that I would have proviſions for him; and that he 
would adjuſt every point. 1 have therefore ordered 
the troops to ſtop at the advanced poſts, which is 
about half a mile on this ſide where we meant to 
halt during the night. If Johnſtone will build his 
huts within our poſts, I ſhall permit him to keep 
his arms till he ſees you, then to lay them down. 
If, on account of the women, he inſiſts on building 
them in the cockpit, in that caſe he muſt lay down 


his arms to me. 
© In hopes that your lordſhip will not diſapprove 


of my proceedings, 
© 1 have the honour to be your moſt obedient and 


faithful ſervant, G. WALPOLE.” 


No. 20. 
© DEaR SIR, 
© The maroons, with Johnſtone at their head, are 
either ſerious, or they are not ſerious. If ſerious, 
it can make no difference to them whether they go 
immediately to Montego-Bay barracks, there to 
remain until the aſſembly ſhall diſpoſe of them, or 
that they are permitted to build their huts in the 
Old Town, or vicinity : If they are not ſerious, we 


ſhall only give them time to get out of our way. 
We 


$:99 } 

© We are not a match for them in duplicity. 
We may put our ſtrength in truth and openneſs. 

© I think you may give them an opportunity 
until two o'clock to-morrow afternoon, to come ing 
and then to proceed againſt the remainder. I really 
am for puſhing them hard. We have this day ſeen 
the good effects of it. 

© Permit me to expreſs the very high ſenſe I have 
experienced of your punctuality. Although the 
principle of the order is not diſcretionary, {till I 
give you free permiſſion to modulate it according to 
your judgment. 

© Yours very lincerely, BALCARRES.. 

Caſtle- Wemyſs, Jan. 13th, 17 _ 

© Hon. major-general Walpole.” 


No. 21. 


Advanced poſt 17th It. dragoons, Jan. 14th, ROY 
< My Tod, 

© Young Jarrett, and four boys capable of bear- 
ing arms, with nineteen women and children, have 
arrived at the Old Town; but on my arrival here, 
found Bonny the maroon diſpatched to me by 
Johnſtone yeſterday, returned with another meſſage, 
ſaying, that he had ſo many ſick people that he 
could not reach me this day, but would not fail be- 
ing with me in the morning. This is really ſo per- 
plexing, that I do not know what to do. Your 
lordſhip's directions will reach me time enough, if 
diſpatched immediately, to enable me to proceed 
part of the way to-night, if your lordſhip diſap- 
proves 
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eſteem, yours, 


8 } 


proves of my waiting till to-morrow ; but if, on the 
other hand, your lordſhip ſhould think it proper for 
me to wait till the morning, it will certainly be 
right for me to delay where I am at preſent. 

© I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
obedient, G. Warrol x. 

© DRAR SIR, 

© My orders are, | 

That young Jarrett, the four boys, Bonny, and 
the 19 women and children, be immediately ſecured 
as priſoners : | 

That you do advance againſt the rebels, at the 
very earlieſt moment after you receive this order : 
That you may take Bonny as a guide, if you 
chooſe, and take every meaſure to diſcover where 
the maroons are : 

© Should the maroons, in a body, offer to ſur- 
render, you may receive their arms on the ſpot : 

Any meſſenger going backwards and forwards 
is not to delay your operations : 

© All the maroons now in, to be ſent to Montego- 
Bay, as ſoon as you can procure a ſufficient eſcort, 

© T have the honour to remain, with the greateſt 
BALCARRES, 
C. M. January 14th, 1796. 

Major- general Walpole.” 

No. 22. 
| Paſt three o'clock, January 14th, 1796. 

Mx LORD, 
* Your lordſhip's orders will be obeyed at dawn, 


to-morrow, 


« Your 


[ 29 J 

© Your lordſhip is not, I apprehend, aware that 
Jarrett 'ſurrendered under the treaty, two days 
ſince; and, though charged with a meſſage from 
me to Johnſtone, ſaid, at the ſame time, that he 
would return ; and has kept his word. 

© Bonny ſurrendered yeſterday, and went back- 
wards and forwards twice this day, bringing in his fa- 
mily : His zeal has, I aſſure you, ſince he has firſt 
come here, and witneſſed our conduct, been only 
equalled by his activity as a rebel. I underſtand 
that he, with Smith, are eſteemed the moſt intelli- 
gent among them. 

Old Palmer, Fowler and Taylor, his two ſons, 
are alſo arrived, all uncommonly fine men; Briſſett, 
Sc. in all nine men, and about forty women and 
children ; they ſeem not to care about their arms. 

© Fowler, whoſe wife is ſo big with child as not 
to be able to reach the poſts this day, has entreated 
me to let him accompany me in the morning, to 
endeavour to fave her; this will not, I fear, be poſ- 


ſible to do, from the dogs. 


The maroons are where they were exactly: I 
mean as to reſidences for there is this difference, 
that they are on their road hither. 


I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
obedient, G. WaLeoLs.' 
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© There always will be a difference as to think- 
ing between thoſe on the ſpot and thoſe at a diſ- 
tance ; repreſentations never ſtrike the ſame as 
ocular and even auricular demonſtration : I wiſh 
your 


( 3 
your lordſhip was here ; but your orders ſhall be 


implicitly obeyed. G. W.“ 
No. 23. 
Old Maroon Town, Jan. 15, 1796. 
© My LoRD, 


© Eleven ſtout able maroons, with five women 
and nineteen children, are juſt arrived at this poſt, 

© I ſend you a penciled note from general Wal- 
pole, on his march ; wherein your lordſhip will ſee, 
that he has mer with, in different parties, between 
5o and 60 men, women, and children, and John- 
ſtone with them; and that they will be all in; re- 
queſting your lordſhip's inſtructions — how he 
is to proceed. 
»I have the honour to be, in haſte, reſpeAtully, 
your obedient ſervant, 

G. Browne, major 83d reg. 


No. 24. 
© My LoRD, Old Town, Jan. 15, 1796. 

«© Since my information diſpatched to your lord- 
ſhip through major Browne, the maroons have been 
coming in till dark. Several are ſtill out; Smith 
would reckon about twenty or thirty ; but I ſhould 
think more. The troops ſleep in the woods, between 
three and four miles from hence. I ſhall rejoin them, 
and move forward, if any procraſtination ſhould en- 
ſue in the morning. 

© The total, ſince the commencement of the pre- 
ſent treaty, who have ſurrendered, including Mon- 
tague James, Sc. ſtand thus; viz, 


5 


© 91 men, 


1 

91 men, 111 women, 124 children. 

© I have the honour 0 be your lordſhip's moſt 
ſaithful and . S. Warrorx.“ 


No. 2 5. 
© DAR SIR, © | 

I give you joy of your facceſiful operations. 

© I have no orders to give; thoſe Which 1 have 
already iſſued are exactly conformable to his maje- 
ſty's intentions, which have been communicated to 
me this day by Mr. Dundas and the duke of Port- 
land, per the duke of Cumberland packet. Every 
perſon that comes in ſhall receive quarter; but you 
will not relax one moment in uſing every means 
in your power'to cruſh theſe rebels : If mercy can 
be ſhewn, your own feelings will point the way; 
but it cannot be extended at the expence of one 
moment's delay. | 

All the maroons who come in are to be diſarm- 
ed within your poſts ; and they will be conducted 
to Montego-bay. Jarrett and Bonny, I conceive, 
have ſurrendered in terms of the treaty. _ 

I have the honour. to be, with much ſincerity, 
yours, BALCARRES, 

© Caſtle-Wemyſs, Jan. 15th, 1796. 

Hen. major-general Walpole. 


No. 26. 


© DEAR SIR, 

© I rejoice moſt ſincerely at the very happy proſ- 
pect of a ſpeedy termination to the rebellion, 

] hope you have in your poſſeſſion Ruſea, Wal- 

lace, and Parkinſon : I ſhould, in that caſe, look to 

an immediate concluſion of the buſigeſs. 


© The 
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© The embers ſtill remain; to een chem, 
I give you a carte blanche. ic 

I T' can aſſure you, that your onde will be 
highly approved of by his majeſty. 

© I remain yours faithfully and ſincerely, 
« Caftle-Wemyſs, Jan. 16th, 1796. BALCARREs, 
Hon. W * e 


Teber 34 March, 1796. 


Ordered, That the following meſſage be. fn to 
his honour the lieutenant-governor, 
ce May it pleaſe your honour, 246 1 

« We are ordered by the houſe to wait on your 
honour, and to requeſt you will be pleaſed to order 
all the maroons who are in cuſtody at Montego-Bay, 


— 


Falmouth, and St. Ann's, to be ſent up to Spanitſh- 


Town, as ſoon as poſlible, by ſuch conveyances, 


or under ſuch eſcorts, as your honour may judge 


neceſſary for their ſecurity, to wait the determina- 
tion of the legiſlature ; and that the houſe will make 


good the expence attending the ſame.” 


Ordered, That Mr. Murray and Mr. Wedder- 
burn be a committee to wait on his honour with 


the above meſlage ; who returning, reported the 
delivery thereof. - 


Werks DbAr, 23d March, 1796. 


A meſſage from his honour the lieutenant- goyer- 
nor, by his ſecretary, as follows: 


M. 


1 a7 
| 60 Ia am ee by his honour the lieutenangs 
governor to lay before the houſe ſundry papers re- 
lating to the Trelawny-Town maroons, 
« Firſt parcel, twenty numbers. 
« Second * e numbers, 


— 3 


No. 1. 
9 DAR STR, | * 


© I have great ſatisfaction in Ioannis to you, 
that, in conſequence of orders which I iſſued to 
major-general Walpole, he moved forward. with a 
ſtrong column of regulars, accompanied by the Spa- 
niards and the dogs. 

He had only advanced ſome hundred yards, 
when a maroon delivered a meſſage from Johnſtone: 
As he had experienced much rrifling evaſion, and 
inſincerity, it was judged expedient to move ſlowly 
on, merely taking the precaution of keeping the 
dogs in the rear of the column. 

© In conſequence of this arrangement of the line 
of march, which I conceive was both firm and tem- 
perate, the maroons, to the number of 260, have 
ſurrendered. _ 

© I have in my poſſeſſion, of Trelawny maroons, 
upwards of 400 perſons, of whom I count about 130 
men. Some of the young maroons are ſtill out; 
but I think we have a near and happy proſpect of 12 
extinguiſhing the embers of this rebellion, | | 
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1 34 } 
© You will announce this pleaſing event as 


ſpeedily as poſſible, in the Spaniſh-Town papers. 


© BALCARRES, M. ©. 
* Caftle-Wemyſs, 16th Jan. 1796. 
* Major-general Campbell, Spaniſh-Town.” 


: No. 2. 


Old Maroon-Town, January 17th, 1796. 

© My DEAR LORD, 
© Mr. Mathiſon will have informed your lord- 
ſhip of the reſult of yeſterday. Palmer and Par- 


kinſon are not yet come in, and there have been 


ſome doubts as to them ; but I learn to-day that 


they will come. 


© IT hope to diſpatch a body of about 200, this 
day or to-morrow, to Montego-Bay : There does 
not appear to be the leaſt heſitation, either to go 
down there or to deliver up their arms. John- 
ſtone is more eaſily to be brought to a concluſion 
than any of their chiefs whom I have met with, and 
he preſerves very ſtrict diſcipline amongſt his 
people. 

I could with that your lordſhip would have the 
goodneſs to allow me to keep ſuch a body of them 
here with me as, from circumſtances of the mo- 
ment, may moſt conduce to keep them fatisfied in 
their minds: There is more in this than moſt peo- 
ple think for ; and we are at preſent very great 


friends. Johnſtone has deſired that his people may 


— 


not 


1 33 1 


not have rum, and he yeſterday puhiltied c ohe man 
for drunkennefs. 


I have. to thank your lordſhip for your per- 


ſonal kindneſs to me, and the approbation that is 


likely to flow to me from the king. It ever has 
been my wiſh to diſcharge my duty honeſtly ; and 


although I do not expect that his majeſty will ever 


conſider my humble exertions to the difparagement 
of my ſeniots, yet I hope that your lordſhip will 
not think me unreaſonable in requeſting, at the ter- 
mination of this rebellion, your permiſſion to re- 
turn to Europe, with a view to obtain his majeſty's 
conſent, at a general peace, to a fale of my com- 
miſſion. 

© have the honour to be, with every regard 
and reſpect, your lordſhip's moſt faithful ſervant, 


Earl Balcarres, &c. Go. G. Warrorz. 


© DRAR SIR, 
© I am honoured by yours of the 17th inſtant ; 
and I have not the ſmalleſt doubt you will do all 
you can to realize thoſe advantages we have attain- 
ed, which are in ſome degree inſecure, until ſuch 
time as theſe quickſilver rebels are under lock and 
key. I merely ſuggeſt, that a converſation may 


ariſe in the country, that the maroons have not - 


ſurrendered in terms of the treaty ; and as ſuch 'a 
rumour may get - to the maroons, which would 
make them uneaſy, I wiſh that their numbers refi- 
dent with you may be reduced by every means you 


can deviſes Any part of them that you wiſh to keep 
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in the Old Town * by. courſe; remain, until you 
ſee the propriety of ſending them to the coalt. 8 

© I ſhall order ſome Preparations to be made. in 
St. Ann 5 barracks, for the reception of a party of 
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k them. 

or At the end of the rebellion, I ſhall very 2821 
embrace any opportunity of doing what may be 
plealing ro yourſelf. S i 
f © Yours faithfully, | „eee ; 


c « Cafle-Wemyſs January 17th, 17005 


"2 Jarrett wiſhes much to ſee his wife = 
youngeſt child; they may be ſent to him: The 
wives and families of Ricketts, Dunbar, and the 
others, now at. Falmouth, ſhould: be. ſent down at 
the ſame time. 


bh Hon. major general 2 alpole.” 
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No. 3. | 
Old Maroon Town, January 18th, 1796, 

My Lok, _ 

1 have appointed Mr. Werge to fuperintend 
the management of the maroons, and Mr, Camp- 
bell, of the 13th light dragoons, to act as ſurgeon's 
mate to them, till your lordſhip's pleaſure ſhall be 
known. 

Major - general Reid has, at my deſire, offered 
to go down to Montego-Bay with thoſe who are to 
depart this day: This will prevent any diſſatisfac- 
tion on their part, I truſt ; not that I at preſent ſee 

ha the 


E331 


the ſlighteſt degree of it. Johnſtone affures me, that 
they have perfect confidence as to every thing, 
He came to me yeſterday, to deſire leave to ſend 
a party of four maroons to bring in Parkinſon and 
Palmer, with the remainder ;* and that, if they 
failed, he gave up all with to protect them, and 
would leave them to be dealt with as Tg, be 
thought proper. 

We know perfectly where this party are; 0 
my good lord, be not alarmed too much. Smith 
has offered to go with me, whenever it ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary, and treats Palmer and Parkinſon with great 
contempt. I underſtand, from the liſt ſent to me 
by major James, that thirty- two are ſtill out. This 
liſt ſhould, though made at the end of his ſuperia- 
tendency, appear to be  tolerably accurate: a8 it 
agrees nearly with Smith's account. NT 

* I muſt make another demand for ire i in 
caſe of accidents. 

Martial law muſt be continued till the legiſſa- 
ture comes to a final deciſion as to the ſubſiſting 
and ſettling theſe people. If my preſent gang of 
negroes do not run away, as their time is out, I 
ſhall, in caſe the remainder are not m, move on 
Tueſday after them. 

am n lordſhip's moſt faithful and "WY 
ent, G. WaLeaLE,* - 
© Earl Balcarres, &c. Ge. 


No. 4. 
© Dear stR, 
* I really think that Smith, and others who you 
have mentioned, have behaved extremely well. 
D 3 I think 


. 

© I think they may with great propriety. be truſted 
and kept with you, to the extent of any thing within 
ten; and their families may remain with them. 

© But I confeſs I ſhall enjoy no eaſe, until 1 hear 
that. all the reſt are actually at Montego-Bay. 1 
underſtand you are, getting them away ; certainly 
ſome addreſs is. neceſſary, to execute this eſſential 
point without offending them; and I am perſuaded 
that none of them who have been ſent down ought 
to be permitted to return. 

© You have now with you all the negroes that 
were ſent up for the purpoſe & re-eſtabliſhing the 
poſt at Tackey's Bum. I ſhould be glad to know 
as ſoon as you have fixed the propriety of reſum- 
ing that poſt; and I ſhall give the neceſſary orders 
for its being occupied by a detachment from this 
fide of the country. 


* Yours ſincerely, 
© BALCARRES,” 
e Caſile-Wemyſs, 20th January, 1796. 


© Honourable major- general Walpole.” 


| No. 5. 
© My LoRD, © "4 January 20th, 179% 


© Two of the maroons, out of the four ſent by 
Johnſtone into the woods, have returned (Sam. 
James, one of them, having been taken ill), with 
three men, whom I eaſily perceived to be runa- 
ways. The other two. purfued the track of thoſe 
who are out, and, as the horn was heard this morn- 

ing, I have ſtil TR they will be brought in. 
$ Smith 
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* Smith tells me, that the maroons had, early in 
the war, a deſign to go to a place called Oxford, 
on Hector's River, about ſeven miles on this fide 
of One-Eye, in St, Elizabeth's; but were ſtopped by 
hearing that our troops were there, I hope that 
Mr. Robertſon deſtroyed all the proviſions in that 
neighbourhood ; he aſſured me that he had done 
ſo. I have, however, leſt Palmer and Parkinſon 
ſhould act upon this plan, ordered the 1 3th highs 
dragoons to go. immediately to Oxford, It muſt 
take up a conſiderable time, ſhould they do ſo, as 
Smith tells me that it takes a day to go as far as even 
Vaughansfield from hence; as they are obliged ta 
make three or four trips backwards and forwards 
for their children ; and the wounded are ſtill in the 
woods, who muſt alſo be carried. 

Should any of this party come in, I ſhall di- 
rectly ſend your lordſhip their names. 

Our negroes are come, ſo we can move at any 
time you wiſh for it. 

Any party going hence to He@or's River muſt 
either go through the pens of Trelaway, or by Ac- 
compong-Town. , 

] am your . moſt obedient, 

© G. WALPOLE.” 

© The two maroons are returned, without finding: 

the others; I fear that they are ſcattered about.“ 


No. 6. | 
Thurſday, January 21ft, 85 
© My LoRD, 


© I had the honour of your lordſhip's letter yeſ- 


terday evening, purporting-that an expedition ſhould 
D 4 take 
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[ 4 J 
take place, under the command of a ſubordinate 
officer, for particular reaſons relative to the field- 
officers, to take place on Friday next, Having 
received, through major Browne, your lordſhip's 
expreſs deſire that no expedition ſhould take place 
before Saturday, and that it would be better to 
continue negociating till that time, I had made the 
arrangements accordingly ; and, if your lordſhip 
thinks proper, they ſhall now continue ſo; as I 
confeſs that I ſhould not wiſh that any thing ſhould 
be attempted of conſequence, but under ſome of 
the field-officers; and I have given aſſurances to 
the maroons of a little longer indulgence for the 
coming-in of their families, ſume few of whom, 
from ſickneſs, are flill with the remaining maroons 
in the woods. 

"© F ſent to major Godley laſt night. 


© 1 have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
obedient and faithful, SG. WALPOLE, 


4 


e Drak $1R, 


— 


J am favoured by yours of this date. 
© Saturday; I conceive, will be a very proper 
day for the eipedition, under the command of a 
field- officer. 

long to hear of another batch of maroons 
finding their way to Montego-Bay, 


ron, ce. BALCAR RES.“ 
© Caftle-Wemyſs, January 21, 1796. 


un. majcr- genera] Halpole.“ 


No. 7. 


[ ar * 


No. 7. 
8 Dran GENERAL, 


«I muſt uſe one other argument, in addition t 
thoſe 1 urged this day, as to the a Se” 
ſending down the maroons to Montcgo-Bay ; and 
that is a ſtrong one; namely, That it will be moſt 
difficult, l may ſay impoſſible, for me to meet the 
legiſlacure until this meaſure is effected. 

© The ſituation of the maronns mult be the i im- 
mediate object of their deliberations, and ſomething 
muſt be done by the aſſembly as to the diſpoſal of 
their perſons. 

© It will be impractiqable for me to inform the 
aſſembly that theſe N have ſurrendered them- 
ſelves, unleſs I can give a much more ſolid proof 
of it, than the information of their ſkipping about in 
the Old Town. 

] am therefore extremely anxious that this ſer- 
vice may be performed before the return of the 
dogs. 


0 Tours ſincerely, 55 
© BALCARRES." 


* Caſtle-Wemyſs, Jan. 224, 17 96. : 
c I major-general Walpole.” 


No. 8 
Old Maroon Town, Jan. 23d, 5s. 
© My DEAR LORD, 
© There could have been no neceſſity for your 


lordſhip to recur to any argument to enforce your 
injunctions; 
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injunctions ; it is my duty to obey them; but cer- 
tainly I am not ſo fortunate as to coincide with 
your way of thinking ; and my reafon is, that a 
very different line of conduct has produced the ſuc- 
ceſs which we have already experienced, and, if 
purſued, will probably produce more. The dogs 
had certainly nothing to do with it; it was not, I 
apprehend, known to the maroons that they were 
with us; for the maroons (as I wrote to your 
lordſhip I preſumed was the cafe) had moved 
the day before we did, and were on their way to- 
wards us; we met them early in the morning, about 
2 mile's march: | 

© I have ordered a liſt of forty more maroons to 
be made out, to comply with your lordſhip's or- 
ders, in the courſe of a day or two : Some few went 
voluntarily this morning. 


* have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful ſervant, G. WaLPoLE, 


be detachment has marched in ſearch of the 
rebels. 


© Earl Balcarres, Sc. Sc. Cc.“ 


© DEAR $1R,, 
© I give every reſpect to the ſolidity of your opi- 
nion, though it is contrary to my own. 
© It is impoſſible, however, that J can meet the 
tegiflature, until the perſons of the maroons who 
have come in are actually at Montego-Bay. 
It is impoſſible alſo that I can carry into effect 


thoſe commands which have been given to me by 
his 


tak 


his majeſty, and which are rather of a ſecret na- 
ture. 
© When I enforce the meaſure of ſending theſe 


maroons to Montego-Bay, I ſurely take off from 
you all reſponſibility reſpecting the bad effects of 


our taking ſuch a ſtep, for which 1 am alone an- 
ſwerable. 

© 1 therefore moſt earneſtly and moſt pointedly 
requeſt, that all the maroons may be ſent to Mon- 
tego-Bay, previous to the return of the dogs, ex- 
cepting only a few, which you may keep, as being 
uſeful to you, as deſcribed in my letter to you of 
the 20th inſtant. | 

© I remain yours very ſincerely, BALcARREs.” 

© Caſtle-Wemyſs, Jan. 234, 1796. 

« Hon, majer-general Walpale.* 


No. 9. 
Old Maroon Town, Jan. 2 34, 1796. 
© My LoRD, 


© Another batch of maroons have juſt ſet off for 
Montego Bay; among them, twenty men. I 
reckon ſeventy men there before; which, together 
with a few that went one day at their own deſire, 
makes from ninety to one hundred men, capable 
of bearing arms. Samuels, with ſome women 
belonging to thoſe at the Point, and a brother or 
two of Dunbar's, will go down to-morrow. 

© 1 have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithfully, G. WALPOLE.' 


With 


— 4 — 4 — 3 — — — ” * 
4 ++ # » 7 n . * 


8 


— 


— — 
. 


— 
. 


* 

— — 2 4 — — — ==? — — 
D 8 F * — 2 ** hs © a > - 1 * > 
\ > . 5 = 5 won \ 

LY A = — — 
5 - — TOI 
—— WY S my — — 
= — rer 
- EC - — 


8 


ba Re 
oo — * 
» 
7 * 
— 


— 
8 


tithes d : LS. .4'Y 
—— 4. 
p rar 
= — Oo. — - 
* * ry - 
_ — — - 
[ ET — PIT — = + — + — 
— — = : 
— —_ \ XA - — £ _ —- 


4 


C With the aſſiſtance of Smith, 1 begin to ek 
at the ſpot where the body now out. are; but we 
mult take a little time to conſider q I do not like to 
be beaten. | 

.* Your lordſhip will. excuſe. my requeſting- of 
you to permit the incloſed to be ſent to Kingſton 
with your diſpatch.” . 328 


* 


* 


No. 10. | 
| Old Maroon 7 0Wn, January 20 1770 
My LoRD, 1 

© Thirty men, twenty one women, and ſixteen 
children, ſet off this morning for Montego-Bay. 
J intend to ſend ſome more on the day after to- 
morrow. There was no ſort of difficulty in ma- 
naging the buſineſs. 

* Having given them an aſſurance, that, when- 
ever they were marched to any place, that I would 
permit them to Earry their arms in their hands, it 
was intimated to them again this morning; ſome 
wiſhed to do fo, others were wholly indifferent; ; 
however, Johnſtone the maroon ſettled the matter, 
by telling them that they had made peace, and 
therefore had no occaſion for them: The arms 
were confequently left behind, without the leaſt 
trouble to me, or any wiſh expreſſed on my part 
about the matter. 

I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient, | 

G. WaLroLE.” 

© Your lordſhip muſt be ſo good as not to re- 
ſitict me to a day, as it is not always that I have a 

proper 


1 45 } 


proper perſon to 90 along with the maroons off 
d 

15 leit colonel Skinner yeſterday, about four 
miles from hence. I ſhould not have returned, 
but from your lordſhip's letters. I do not expect 
the return of the detachment till o- mortow at * 
earheſt.” ' | 


| 7.» 
© My Lord, 24th January, 156 
© There are two women of Accompong- Town 
here; one of them married into this town; the 
other, I fancy, was on a vilit here when the town 
was burnt: They are very deſirous of going to 
Accompong ; they tell me, that when on their 
way from hence, in Auguſt laſt, they were brought 
back againſt their own conſent. 
© Your lordſhip will be ſo good as to inſtruct 
me upon this. 
© I have the honour to be your lordſhip? s moſt 
obedient, G. WALPOLE,” 


No. 12, | 

© My TLokp, January 26th, 1796. 
Smith the maroon thinks he can find thoſe 
who are ſtill out, and he propoſes either to go with 
me or without me, taking eight maroons. He is 
poſitive that they will riſque no engagement, and 
relies chiefly on perſuading them to come in. 
This will benefit us either way; as, If we find where 
they are, and the perſuaſion fails, we can then pur- 

ſue, 85 — 1 


c I requeſt 
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E 
I tequeſt your lordſhip's orders, and have the 
honour to be your very obedient and faithful fer- 
vant, | | G. WALPOLE, 
Earl Balcarres, Fc. Sc. Sc. ER 


6 Dear SIR, - 

I had the pleaſure of your two letters laſt even- 

; we have already ſecured advantages beyond 
either my own expectations, or any formed by the 
country. I have already realized every thing 
pointed out to me, in my inſtructions from his 
majeſty. To allow eight maroons to go into the 
woods, to endeavour to perſuade people to come 
in, who you yourſelf could not prevail upon, would 
be in contradiction to the ſpirit of my orders. 

I] am much afraid that you have not been able 
to carry into execution my orders, of ſending down 
the maroons to Montego-Bay, The delay is of 
the higheſt inconvenience, as 1t is impoſſible that I 
can proceed in writing my diſpatches to\ govern- 
ment, until that duty 1s executed ; nor can the 
packet be permitted to fail until I am enabled te 
make my report to the king. 

© The opinions of his majeſty's confidential ſer- 
vants are fixed and determined on the principles of 
carrying on this war. I feel and I know that I am 
acting with them, in the orders I have given on 
the ſubject of ſending the maroons to Montego- 
Bay. Nothing can be left, under theſe circum- 
ces, to youe diſcretion, My orders therefore are, 

© That 


L #7 } 


s That the maroons be ſent down immediately 
to Montego-Bay, and to be delivered over to ma- 
jor- general Palmer, or the officer commanding atthat 
poſt. If you wiſh to keep a few men with you, 
agreeable to my letters of the 20th and 23d, you 
may; but even that goes much againſt my . 
tion. 

The two women who ſay they belong to Ac- 
compong, I think you had beſt ſend down to Mon- 
tego- Bay, unleſs you have made them ſome pro- 
miſe, in conſequence of receiving my letter of 
yeſterday concerning them. 

© I think that the maroons ſhould be ſent down 
when the dogs are out, not when the dogs are in. 

© My wiſh therefore is, that one half of the dogs 
ſhould be ſent on the road towards Mocho, on Fri- 
day morning, and the other half onthe road towards 
Tackey's, on the fame morning. They ought to 
—_—_— by moon-light. 

© Soon after day-break, in the ſame morning, 
I with that ſuch of the maroons as have not been 
forwarded to Montego-Bay, be ſent off; they may 
halt that evening (Friday) at John's Hall; and I 
have given orders to colonel James to ſend a party 
of the St. James's militia to receive them at John's 
Hall on Friday. 
© I am, Sc. Sc. 
BALCARRES,” 


© January 27th, 1796. 
© Honourable major-general Walpole,” 


No. 13. 


L 48 J 


No. 13. 


2 £ ** . 


e © My LORD, 
© Colonel Skinner returned this day, after a molt 
toilſome march, in which he went far beyond the 
ground on which the action of the 1 3th of Decem- 
ber was fought. It does not appear, that the rebels 
had been any where lately i in the vicinity of the 


"route which he purſued. 
© I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful ſervant, SG. WarLeoLE.* 


© Old Maroon Town, January 26th, 1796. 
© Colonel Skinner ſpeaks highly of the activity 
and utility of the Spaniards and weir dogs. 


No. 14. 
Old Maroon Town, January 27th, 1796. 
Mv Lonrp, | 

© have this moment the honour of your lord- 
ſhip's letters No. 1 and 2. . The orders contained 
in thoſe letters I ſhall proceed to put into execu- 
tion, as directed therein; but I will not anſwer to 
your lordſhip that the Spaniards will conſent to 
divide the dogs, or themſelves ; and my reaſon for 
thinking thus is, I made the requeſt once, and they 
refuſed 1t: But I ſhall aſk again; at all events, 
there may be a feint made towards Mocho. 

I am concerned that. I did not receive the al- 
terations of your lordſhip's ſentiments reſpecting 
the women of Accompong-Town ſooner, as I have 


permitted them to depart about fours ago. 
© About 


49 ] 

* About twenty (I have not the liſt by me, 
major Brent having gone with the party of maroons 
to Montego-Bay this morning) of the maroons are 
now here; they conſiſt chiefly of Smith's' and 
Johnſtone's families; and T did ſuppoſe that it had 
been left to my diſcretion to have retained that 
number, for political teaſons, ariſing, to my know 
ledge, from local circumſtances ; but they can be 
ſent down on Friday, if your lordſhip ſhould not 


alter your opinion. I am not clear at this inſtant hom 


our effective force ſtands, and whether it will ena- 
ble me to detach towards Mocho, and, at the ſame 
time, leave me ſufficient for an eſcort to the ma- 
roons. 

cl ſay, effective force; as "ol which 0 
yeſterday had undergone more «fatigue, and had 
traverſed ore ground, than will eaſily be credit 


ed. Your lordſhip would, I apprehend, wiſh, that if 


any point ſhould be given up; it is the march in 
the direction of Mocho : But I truſt that I ſhall 
be able to execute bot. 

I ſhall inform your lordſhip to-morrow Wr 
if I cannot. . 

© T have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
ſaichfully, G. WALPOLE, 

A ſmoke was ſeen this day at a great diſtance, 
in the direction of Mouth-River, whereabouts it 
joins Hector's River, on a hill on this ſide, ſup- 
poſed to be fourteen miles off. I believe, from the 
manner of it, that it was a deception or a ſignal, 
as it was evidently meant to be as conſpicuous as 
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as to any party of them going out. 


18 

© When 1 mentioned, in a former part of my 
letter, about the number of maroons here, I ſpoke 
only. of the men. 
* 1 thank your. lordſhip for 3 nothing to 
my diſcretion; diſcretionary orders are too apt to 
be civil, and eh not very preciſe. Your 
lordſhip will have the goodneſs to ſay whether any, 
and how many, maroons may be left here. I fear 
that your lordſhip did not entirely read my _ 


© I have the honour to o be, Sc. 
G. WALPOLE, 


* 15 to think your lordſhip for my rank in 
the Weſt-Indies, as it appears in the Gazette.” 


© Dear sIR, 

] have ordered a detachment of militia, con- 
fiſting of ſixty men, under the command of lieu- 
tenant-colonel Shawe, to be at the Old Maroon 
Town to-marrow'night. 
*'This column is intended toceompany that part 
of- the dogs which goes to Tacky's; and as heute- 
nant-colonel Shawe has a thorough knowledge of 
that diſtrict of country, he will explore the part of 
of it that lies between Tacky's and Green-Vale, 
tollowing nearly leugenanc-coloaet Stevenſon's laſt 
track, 
© He will be out three days, and the dogs. will 
return the fourth day. 
As to the part of the dogs that go on Friday 


morning towards Mocho, you may either make 
that. 


( 5 1] 
that an effective movement, provided you can 
properly ſupport it, or make it merely a feint, to 
enable you to get away the maroons in che man- 
ner I have mentioned, which is my decide 
object. 
© ] am, &. Ge. BalcARREs. 

c Honourable major-general Walgoe 


No. 15. 


© My. LORD, Juan. 28th, 1796. 

© I ſhall move the poſt on at Coldſpring to-mor- 
row towards Mocho, by way of feint, it would 
be a very great diſtance from hence, nine miles 
at leaſt, and then eight more to the ſpot where the 
rebels uſed, to frequent. But your lordſhip may, 
think, reſt aſſured, that none of them are on that 
ſide : They may perhaps go that way on excurſions 
to burn the canes, but not by intent to reſide there. 
Even Johnſtone's party did not like the ground, 
thinking it not ſufficiently rocky and Nicult for 
their purpoſes. 

Smith was deſirous that his 'prothers ſhould go 
down to the Point; to ſee his father, and that the 
two former ſhould remain there for a few days, in 
the room of his father and the other brother who is 
there, Whether your lordſhip will conſent to this 
fort of thing I cannot ſay, or whether, if not, you 
have any objection to their going down and return- 
ing. 

have the honour to be your lotdſhip's moſt 
faithful, G. WALPOLE.” 
Earl Balcaxres, Sc. Ec. Sc. 
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© Dear six, | 
I have received your letter of this date. 

I really ſhould think that the requeſt of Smith 
is attended with every danger; and the refuſal of i ic 
is alſo difagreeable. 2 

© If it was not for a refpe& and delicacy I have 
for your opinion, I ſhould at once ſay, Make a 
clean ſweep, and ſend them all down. 
* Yours, Se. BAECARRES.” 
* Dromilly, January 280b, 1796. 


: Honourable e r . * 8 


No. 16. 


* My Lokd, | © Fanuary 28th, 1796. 

3 The Spaniards are defirqus to be permitted to 
go out alone ſome time or other; and they mean to 
remain in the woods until they have finiſhed the 
buſineſs. 

©] underſtand from Jehriftane, that there are ſe- 
veral runaways in the woods between Mocho and 
St. Elizabeth's, but not any maroons. 

© T have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful ſervant, S. WALPOLE.“ 

© Tohnſtone and Smith have again aſſured me, 
that if I will go with them, or Skinner, they think 
that every man now out may be brought in: They 
will go with ſoldiers, but not dogs. 
e No ſmoke obſervable on the hill near Mouth 
River this day. 
© Earl Balcarres, &c. c.“ 


2 * 


« Dian SIR, _ | 

My ſentiments are long ago 23 up upon this 
buſineſs: Smith's application to day, and their 
propoſal ſince to go out without the dogs, all con- 
vince me that we have not a moment to loſe. 

The beſt and moſt agreeable news that could 
poſſibly reach me to- motrow forenoon, would be to 
hear that all the maroons were ſecured, and march- 
ed off to Montego Bay ; and, in my letters home, I 
have abſolutely reported that we had ſecured them; 
of courſe, I muſt be on thorns until that moment 
arrives. 


e Yours ſincerely, 1 eee 
© Dromilly, Thurſday, 28th January, W N 
n.. 180 


No. 17. 2 | p 7 


Old Maroon Town), January 29th, 1796. 

Mr LoRD, 

© In obedience to your lordſhip! 8 orders, receiv- 
ed this morning, I have ſent the maroons down to 
Montego Bay. 

« ] cannot but lament that the opportunity (as far 
as I am capable of judging) of bringing 1a thoſe at 
preſent out, ſhould be chus loſt, Poſitive I am, 
that, had your lordſhip had the ſame opportunity of 
judging on the ſpot that I have, you would have 
been of the ſame opinion, and the war probably 


terminated, 
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© From the information which 1 received from 
Smith, there ſeems to be but little chance of any 
but a maroon diſcovering a maroon, whenever 
thefe people are where they can remain quiet for 
any time. Dogs cannot ſcent, but on a recent ſtep; 
and I fear that the maroons are now ſo deep in the 
woods, that no expedition can be, ſupported againſt 
them, without riſquing a failure of food and water 


for thoſe animals; with a great probability, even if 
it could be ſuſtained, of never finding the enemy, 


Had we accompanied Smith, we ſhould, if they had 
not been induced to furrender, at all events have 
diſcovered where they were, and then could have 
purſued them. The die is caſt, and it is now too 
late, unleſs they diſcover themſelves ; for I am told 
that the Spaniards ſay, that they could live in theſe 
woods for ever, that they never ſaw ſuch woods for 
ſuſtenance any where. 

© Your lordſhip will be ſo good as to let me have 
your orders ; but I could wiſh that nothing ſhould 
be left to my diſcretion. 

I have the honour to be your lordſhip! s moſt 
faithful and obedient, G. WALPOLE, 
A fick woman ar two, and two children, have 
been left behind of the maroons at this place. 

© 1 propoſe to go to Manga Bay to-morrow, to 
inſpect their ſituation. 

© I fear that the party will not get beyond John's 
Hall this night, owing to the number of women and 
children. 
© Earl Balcarres, &c. Sc. Sc. 


Ne 


Fen 


na. No. * 1 
Ola Maroon Town, Jamary 3 1, 796. 


98 My LORD, 

. © Yeſterday I went down to Montego Bay, for the 
purpoſe, as I had the honour to inform your lord- 
ſhip, of inſpecting the ſituation of the maroons there. 

The barracks are, from the numbers, very 
. much. crowded; and I. ſhould be apprehenſive that 
ſome diſorders may break out among the people 
there. To obviate this, I ſhould ſubmit to your 
lordſhip, whether it may not be proper to fit up with 
boards the underneath part of the. barrack, which 
has hitherto ſerved as a ſtable. 
Should your lordſhip approve of this, you can 
iſſue an order to the commiſſioners. for the pur- 


I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and en S. WarLpors,” 


No. 19. 


Old Maroon Town, 3 35 1796 
4 My LORD, - © 

* On the embarkation of * 13th, 21ſt, * 
49th, I found our ſtrength here not ſufficient to al- 
low us to ſend any of the regular troops from hence 
down to Montego Bay ; and as at that time there 
was every appearance of a termination of hoſtilities, 
I ordered the detachment of the 83d regiment, then 
at Great River and its neighbourhood, down to the 
former place; but as that fide of the country may 
E 4 be 


L 56 1 i 
be conſiderably expoſed thereby at the preſent mo- 
ment, I ſhould ſubmit to your lordſhip whether or 
not it might be proper to order back the 83d to 
their original poſition, and direct colonel James to 
call in about ſeventy of the militia to the Bay, to 
guard the maroons. 

It will be neceſſary to have a poſt at Mocko, 
abont half way between Coldſpring and Catadupa; 
the diſtance being about nine miles from the firſt p 
to the latter place. 

We muſt, I fear, call for a contalerable number 
of pioneers ;\ I ſhould think about one thouſand, or 
twelve hundred; in order to get with all poſſible 
diſpatch through the remainder of the work. 0 

] much fear that the 13th and 14th will not be 
a very active reinforcement for the firſt three weeks 
after they land, from their having been ſo many 
months on board the tranſports : I ſhould recom- 
mend to your lordſhip their being brought up inta 
the country, in a very few days after their being 
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landed. 
I have the hanour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient, G. WAlrork.' 
© DEAR six, | 


© I am rejoiced to find that all the maroons are 
now ſecured; but I am ſorry that your judgment 
has differed with mine on the propriety of * mea» 
ſure. 
© Your requiſition of twelve hundred negroes, I 
am afraid, will ſtartle the country, who believe, and 
4 I think 


[ 7 J 


I think with reaſon, that their efforts to cruſh this 
rebellion have nearly ſucceeded, and that they may 
look with ſome reaſonable hope of their being ſuf- 
fered to go on with their crop. ina ewe clas. 

quillity and repoſe, _ - 

© Baggage negroes will be ue as ut 6s 
attend any columns which you may ſend out; — 
if the 1,000 or 1, 200 pioneers are wanted for the 
purpoſe of making roads and communications, I 
am of opinion that ſuch a meaſure ſhould be done 
by an act of the legiſlature, and not without it. I 
cannot, however, judge of it, as you have not men- 
tioned the ſpecific, or even the general, purpoſe for 
which they are wanted, . - 

With reſpect to the active operations of the 
war, our opinions have gone hand in hand; but 
although we cannot be too watchful to ſmother the 
embers of rebellion, ftill I think you give much 
more conſideration to the preſent ſtate of the war, 
than either I do or the country does. 

My general notion of it is, that, rhe inſtant the 
reinforcement arrives, the militia may go home ; if 
a further reinforcement is neceſſary, I think it 
ſhould be dogs ; 

© That the duty of the 1 will be to guard 
the maroon priſoners at the poſts of Montego Bay, 
Falmouth, and St. Ann's which laſt place ſome of 
the priſoners ſhould be ſent to from Montego Bay: 

© That the troops ſhould be ſo poſted as to be 
able to furniſh a column to move to any point 
where the rebels may appear, in a very ſhort wo 


* 

of time: Three poſts are very evident, as being 
conſonant with this idea; namely, Mocho, Dro- 
milly, Old Town, and Vaughansfield. I ſhould 
have liked a diviſion of the dogs to have been at 
each of theſe places; but, at all events, Dromilly 
ought to be a poſt for one diviſion of them. 

My ſxuation in this country, and the neceſſity 
Jam under to attend perſonally when there is a 
meeting of the legiſlature, muſt confine me much 
to the fixing of general principles, which are found- 
ed both upon my inſtructions, public and private, 
from the king and his confidential ſervants, but alſo 
regulated by what relates to the civil government 
of the iſland. I know how pleaſant it is to an offi- 
cer to act under direct orders; the next pleafant 
circumſtance is, to have the greateſt latitude given, 
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„ conſiſtent with the abſolute duty of the commander 
| b in chief or governor. But your requeſt to have 
* nothing left to your diſcretion, Is totally incompa- 
5 tible with the very high ſituation in which you are 
A placed: I muſt leave much to your diſcretion, as 
i having the chief command in my abſence ; and the 
be great opinion I have had of the proper exerciſe of 
* that diſcretion, aſſuredly will juſtify the favourable 
9 report I have made to his majeſty of your ſervices 
* in this war. 
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] beg you will ſend me a return of the nnatdit 
of arms that were brought in and ſurrendered by the 
maroons ; ſixteen of which were brought down to 
Caſtle Wemyſs, by the men that were forwarded ie to 
CN 
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c 1 have 


1 59 J 
„ have the honcur to be, dear ſir, yours ſin- 


, en \ BALCARRES,” 
{.- SHEET 7 ic Dromit, 17 February 1796. 
« « Hon. majar- general . alpole.”" oy | 9 


No. 20. 


Old Alarcen Toren, 350 January, 1796. 
My LORD, 

As near as I can recollect, the number of arms 
delivered in here and at Caſtle-Wemyſs are 95; 
of this about 29 are at Montego- Bay. The firit 
party which were ſent having their arms by per- 
miſſion from me, they were again delivered up 
there, in charge of the 83d regiment. I permitted 
one of theſe arms, which had been the property of 
a gentleman, to be delivered to a friend of his. 

* I called for the negroes chiefly for the purpoſe 
of making roads, and eſtabliſhing poſts in advance: 
Among theſe, Pond River, the laſt ſtand of the 
maroons, it was my deſign to take poſt at, on ac- 
count of the water; and thence the road might be 
continued to Hector's River. This would in a 
great meaſure reach the pariſh of Trelawny, and 
cut off the acceſs to that plentiful ſupply of ſprings 
between the interior parts of the cockpits, and the 
proviſion-grounds of that pariſh, as well as open 
the communication, down the banks of the above- 
mentioned river, with St. Elizabeth. | 

© As to my opinion, it is of mighty little conſe- 
quence, eſpecially when the matter which was the 

cauſe 


1 6 J 

cauſe of it may be poſſibly paſt : But I did, I con- 
teſs, think that, by Smith's aſſiſtance, we ſhould 
have traced the maroons; and had we failed in 
bringing them in, we ſhould at all events have 
known their haunts, and might have purſued them, 
What gave riſe to the ſuggeſtion of Smith was this; 
the finding a ſtick at Pond River, with a white 
ſtreamer faſtened to it. This was one of their ſig- 
nals ; and Smith turning to me, in the preſence of 
colonel Skinner, ſaid, * Sir, we can bring them 
out as eaſy as to kiſs your hand,” Your lordſhip 
will recollect, that this party of eight maroons was 
to have been attended 10 party of the king $ 
troops. 

I am extremely obliged to your lordſhip for 
vour favourable mention of my ſervices: 1 have 
but one motive; that of doing what I ought to do. 

© I mult repeat, that if your lordſhip had had 
the different communications, and conferences on 
rhe ſpot, that you would then have been more of 
my opinion. 

© I ſhall ſend your lordſhip an exact lift of the 
maroon arms ſoon ; you will inform me if you are 
in haſte about it, as I muſt go or ſend to Montego 
Bay. 

] have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 


faithful and obedient, 
G. Wanne 


s Earl Balcarres, Cc. Sc. &c. 
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91 No. i JOU $6 £75 1 4 * 
o Wi | an 222 uh, 1796.” ; 

"= My LoRD, © 

I have the honour to encloſe to Your lordſhip 
two letters which I received laft night. The ma- 
roons, I am pretty certain, went. to Oliphant” 8 by 
the road, and not through the cockpits. 

© T have the honour to be your lordſhip” very 
faithful and obedient fervant, | 


OF © 


„G. WaLeoLe. 


bs. ths 1 3th dragoons, thirty in number, have been 
at One Eye during the laſt weck paſt,” 


S8, One Eye, January 29th 1796. 
I am favoured with your orders of the 26th in- 
ſtant, and am much flattered by the confidence you 
have repoſed in me. 1 have communicated the 
fame to major Shawe, commanding the Vere de- 
tachment at Hector's River; and have from him 
received aſſurances of his cordially co-operating 
with your orders, and in every meafure will, I am 
aſſured, uſe every exertion to cruſh our ſavage foe. 
I arn at the ſame time under much concern to re- 
preſent the ſituation of the troops at Hectorꝰ's River 
and its vicinity : That, for want of neceſſary ſup- 
plies, the dragoons at One Eye cannot be advanced 
into the woods ; that the ſupplies for the Vere de- 
tachment at Hector's River are very precarious, 
they being often in want of bread-kind, and other 
neceſſaries of life; that this want of ſupply is ow- 
ing to a ſupineneſs in ſome. of the commiſſioners, 
under 
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under a perſuaſion that no maroons will ever make 
that way. Major Shawe and myſelf waited on colo- 
lonel Peart, who promiſed to exert himſelf to pro- 
cure and forward proviſions, &c. but I fear it will 
be ſome time before we can march, having neither 
pioneers or baggage negroes for the 1 3th dragoons. 
The place alluded to in your letter, as the intended 
retreat of the maroons, is called Oliphant's, for- 
merly the property of David lord Oliphant ; and ſo 
far from the Trelawny maroons being under any 
difficulty in finding their way to it through the 
cockpits, that fourteen or fifteen of them were en- 
tertained by Mr. Mure's gardener at that place, a 
few weeks previous to the breaking out of this re- 
bellion. However, that place is in the , poſſeſſion 
of the Vere troops on Hector's River banks. If 1 
had been furniſhed with the neceſſary ſupplies and 
baggage negroes, I intended to have ſcoured, the 
woods acroſs the country, by way of Mouth er 
home to the Trelawny ſettlements. 

The Vere detachment have been ine, in 
the woods ever ſince the 20th November 1795. 
This they have all along ſubmitted ro without a 
murmur ; the ſervice has to them been peculiarly 
ſevere, owing to the remote fituation from their 
homes, which prevented them drawing ſupplies from 
their friends. However, they have no wiſh but for 
the public good, and wait with anxiety the moment 
to call them to action. Nevertheleſs, it would be 
an act of charity to relieve them, or change their 
poſt, 


© I remain 


1 6] 


remain, wich the greateſt reſpec, ſir, your 
moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, ©. . 


. e bes as. Ronenmaon, 
Old Maroon Town.” $7144 2 


SR Ti „ 

©] feceived your Ev, 191 mal n 5 del 
nefit all I can from Mr. Robinſon's information, 
and will e co- operate with much pteaſure in any 
thing that may be deemed neceffary for the good of 
the ſervice we are engaged in. From every inform- 
ation I have had from colonel Batty and general 
Campbell, I have been always led to believe the ma- 
roons were likely to be drove in here; and colonel 
Batty, in a former letter, adviſed me to ſolicit colo- 
nel Peart to ſend in whar troops he might have at 
One Eye, and that he would ſupply their place with 
ſome from colonel Caldwell's detachments in Mile 
Gully. This I communicated to colonel Peart; bur 
he had none there, and the want of proviſions made 
me leſs anxious to preſs the bulineſs, as I have never 
been able to get above, one day's ſupplies at the poſt 
at any time fince I took the command here, Many 
days we have been entirely out of bread-kind, ſome- 
times out of beef, and frequently, indeed oftener 
than otherwiſe, at ſhort allowance of bread-kind, 
and that frequently of the worſt kind ; and if I had 
not got flour, ſalt beef, and biſcuit from Vere, I do 
not think I could have maintained the poſt till this 
time. The officers have, at great expence and in- 


convenience, almoſt wholly ſupplied their table 
from 


( 64 ] 

from thence. I think that the commiſſioners muſt 
be very dilatory, otherwiſe we would have been 
better ſupplied z all that I. write to them has no 
effect. In conſequence of its being ſtrongly ſup- 
poſed that the remaining maroons and runaways 
would make ſor theſe woods, I wrote to colonel 
Caldwell, i in caſe I ſhould: be obliged. to advance 
further into the woods, that it would be neceſſary 
tor me to call on him for part, of his detachments to 
aſſiſt me, as I conceived I had too few troops far 
that buſineſs, and protecting the proviſions and am- 
munition that it would be neceſſary to have depo- 
ſited here; at ſame time apprized him of the diffi- 
culty of providing ſupplies of proviſion, ſo that be 
might judge for himſelf in the propriety of comi 
forward, His anſwer to me was, that he had i in- 
cloſed my letter to general Campbell, and that he 
did not think he could well leave Mile Gully un- 
protected; and that, more eſpecially, he thought it 
would be improper to move forward without fur- 
ther orders, when he conſidered the difficulty of 
procuring proviſions. To this | readily aſſent, and 
indeed only wiſhed for further reinforcement in caſe 
of actual neceſſity, and thought it beſt to apprize 
him of what I thought might be required. You 
may reſt aſſured there ſhall be nothing wanting on 
my part to defend the poſt, 

© I have the honour to be, with great ręſpect, fir, 
your very humble ſervant, A. SCHAW,, 

* Hefor's River, January 3oth, 17 96. 

Hon. major- general Walpole.” 


No. 2. 


1 &1 
EY No. 2. 
t Stu, | 
© Tt is my intention to move about 150 of 160 of 
the maroon prifoners from Montego Bay to the 
barracks at St. Ann's, where they are to remain. 
Fou will therefore have every thing prepared 
for their reception; and I beg you will notify this 
to the commiſſioners, that they may take the neceſ- 
ſary arrangements as to feeding them, &c. &c. 
© 1 have the honour to be your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, Barcaxaes.” 
© Dromilly, February 2, 17 96. 
© Colonel Stevenſon, or officer commanding at St. Ann's. 
1 nene GUUNIPT> 
ing them,” 


No. 3. 
Dear $IR, 

* I received your letter of F ebruary 2d, laſt even- 

ing. 
© My object has been to keep myſelf free and un- 
committed; by no means to cramp you in any 
point that I am not forced to. The maroons are 
ſecured, and in ſuch a manner as will leave to the 
tegiſlature the full exerciſe of their powers, when 
they meet on March iſt. I do not know your opi- 
nion reſpecting the treaty, nor do I deſire to know 
it: I have formed my own, and muſt declare it, 
when Jam called upon. You will of courſe take 
F every 
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every means in your power to get in, or deſtroy, 
the rebels who are ſtill out. But what I have anxi- 
ouſly wiſhed for, namely, the ſecuring of the per- 
ſons of theſe maroons, has been executed, and I can 
now report with correctneſs and ſecurity : While 
theſe people remained in the Old Town, I could 
advance nothing but with incorrectneſs and inſecu- 
rity. As the principle I worked upon is eſta- 
bliſhed, I cannot - poſſibly think of troubling you 
with any detail of mine. You will give what or- 
ders you pleaſe reſpecting the 83d, at Montego- 
Bay: I gave orders to aſſemble a proper number of 
militia, to take the guards. You may always keep 
any three maroon men with you that you fix upon 
(Montague James and old Jarrett excepted) ; but 
no terms can be held to the rebels now out, that 
can impreſs an idea that either the country, or my- 
ſelf, is bound at all, either by the ſpirit of the 
treaty or the letter of it. | 
© ] mean to divide the maroons, and to ſend 160 
from Montego-Bay to St. Ann's. I have deſired 
that the maroons themſelves may arrange the fami- 
lies who are to go, and thoſe who are to remain; 
of courſe you will give ſuch inſtructions on that 
head as to you ſeems beſt. The 160 will march 
on Monday next, and I ſhall arrange their route. 
I find I muſt neceſſarily take fifty of the St. Ann's 
militia from the poſts in this neighbourhood, to do 
the duty at St. Ann's. 
© The reinforcement ſhall be ſent down at the 
| | earlieſt 
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earlieſt poſſible moment; when, 1 n. the militia 


may be ſent home. 
c 1 r Bafbadkir 
34 February, 1796. q 
© Hon. major- general Walpole. l 1 
No. 4. | 
Old Maroon Town, February 12, 1796. 


© My LORD, 


I have the ſatisfaction to inform your lordſhip, 
that ſix maroons, capable of bearing arms, have 


this day been brought in by Johnſtone, with a 
number of women and children. It ſeems that the 


remnant of their body, after the ſurrender of John- 
ſtone, were met by a maroon of the name of Heath, 


who alarmed them by a falſe report of the approach 


of the dogs; upon which they fled deep into the 


woods, in the direct ion of Oliphant's, near Hector's 


River, as a drum was heard by the party which I 
ſent from hence, at ſome diſtance. It is imagined 
by Johnſtone, and alſo concurs with what I have been 
able to gather from the maroons themſelves, that 
they are ſcattered in different bodies, as they did not 
ſee ſome of thoſe whom they expected. Among 
thoſe who are come in, are two of Holman Harding's 
ſons: This is their mode; theſe two young men 
will reconnoitre us for two or three days, and then 
one of them will aſk leave to go and bring in his 
father and family, and, according to the treatment, 
the family will come back and remain. Your 

F 2 lordſhip 
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lordſhip will be perhaps ſurpriſed to learn, that 
ſpies from thoſe in the woods have more than on 
come out, by a circuitous route, to the hills over 
the town, and obſerved what has been paſſing; 
they have ſeen the different bodies, particularly the 
laſt, ſent off to Montego-Bay, and have conſtrued 
it into treachery on our part. I am told that ſome 
came to ſurrender, and upon this went back to the 
woods. 

© Their want of water is, I underſtand; extreme; 
they cannot get any but what they draw from the 
wild pines; and that, Johnſtone tells me, is at this 
time very unwholeſome. They have a plan, if 
driven from theſe woods, of going towards Cave- 
River, at a place called Old Woman's Savanna. 
As faſt as they exhauſt the pines at one place, they 
move further on. 

I have offered no terms but lives; and it may 
be neceſſary to explain to your lordſhip, that I was 
obliged to aiter my original plan of attending, with 
a detachment of the king's troops, the maroon 
party. The want of water, after the firſt day's 
march, was an inſuperable difficulty ; and on being 
fatisfied in my own mind of the fidelity of the party, 
permitted them to go; and my confidence has 
not been forfeited: They were abſent ſix days; 
and if I had allowed them a longer term, perhaps 
more might have been brought 1n. 

© As your lordſhip may perhaps wiſh to lay be- 
fore the legiſlature the names of thoſe who have 
acted with ſuch fidelity to the public cauſe, I have 

to 


' (6 J 
to mention the names of Fahn/fuxe, Sul Sar 
James, Senior, Reid, Sam. Barnett. 

© I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient ſervant, + 
G. WALPOLE. 


Fi think it probable, that many of choſe ſaid te 
be ſtil] in the woods have been killed in the differ- 
ent actions. a 


No. 5. i ; 
Montego-Bay, uh e, 09h - 


© Dear StR, 5 ; 
— the cndats I lib pale 
day, I prepared one hundred of the militia to be 
ready for an eſcort to the maroons, on Monday 
morning. I think it right to inform you, that Mr. 
Werge has juſt now reported to me his having 
mentioned to the maroons the orders for ſeparati 
them, and that they are very much alarmed 
diſcontented, ſaying they had rather be killed at 
once. ah 
© 1 ſhall, however, be prepared to execute my 
orders; but wiſh to have your ſentiments on this 
buſineſs in the courſe of the day. 
As Mr. Werge did not mention the orders fas 
the maroons march until this morning, it is im- 
poſſible for him to ſend a return of wat that arg 


to go. 
* Ghar (os, that if de vamnindajs. ealth wha 
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knowledge of what is to happen, he cannot hs; ans 
ſwerable Tar them, that they will attempt an 
eſcape. . 

n mn. a. you mok humble evi, 
"1 J. Ros, James." 


_ * Hon. major- -Leneral Walpole, ak es Ton.” 


No, 6. 


© My LorD, February if, 1 

To- morrow I intend going into the woods, 
with five or fix maroons, and about one hundred 
regulars; in all probability we ſhall be abſent a 
week. 1 ſhall take rockets with me, in order, 
ſhould we find thoſe now out, to call up the dogs, 
if they perſiſt in not ſurrendering. 

It ſeems that there is a good deal of water in 
the Black Grounds, and proviſions, ſeveral ſettle- 
ments being forming there; and of courſe many 
people, whites and negroes, muſt be acquainted 
with the ſpot: The proprietor of Mahogany-Hall 
would, I think, not be an improper perſon for 
7 lordſhip to talk with on the ſubject. What 

ſhould propoſe would be, to ſend ſome confiden- 
tial negroes, under the promiſe of reward, to ſearch 


for tracks about the places where water and provi- 
ſions are. 


© I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient, 


Earl Balcarres, Cc. &c. Sc. G. WALPOLE.” 


t 2 


No. 7. 3 


© My DEAR LORD, : 1 55 196. 

To- morrow or next day I will ſend you a more 
particular account; but in caſe that you ſhould have 
any arrangements to make as to the packet, I can 
inform you, that about thirty maroons, Including 
women and children as well as men, will be 
I truſt, to-morrow. Smith has arrived with nineteen; 
Johnſtone, who has behaved with great fidelity in 
this inſtance, expect to-morrow, with the re- 
mainder, I am preparing to move the 1 Jch dra- 
goons through the cockpits, from One-Eye. Par- 
kinſon and Palmer are not of the number above- 
mentioned: It ſeems that the ſteps relative to their 
various removals have reached them; and, conſe - 
quently, whatever has been done againſt their con- 
ſent much exaggerated. henne 
afraid of this. 

© I ſhall ſend the maroons to > the Bey in cue er 
three days. I 

I am your lordſhip moſt obedient, 5 

«G. Waxrous,” 


* 
0 Mk. 4 * 


| No. $. ; 


© My Lozp, 18th February, 1796, 

I omitted in my laſt to inform you, that it was 
my intention to attempt to cut a road to Pond- 
River, the place where the maroons made their 
laſt ſtand, in order that I might avail myſelf of the 

F 4 water 


5 L 72 ] 

water at that place, ſhould it become adviſable ta 
make any expedition hereafter into the woods in 
ſearch of the rebels ſtil] out; it being perſectly 
| clear, that ſuch a thing muſt be utterly impracti- 


cable from our preſent poſts, I hope, by the di- 
rection which we have given to the intended road, 
that the diſtance will be ſhortened from ſeven to 
four miles. The maroons arrived at St. Ann's 
very well fatisfied, as colonel Bell informs me. 
The runaways (for they were ſa blended as not ta 
be diftinguiſhed) were much alarmed : I am told, 
that there are ſome among them who have been 
miſling from the eſtates for years. 

© I have the ſatisfaQtion to acquaint your lord- 
ſhip, that Mr, Gubbins, of the 13th light dragoons, 
has entered the woods from the fide of St. Eliza» 
beth, at One-Eye: He merits great applauſe for 
his perſeverance. The commiſſioners either 
could not or would not furniſh provifions ; indeed, 
I truſt that they were not able : The troops under- 
took, ſooner than be debarred their ſhare of enter- 
prize, to cure it themſelves: It is curiouſly done, 
I make no doubt; but, ſuch as it is, they have en- 
tered the woods, with a reſolution to penetrate either 
directly through the cockpits, or up the banks of 
Hector's River. The Spaniards are with Mr. 
Gubbins, and a detachment of Accompong ma- 
roons: The whole town ſhewed great readineſs ; 
but only a few ſelected as track-men, or rather to 
give the direction. 


„„ <1 bave 


11731 
* T have the honour to be jour lonihip's m 
faithful and obedient, | 
Earl Balcarres, Sc. c. fc, G. Wuror z. 
© Mr, Robertſon, of the St. Elizabeth's militia, 


accompanies the expedition. 
„ ee PII ant batch ve 
not included. 
No. 9. 


DAA SM, | 

. RN 

vinced the country will be of opinion that martial 
law ought not to be continued: ; 

That the regular troops, with the aſſiſtance of 
the black ſhot, the Spaniards, c. are ſufficient, 
8 8 farts ee watch over the embers of the rebel 
lion 2 

And that « party aft may be made of ſuch energy 
as may ſuit the purpoſe. 

This party bill was in confiderable forward» 
neſs at the moment of the late adjournment of the 
houſe of aſſembly. 

© It is only upon my giving an aſſurance, that 
martial law will be taken off as ſoon as the party 
act ſhall paſs, that I can hope to carry the queſtion, 
at the next council of war, of continuing martial 
law. 

Under theſe circumſtances, we muſt look for. 
ward to the application of the regular forces, when 
the militia go to their homes. 

© I think it will take a conſiderable force to guard 


the maroon priſoners, The 17th Jight 
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and the 62d regiment may occupy Montego-Bay, 
Falmouth, and St. Anns. 

The 17th are to hold themſelves in readineſs 
to embark for St. Domingo, when they ſend ſhip- 
ping to receive them ; of which no gre is 
as yer made. 

The 83d regiment may gerupy the Maroon 
Town. 

© I ſhould be glad to know your wiſh as to the 

quartering the 1 3th light Nr on "kr" ar- 
rival. 
The 14th roginiont of light dragons are not 
to remain in this country, if quiet is reſtored. If, 
however, the banditti of runaway ſlaves have gone 
down to Old Woman's Savanna, they muſt occupy 
poſts in that neighbourhood ; the country that lies 
behind it I believe never was explored. ' 

© I beg that you will order a liſt to be taken of 
all tools and implements, and alfo what un to 
the hoſpital, ſuch as cradles. 

Should freſh diſturbances break out, we wat 
meet them anew ; but there is no alternative at 
prefent, but the militia going home, and the fur- 
niſhing of the guards over the maroons to be done 
by the regular troops. 

© Theſe are my preſent ſentiments ; if you ; with 
for any particular diſpoſition of the troops, be ſo 
good as to let me know. 

. The moment the party act ſhall paſs, I ſhall 


give 


L WI 

give you notice of it, „ 
move. 2 
STEW am, &s. Oe. | Bazakkuds? 
© February 20th, 2796, 
F un mejor-gnral Cy” 0 
N No. 10, 

3 « DAR $1R, | ; 

© I have heard that ſome 8 
permitted to go from Montego-Bay to Falmouth 
(to the great offence of the country) unguarded. 
I wiſh you would ſend immediately a ſtrong party 
of regular troops, to relieye the militia in the duty 
of guarding theſe priſoners. I think the detach- 
ment of the 17th light dragoons would do this duty 
properly; and they will be then ready to embark. 
I requeſt that you will give them the ſtricteſt 
orders to keep the ſtricteſt guard over them ; and 
that this detachment is to be reſponſible that no 
eſcape ſhall be attempted ; for which purpole each 
centinel is to have his piece loaded. 

Fou will no doubt take effectual means to & 
cure all arms and ammunition, by ſending it back, 
or ſecuring it at the Old Town. 

© Yours, Se. BALCARRES.” | 
* King's bouſe, February 29th, 1796. 
1 Honourable major-general oo na | 


No. 11, 
Sin, 988 
It was found neceſſary in Weſtmorland, at the 
beginning of the Trelawny maroon rebellion, to 
ſecure 
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N 
ſerure the perſons of all theſe maroont who reſided 
in Weſtmorland. 

As this is a meaſure which the Gafcey of the 
country required, and it appearing that nearly the 
whole of theſe maroons, ſo reſiding in Weſtmorland, 
had no connection with the rebel town, there can 
be no reaſon for keeping theſe people in confine. 


ment ; they may therefore be enlarged and per- 


mitted to return to their homes. 
© ] have the honour to be your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, BaALcARRESs. 


© Kiny's bouſe, 25th February, 1796, 
© Colonel Lawrence, Weſtmorland.” 
No, 12. 
Sm, 

This country is extremely alarmed at the cir- 
cumſtance of ſeveral of the maroon prifoners hav- 
ing been ſeen at St. Ann's, going at large without 
* 1 beg chat no relaxation may take place, 
reſpecting guarding againſt all poſſible eſcape of any 
of theſe maroons. 

I have the honour to be, fir, your moſt obe- 
dient humble ſervant, BALCARRES,” 

* King's houſe, March 4th, 1796. 
$ Golonel Roſe, or officer commanding at St. Aun's * 


No. 13. 
Old Maroon Town, March 4th, 1756 
© My DAR LORD, 


J arrived here but this day, having ſtopped 
6 yeſterday 


17 1 


yeſterday to reſt myſelf. I have only to fay that 
your lordſhip's orders, as contained in your dif- 
ferent dyſpatches, ſhall be executed without delay. 
The 17th ſhall march the day aſter to-morrow, 
for Montego Bay. I am ſorry to learn what has 
happened; but I hope it has been miſtated to your 
lordſhip, as I know not of any maroon, except 
Smith's family, that have paſſed that way; and as 
I] was here for ſome days after, without hearing 
any complaint in my correſpondence with colonel 
Bell, but the contrary, I ſhall cruſt that the repre- 
ſentation is not what your lordſhip apprehends to 
be the caſe. I have been obliged to bring my 
own letter from St. Elizabeth, there being no con- 
veyance from thence to town direct, except on 


poſts-days. 
I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient, G. WaLeoLs.” 


I underſtand that thoſe maroons now out have 
ſaid, that they do not ever mean . 
this we ſhall ſee.” 


No. 14. 
© Sir, King's houſe, 4th March, wok 

Every perſon here is alarmed in the higheft 
degree, as they underftand that ſome of the maroon 
priſoners, under your charge, have been ſeen near 
Falmouth, even without a guard. 

© I muſt entreat that you do give immediately 
the ſtricteſt orders, as to the thoroughly guarding 
theſe priſoners; and I truſt you will conſider the 
weight 


C7 £ 
weight of reſponſibility that unqueſtionably lies 
upon yourſelf alone; that ſuch guards and cenlinels 
be placed as to prevent the poſſibility of any of them 
effetting their eſcape. | | 

Tours, BalcARRES.“ 
c Major- general Palmer. ö 


No. 15. 
© My DEAR LORD, March gib, 1796. 


© The incloſed I ſend with all ſpeed to your 
lordſhip; and give you joy of having again the 
opportunity of finally and effectually terminating 
the rebellion. 

The letter is written in ſo much hurry as 
not to admit of giving any detail ; but the affair I 
believe to be this : That the maroons, finding that 
we could get at them, ſent forward Shawe, whilſt 
the others were conveying, as well as they could, 
their families from the dogs. Nothing but the ex- 
hauſted ſtate of both the detachment and dogs 
would have prevailed, I am confident, on either the 
Spaniards or the 1 3th, to have continued the pur- 
ſuit ; but-I fear there was no conquering the want 
of water ; for nearly three days, I was a witneſs to 
it; and my reaſons, under thoſe circumſtances, for 
permitting the detachment to go forward, your 
lordſhip is already in poſſeſſion of. 

I ſhall grant lives only. I have been too ſcanda- 


louſly traduced already, to exert my judgment for 


the public good, notwithſtanding your lordſhip's 
| | ratification 


{ 79 ] 

ratification of the terms heretofore granted. I ſhall 
endeayour to keep the matter afloat till I may be 
honoured with your lordſhip's commands; for I can- 
not but apprehend that they may make ſome effort 

to get to windward, deſperate as it may appear, 
ſhould they be dealt with too rigidly in their 
conceptions. 

* I hope that the country will not loſe the oppor- 

"I'S have the honour to be: your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient, - SG. WauroLe,? 


. © Dear SIR, 


In your letter of the 5th :nſtant,. y you write me 
that you have been too ſcandalouſly traduced al- 
ready, to exert your judgment for the public good, 
notwithſtanding my ratification of the terms hereto- 
fore granted. | 

© This I do know, that all public men every where 
will be traduced by reſtleſs and violent characters ; 
but my ratifying the treaty which you figned ſuffi- 
ciently marks the ſupport which J gave to that 
meaſure ; and the reſpectable council that adviſed 
me to ratify it, bears you out as well as myſelf. The 
ſame council expreſſed themſelves in clear terms, 
as to the aſſurance you gave the maroons, that they 
ſhould not be ſent off the iſland ; and it ſtands on 
the minutes taken at that council, That, provided 
the maroons performed the 1ſt and ad articles of 
the treaty, that the ſecret articles ſhould be com- 
plied with. | 

| © Every 
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+ Every man, however, will form his own opinion 

as to. thoſe two points: Firſt, Whether or not the 
treaty is a wiſe one ; Secondly, If it has been per- 
formed. It now lies before the aſſembly, as well 
as our correſpondence upon it, from the period of 
colonel Hull's action to the moment of the maroons 
coming in, incluſive, and alſo my! letter dated ad of 
February. 

© In regard to the third article of the treaty, it 
ſtands upon a matter of fact, to eſtabliſh, whether 
the runaways were ſurrendered, agreeable to that 
article or not. Eg 

© As to the firſt and ſecond articles, my mind is 
made up upon the ſubject; and my opinion is, that 
if force had not been ſent out againſt them, in con- 
formity to my orders of the 14th of January, iſſued 
in conſequence of my receiving your letter of that 
date, they would not have come in at all. 

© But from the high ſituation which you have 
filled, from the intercourſe and converſations you 
have had with theſe maroons, and, above all, that 
theſe unhappy people may have every circuinſtance 
adduced to the aſſembly that can operate in their 
favour, it may be fair and right in you to give an 
opinion, if you are fo inclined, how far, in your 
conception, theſe people have complied with the 
articles of that treaty. 

© I am perfectly aware, and ſhall hold in my 
recollection, the favourable opinion you have of the 
Smiths and Johnſtone ; and I ſhall repreſent it to 
the aſſembly at a proper time, Whatever opinions 
| we 
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10 a hold reſpedting the treaty, we are united 
by the ſentiment of bringing the bulineſs before the 
public in the fulleſt and faireſt manner; and if che 
ſtate of the war can permit of your abſence, I 
could wiſh you here, that we might do it in con- 
Junction. 
I Qviſn to make a N upon the firſt part of 
your letter of the 5th, which runs in theſe words: 
© T give you joy of having again the opportunity 
- finally and effectually terminacing the rebet- 
on. 55 f 
c This, I preſume, alludes to the W 
of your wiſhing to keep the maroon priſoners at the 
Maroon Town, inſtead of ſending them to the coaſt. 
T really cannot ſtate this to have been a difference of 
opinion between yourſelf and mt ; and I am free to 
confeſs that their remaining in that ſituation might 
have been an inducement for thoſe ſtill out to — 
come in. But I chought it was playing too deep 
à game; and if the maroons had given us the flip, 
1 2855 have had a dreadful reckoning to account 


= 
vn 
- to the king, t this country, and my own tranquil | [ 
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F lity of mind. - 

? Ali, He. Se | Batcanns,! 

: Std. March 9) 4 796. 

: * Howuroble major-general Walpole? l 

| No. 16. 
My bra fond, ' March 11th, 1158 


I have this moment yours! oy 0. think | it bs the 
gth of March, N 


G © I end 


[ 82 * : 

I dend you a private letter; make whit uſe of 
it you pleaſe. I have no objection to its being 
ſhewn and canvaſſed ; indeed, I fear that you have 
been in ſome points deceived, The maroons 
would make out a ſtronger caſe, from what paſſes 
by my ear very often, than is imagined. Many of 
them ſay, that the rebellion of—60 would not have 
been quelled but for them; there are ſome of them 
here who were wounded in that event: Indeed, my 
dear lord, had there been ſuch a body at St. Do- 
mingo, the brigands never would have riſen. - This 
may look like being an advocate; but it is my 
honeſt opinion. If Palmer and Parkinſon ſhould 
refuſe the terms, which I think they will, you never 
will conquer them. I ſhall offer the terms, and 
there leave the matter. 

© I will not, nor ſhall any thing induce me, avail 
myſelf of that reliance which I ſee they have in me, 
until I am certain that no deceit is intended. I will 
not be acceſſary to ſo foul a crime. 
Could not a company of rangers be formed 
from them, agreeable to the hints which I once laid 
before you, and the reſt diſperſed about as free citi- 
zens, like the people of colour. 

© Johnſtone ſet out this morning, with D. Shaw, 
T. Harding, and Bucknor. I do not expect them 
back till the I 9th. 

© Content yourſelf, my lord, with this reflection: 
That the iſland, by firmneſs and humanity together, 


has been ſaved, without a ſingle cane deſtroyed ; and 
| | at 
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at a time when the Saves were ſet -agog by Mr. Wil, 
ber force. 
. -© T-have the honour to be, in haſte, your lord- 
* $ mo. faithful and obedient, 
| | G. Warrorz. 
_ One word as to the freedom allowed the ma- 
roons; Montego-Bay barrack is not ſecure; it is beſt 
tmerefore not to ſeem to miſtruſt them.” 


[Private] March 11th, 1796. 
© My DEAR LORD, 
© I muſt trouble your lordſhip with a few words 


in privacy and confidence. 
For ſome days paſt, I have been in a ſtate of 
conſiderable uneaſineſs at a report, which ſeems to 


gain ground, that the legiſlature mean to infringe the 


capitulation accepted by me and ratified by your 
lordſhip. 

© My lord, to be plain with you, it was through 
my means alone that the maroons were induced to 
ſurrender, from a reliance which they had in my 
word, from a conviction impreſſed upon them by 
me that the white people would never break their 
faith. 

All theſe things ſtrongly call upon me, as the 
inſtrumental agent in this buſineſs, to ſee a due ob- 
ſervance of the terms, or, in caſe of violation, to 
reſign my command ; and if that ſhould not be 


accepted, to declare the facts to the world, and to 
leave them to judge how far I ought or ought not to 


be implicated in the guilt and infamy of ſuch a pro- 
ceeding. So much the more ſtrong is this call upon 
G 2 me, 
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me, 45 there vas no occaſion to ratify the terms: 
for your lordſhip will well recollect, that I rod you 
at Caltte-Wemyfs, that the time appointed by me 
for fulfilling them was expired, and the terms 
therefore null and void; but your lordſhip then 
thought, rhat there was fo mich of advantage to the 
country in thoſe terms, that it would be beſt not to 
give them vp. 

© As the great object of the war is now declared 
to be accompliſhed, I ſhall ſhortly ſolicit your lord- 
ſhip for permiſſion to return to England, with an 
intention to retire from the ſervice. 

© I am your lordſhip's moſt faithful and obe- 
dient, G. WaLeoLs.' 

Earl nt Sc. Sc. Sc. 


© DEAR six, 

I am honoured by both your letters of March 
11th. If I had not looked upon the treaty ſigned by 
you as advantageous to the country, under the exiſt- 
ing circumſtances, I never would have ratified itz But 
the country has a right to every advantage which 
that treaty affords it ; and I am decidedly of opi- 
nion, that if the terms of the treaty have been 
complicd wit by the maroons, that the country is 
bound in honour not to ſend them off the iſland. 
So far I go with you, and fo far I will ſupport you; 
but, I ſhall certainly leave it with the legiſlature to 
decide, whether that treaty has been obſerved, or 

not: Indeed, they will decide that for thenaſelves, 
28 à matter of right inherent in them. Fen 
6 A 


| 
| 
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All I can fay is, that I haye not the ſ{imallet 
light upon what their deciſion will be bat I aſſu 
you, thoſe ſtrong ſentiments. which you, have ex- 
preſſed relative to thoſe maroons ſhall fairly he can- 
vaſſed. I do not enter into what the country in its 
wiſdom ought to do. I feel we have done our duty 
as ſoldiers: The executive power, in my perſon, 
has amply ſupported you, by ratifying the treaty 
which you acceded to. 

© But, in a political conſideratĩon of this ſubject, 
the country will not be guided either by your poli- 
tics or mine. There is a word in your ſaſt letters, 
namely, capitulation, is uſed inſtead of» zreaty : It 
has always hitherto been mentioned as a/ treaty; 
perhaps it may be a diſtinction without a difference. 
Be it hat it may, I look upon my reſponſibility to 
the public as equally committed]; for ſurely, if there 
is any thing upon earth in which a legiſlature has a 
right to exerciſe its judgment, it is internal rebellion. 
Under the whole circumſtances of the caſe, you 
have done extremely right in with- holding any 
offer to the rebel maroons ſtill out, excepting lives, 
and their being placed exactly in the ſame ſituation, and 10 


ſhare the fate, whatever it may be, of the maroon priſoners 


now in our poſſeſſion. I cannot offer them more, 
until the ſentiments ofthe legiſlature reſpecting thoſe 
now in ſhould be communicated to me. 

In reſpect to your going home, I ſhall be ex- 
tremely happy in doing whatever may be agreeable 
10 yourſelf in this point : But I regret your deter- 

2-2 mination 


86 J 
mination of quitting the ſervice, in which you are 
fo well advanced. 
© | have the honour to remain, very ſincerely, 
youn BALCARRES.” 
| King's houſe, 16 March, 1796. 
Eur. Mr; general Walpole.” 


No. 17. 1 
My ond, March 13th, 1796. 
I have this moment the honour of your lord- 
ſhip's. diſpatches of the 10th, one number 2, the 
other not af any number, but incloſing a meſſage 
from the aſſembly. | 
I I apprehend a variety of opinion may ariſe 
upon the third article: A vaſt number, I believe, 
of runaways are out; but Johnſtone and Smith 
have frequently aſſured me, that, the maroons once 
in, no difficulty would ariſe as to the others. I 
underſtand that David Shaw has mentioned, that, 
as a preparatory ſtep towards ſecuring the runa- 
ways, they have taken the fire arms from them. 
By the way, the ſecond article implies the whole of 
the ſecret article, 
© Your lorcſhip has, I well know, been of opi- 
nion, that the force ſent out 0:1 the 14th induced 
the maroons to come in. I think not; and my 
opinion is grounded on this fact, that | met the ma- 
Toons, about half a mile from the advanced poſt, 
coming in wich loads on their backs of clothes and 
children. They mult therefore have moved more 
than 
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(8, 1 
than half way the day T3. and certainly no one 
knew of my motions here. A maroon of the name 
of Heath turned on hearing the dogs, and went to 
Palmer and Parkinſon; and told them that a trap. 
was laid, and the dogs ſent round im a different direc- 
tion. Johnſtont'came up to me, ſome time after 
in the day, and informed, that this had been juſt 
told him; adding, that if I had left him to his own 
direction, he would have remained till he had ſeen 
every one of them out, but that he came be- 
fore, having heard (which was true enough) that 
I had ſaid, that if he came the reſt would come 
a | 
© The wiſdom of the treaty cannot be much 
doubted, as treble the number of troops would not 
have brought in ſo many maroons in twelve months 
more. Your lordſhip will permit me to obſerve, 
that the opinions of the field-officers on the ſpot 
have never differed. - | 
It was not ſo much the ſending the maroons 
from hence, as the time of doing it, that I with- 
ſtood, I wiſhed to have had the opportunity to 
have been taken when I might ſee it beſt. The 
laſt party I was very averſe to ſending .away ; it 
conſiſted of 24 men, compoſed in a great meaſure 
of the families of Smith and Johnſtone. John- 
ſtone was deſirous to ſtay, he ſaid, with me; and T 
had aſſured him of ſo much being done; and I well 
knew what effect the ſending him away under a 
guard would have, if perceived from the hills. 1 
have to thank your lordſhip for your great attention 
G 4 - to 
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to.me, and giving yourſelf fo. much. woche im 
explain your ſentiments to me: I only aim = 
an honeſt diſcharge of my duty. 1 am anxious ta 
keep my faith with thoſe maroons now ſurrendered. 
Sure J am, that Jamaica has been ſaved, by the 
terms of ſurrender, and that the not adhering ta 
them may be productive, one day or other, of the 
loſs of the colony. 

I have the honour to 38. with all dckeroncs. 
your lordſhip's moſt faithful and obedient, 

G. WALPOLE. 

© If your lordſhip witkbs for my attendance in 
Spaniſh-Town, I ſhall ſet out, if nothing material 
occurs, on the 19th or 20th, 
Should your lordſhip not find my attendance 
neceſlary, you will have the goodneſs to let me 
know of it. 


No. 18. 
© SIR, St. Ann, March 14th, 1796. 
A detachment of the 62d regiment, conſiſting 
of one captain, three ſerjeants, and forty-nine rank 
and file, arrived here at eight o'clock yeſterday morn- 
ing; and, in obedience to the governor's orders 
which came to my hands (as the commanding 
officer at St. Ann) I delivered the maroon priſoners, 
and runaways, at five o'clock yeſterday afternoon, 
to captain Daly, who commanded the detachment, 
and took his receipt for them; a copy of which 1s 
at foot, 
I have diſmiſſed the militia until further orders, 
agreeable to his lordſhip” s directions. 
* ] haye 
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1 bare che honour to be, fir, your obedient 
ſervant, By JanxINs, K col. St. Amis reg. 


ce Received, March 1 3th, 1796, as priſoners in 


the St. Ann's barrack, from lieut. col. Jenkins, 
one hundred and ſixty maroons (in which are in- 


cluded the runaways), all in good health, excepting | 


two perſons named Sukey and Lawſon, 


(Signed) Hvar. Rp. Da, * 
i Col. Roſe, Sourhpela, 


No. 19. 
© Dean zn, 
The Iris muſt take on board the maroon 
men at Falmouth, ſay — 8 
624 regt. troops to guard them - - | = | 9 


The Iris muſt then drop down to Montego- 
Bay, and take on board the maroon men, 


about 8 - - 51 
Boys, ditto — — — 2 5 4 
bad regt. the troops Dal „ „ 

Total E.. 


Excluſive of the officers, c. 
The Thomas muſt go to St. Ann's, and take 
on board maroon men, about 


Maroon boys, ditto - «- 12 
Runaways, ditto = - - - 46 


E 1 


Boys, ditto - - | 4 =_ 16 
Troops, 62d regt. ditto 3 
| n 
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« The other veſſels are the Mercury, the Barbara, 
and the Conqueſt ; which three veſſels will take all 
the women and children. It may be in your power 
perhaps to make one of theſe three veſſels work up 
to St. Ann s, if ſhe can work to wind ward better 
than the Thomas, and there receive the troops and 
maroons, which ſhe can Oliver on en the vw 
mas at ſea, + 

© It is not eaſy to give * . poſitive 
and preciſe to reach the different circumſtances at- 
tending this embarkation ; and the more fo, as the 
three privateer veſſels, or ſome of them, may be 
cruiſing ; but Mr. Gillies will give you every infor- 
mation. The veſſels allotted for this ſervice are, 
the Mercury, Conqueſt, Barbara, Iris, and Thomas, 
in which all the maroons, the runaways, and 624 
regiment, are to be embarked, and to proceed to 
Port-Royal. Should you not have it in your 
power to ſend all, by reafon of the cruiſers not be- 
ing got at, you will ſend all the males in preference 
to the females, and the cruifers will take the wo- 
men whenever there is an opportunity of giving 
them orders to receive theſe women on board. 

* Theſe veſſels muſt be victualled proper for the 
ſervice they are going upon. The whole ought 
to collect, and fail together. 

© You are now in poſſeſſion of the outlines of 
my ſentiments; and, that you may perform this 
very eſſential ſervice to your country, I muſt en- 
treat that you will be ſo good as to accept of being 
ſole 
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111 
ſole commiſſioner for the embarkation and Ailing of 
thoſe people. K 
I ſend you a commiſſion accordingly ; and be- 
lieve me to be, Sc. Sc. Sc. 


. Deen 
© King's houſe, March 16th, 1796. 


* Perhaps you had as well let the Iris go down 
before you declare your powers, or our inten- 


tions. | 
© James Galloway, efquire, by aimouth, 1 


* By his honour the right honourable ALtxanper 
earl of BALCARRES, lieutenant-governor and 
commander in chief of his majeſty's iſland of 
Jamaica, &c. Os. Sc. 

© Whereas I have thought fit to appoint James 

Galloway, eſquire, to be the ſole commiſſioner for 
the purpoſe of embarking all the maroons and 624 
regiment on board the veſſels Iris, Thomas, Mer- 
cury, Conqueſt, and Barbara: 

I hereby require and order all officers having 

the charge of theſe maroons to. cauſe them to be 


N 


embarked, at the requiſition of the ſaid commiſ- 


ſioner James Galloway, eſquire. 

I direct the different detachments of the 62d 
regiment, now doing duty over the maroons, to 
embark according to the allotment of the ſaid com- 
miſſioner to each veſſel, and on the day which he 


ſhall name: 
That 


[ 92 1 


That the ſeveral detachments of the Gad regi · 

ment are reſponſible for the ſafe delivery of choſe 
mardons to captain Dobbin, of Fort- Auguſta. 

That all the commiſſioners for the ſeveral pa- 
riſhes ate required to be aiding and aſſiſting for the 
due victualling, Ec. of the veſſels; and hereby autho- 
rize the ſaid commiſſioner James Galloway, eſquire, 
to give what orders he thinks beſt ſuited to the nature 
of the ſervice, to the five captains of the five above- 
mentioned veſſels, and eſpecially that he may name 
one of them to command the whole; who will report 
on his arrival at Port-Royal, both to the officer 
commanding the royal navy and alſo to captain 
Bingham of his majelty's ſhip Jamaica. 

] do hereby appoint the faid James Galloway, 
efquire, to be the ſale commiſſioner for the above 
7 | 

Gruen under my hand and ſeal at arms, at St, 
Jago de la Vega, the 16h day of March, 
Annogue Domini, 1796. BALCARRES,” 


No. 20. 

© My 10RD, March 17th, 1796. 

© Four maroons, diſpatched by Johnſtone, ar- 
fived yeſterday, with a meſſage to inform me, that 
he was on his way to me with the whole remaining 
Seay of the maroons, and, if I am not miſinformed, 
of the runaways alſo. Whether this is to ſurren- 
der, or whether it is meant ff to be a confer- 
ce, cannot aſcertain till they arrive. 

© Your lordſhip will no doubt view; the conduct 
of Johnſtone, in this latter buſineſs particularly, in 


a very meritorious light, Fhe names of thoſe who 
accompanied 
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accompanied bim and afifted on the exprdicon ure 
as per margin. 


* I have the honour to be your lordlkig'e maſt 
faithful ſervant, 


© T. Harding, S. Waters” 
© Ruckmuor, | 
D. Shaw.” 

No. 21. | 
Mr DEAR Loxd, March a i, 1798. 


| © I cannot be with you ſo ſoon as I could wiſh. 
The maroons now in the woods are thirteen in num: 
ber: 1 have expected them yeſterday and this day. 
Ic ſeems that theſe were out huating wild hog s; and 
Johnſtone, cager to bring out as many as he could, 
would not wait, but left ſome of the women to tell 
theſe, at their return, what had happened, | 
© Parkinſon ſays, that I may rely on their ſurren- 
der ; and ſo ſure is he of it, that he left his wife and 
1 behind him. He deſired to ſend in two of 
his patty, but did not wiſh to go himſelf. As ſoon as 
the whole arrive, I ſhall ſend them down to Men- 
tego-Bay under the non- commiſſioned officer of 
the 16th, and ten men of the 17th dragoons, wham 
I was obliged to detain here. The x 1th may as wel 
temain at Nane till their embaxkation . fur 


Ear 

he maroons I perceive coming in at this ine 
ſtant. The fire-arms brought in by Parkiaſaz's 
party are forty- four. The number of #:aroons, ir- 


fix bearing arms. 
© Mr. 
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© Mr. Gallimore's fuſee I ſhall return to his 
friends, at their requeſt. 
I hope to leave this place on Thurſday * 
Spaniſh- Town. 

© I thank your lordſhip for acceding to my 
wiſhes reſpecting my going home; and ſhall prepare 
to go by the next fleet: As to my remaining in the 
army, the candidates who ſtand before me are 
too numerous to allow me any very ſanguine hopes | 
of preferment. | 

© I have not ſpoken to Skinner on the matter ; 
but if he went home with your lordſhip's diſpatches, 
it might perhaps ſecure his local rank to him in Eu- 
rope; but that may be done otherwiſe: Although he 
has not been actually engaged, he has been of the 

moſt material ſervice. I ſee very clearly, that when 
it comes to hard work, he is an officer to be de- 
pended upon. 
I T have the honour to be your lordſhip s moſt 
faithful and obedient, 
G. WALPOLE.” 


© T could wiſh your lordſhip would obtain per- 
miſſion for Charles Samuels, a maroon, brother to 
Smith, to remain with me, k 


© Bowen Harding cannot be removed, on account 
of his wound ; and I ſhall allow his brother to re- 
main here with him, 


G. W. 


No. 22. 


- 


* 9s 1 
No. 22. | | 
© My Lord, | ' Falmouth, cath 1 
© | had the honour of your lordſhip's letter of 


I6th inſtant, with the commiſſion and instruction 
relative to the maroons. 

J take the liberty of aſſuring your lordſhip, 
that no exertion ſhall be wanting'on my part, to 
complete that ſervice according to your res. A 3 


with, 


8 Mr. Gen is juſt arrived here from the O14 
Maroon Town, and ſays the whole of the maroons 
and runaways are come in: This is fortunate ; it 
will enable the whole to be ſent round together. 

The Iris and Thomas were ſeen this morning 
off Montego Bay, and may be expected here to- 


Morrow. 


I have the honour to de your lordſhip! S very 
faithful and obedient ſervant, . 
James 1 
Non ai | | 
© My DEAR LORD, March 224, 1796. 
I have this moment received your letters No. 1, 
2, and 3. 
As affairs are now ſo much altered, I think that 
I may as well go to Spaniſh Town: Indeed, ſhould 
I defer it, and the journey hereafter be neceſſary, 
I may then be without a conveyance, for my own 
horſes are ſtarved. | | 
© My wiſh to retire was, in a great degree, con- 
nected with a preſage which I had of future circum- 
ſtances 
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ſtances with regard to the maroons ; perhaps thoſe 
may now be altered. 1 was fearful leſt it ſhould 
ſeem that I had drawn the maroons into a treaty 
which I knew was hereafter to be broken ; my re- 
fignation was meant to declare my entire 1griorance 
of ſuch an intention; private reaſons might alſo 
operate in ſome degree, but they would not have 
prevailed alone. 

© I remain your lord{hip's mot faithful and obe- 
dient, G. WaLPoLs, 


No. 24. 


© My LoRD, Falmouth, 234 March, 1796. 
© T have juſt received information from Mr. Gil- 
hes, that brig Conqueſt has not been heard of for 
theſe ten days ; that the Mercury is in Montego 
Bay, ſhort of hands; the Iris and Thomas have 
not yet made their appearance. From the addi- 
tional number of maroons and runaways come in, 
there will be much deficiency in the ſhipping to 
carry them round. I therefore take the liberty of 
ſubmitting to your lordſhip's confideration the 
moving of thoſe at St. Ann's by land, unleſs ſome 
other veſſel could be had for them. 
© I have the honour to be your lordſhip's moſt 
faithful and obedient ſervant, J. AMES GatLowar, 


Tnuxspav, 24th March, 1796. 


Ordered, That the following meſſge be ſent to 
« My 
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i honours, + — 
Me are ordered by the houſe to POL you, 
that there being matters on buſineſs of the utmoſt 
importance to this iſland before the houſe, they de- 
fire you will appoint a ſpecial ſecret committee of 
your board, to join a ſpecial ſecret committee of 
the houſe in a free conference on ſuch matters; 
and, if your honours agree thereto, you will be 
pleaſed to apporit your number, time, and place. 

Ordered, That Mr. Redwood and Mr. Wedder- 
burn be a committee to carry the above meſſage to 
the council; who returning, reported the delivery 
thereof, | 

N meſſage from the council, by their clerk, = 
folly: ds 

e My. Healer 

© [ am commanded by the council to acquaint the 
houſe, in anſwer to their meſſage of this day, that 
they agree to the free conference therein propoſed, 
and have appointed three of their board to be a 
ſpecial ſecret committee, to join a ſpecial ſecret com- 
mittee of the houſe for that purpoſe, on Wedneſday 
next, at twelve o'clock, in the council-chamber.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray, Mr. Wedderburn, 
Mr. Vaughan, Mr. Redwood, Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. 
Chief Juſtice, Mr. Shirley, Mr. Edwards, and Mr. 
M*Lean, be a committee to manage the ſaid free 
conference, 

Ordered, That the lent of this houſe do atrend 
at the ſaid free conference, with all ſuch-papers and 


documents as may be neceſſary. 
H Ordered, 


N 


Ordered, That the committee appointed to meet 
2 committee of the council, in a free conference, do 
lay before the houſe all ſuch evidence or informa- 
tion on which they may ground their report, that 
has not yet been laid before the houſe. 


WepREsDaY, 20th April, 1796. 


Mr. Murray, from the ſpecial ſecret committee 
appointed to join a ſpecial ſecret committee of the 
council, in a free conference on matters of buſineſs 
of the utmoſt importance to the iſland, reported, 

That both committees accordingly met; and his 
honour the lieutenant-governor's meſſage of the ad 
day of March laſt, and the papers therewith ſent, 
and his honour's meſſage of the 23d March laſt, and - 
the papers therewith ſent, alſo a petition of ſundry 
perſons known under the denomination of maroons, 
preſented to the houſe on the 3oth day of Novem- 
ber laſt, and alſo his honour's meſſage of the 3d 
day of December laſt, and the petition of the Tre- 
lawny maroons then in Kingſton barracks, there- 
with ſent, were ſeverally read; and alſo an extract 
of a letter from his grace the duke of Portland to 
his honour the lieutenant-governor, to the ſaid re- 
port reſpectively annexed, having been laid before 
the joint committee by his honour, the ſame were 

alſo ſeverally read : And that the joint committee 
having propoſed certain queſtions in writing to his 
honour the lieutenant-governor, which queſtions and 
his honour's anſwers thereto are to the faid report 

annexed, 
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annexed, the joint committee 9 came to 
the following reſolutions: | 


_ Tf. That it is the opinion of the j Nes 
tee, that all runaway ſlaves, who joined the. Tre» 
lawny maroons in rebellion, 2 to be WE 
according to law. N 

2d. That it is the opinion of the j joing commit- 
tee, that all perſons of free condition, who joined 
the rebels, ought to be dealt with according to 
law. 

34. That it is the opinion of the j joint commit- 
tee, that the thirty-one maroons who ſurrendered 
at Vaughansfield, under the proclamation of the 
8th of Auguſt, together with the ſix deputies taken 
up at St. Ann's, having come in before any actual 
boſlilities commenced, ſhould be ſent off the iſland, 
and ſome e provided for them in another 
country. 

4th. Thar i it is 4 opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that Smith, Dunbar, and Williams, with their 
wives and children, and the two boys who came in 
on the 1ſt of Jamukry, are entitled to the benefit of 
the treaty. 

5th. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that all the maroons who are confined in King- 
ſton, Falmouth, and elſewhere, that have petitioned 
the honourable houſe of aſſembly to be permitted 
to take the benefit of an act, paſſed in the year 
1791, intituled © An Act to repeal * An act for the 

1 better 
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better order and government of the negroes be- 
longing to the ſeveral negro-towns, and for pre- 
venting them from purchaſing of ſlaves; and for 
encouraging the ſaid negroes to go in purſuit of 
runaway ſlaves; and for other purpoſes therein 
mentioned; and for giving the maroon negroes 
further protection and ſecurity ; for Altering the 
mode of trial; and for other purpoſes,” not hav- 
ing been at any time in rebellion, be allowed to do 
ſo, according to the prayer of their petition. | 

6th. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that the maroons who petitioned: his honour 
the lieutenant-governor, on the 3d of November 
laſt (the thirty- one maroons who ſurrendered at 
Vaughansfield excepted) being alſo guiltleſs of any 
act of rebellion, be likewiſe admitted to take the 
benefit of the ſaid act. | 

7th. That it is the opinion of the j oine commit- 
tee, that all the maroons who ſurrendered after the 
firſt of January, and until the 1oth day of March 
laſt (within which period Johnſtone and his party 
came in), not having complied with the terms of 
the treaty, are not entitled to the benefit thereof, and 
ought to be ſhipped off the iſland; but the joint com- 
mittee are of opinion, that they ought to be ſent to 
à country in which they will be free, and ſuch as may 
be beſt calculated, by ſituation, to ſecure the iſland 
againſt the danger of their return; that they ought 
to be provided with ſuitable clothing and neceſſa- 
ries for the voyage, and maintained at the public 


expence 
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expence of - this. iſland for a reaſonable time after 
their arrival at the place of their deſtination. 

87h. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that Parkinſon and Palmer, and all the ma- 
roons who came in with them, are entitled to their 
lives only, but ought to be ſent off the iſland; and 
as their conduct was marked with aggravated guilt, 
they ought, in the manner of their being ſent off the 
iſland, to be dealt with more rigorouſly than thoſe 
in the claſs mentioned in the preceding reſolution. 

995. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
ree, that as there may be among the rebels a few 
who, by their repentance, ſervices, and good. beha- 
viour ſince their ſurrender, may have merited pro- 
tection and favour, that it be recommended to his | 
honour the lieutenant-governor to permit ſuch to 
remain in the iſland, together with their wives and | 
children; and to diſtinguiſh them by any other 
marks of favour, as his honour in his Uſcretion may 
think proper. 

10th, That it is the opinion of the Joint commit- 
tee, that the Hheutenant- governor, in complying with 
the matters mentioned and recommended in the 
preceding reſolutions, ſhould be fully indemnified 
at the public expence. 


Extract of a letter from his grace the duke of Portland 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor, referred to in 
the annexed report, dated Whitehall, $th Ye 
1796. 
© From the cordiality and zeal with which * 

militia and the inhabitants in general co- operate 
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with your lordſhip, I have no doubt of your being 
able to take ſuch meaſures againſt the maroons as 
will moſt ſpeedily and effectually tend to their re- 
duction. 

The very deferice which, from their local ſitu- 

ation and other cauſes, they have been able to make 
againſt a very ſuperior force, renders it eſſential 
that the iſland, in any terms which may be granted 
them, ſhould be ſecured againſt the poſſibility of a 
ſimilar inſurrection. 
„This will, I conceive, be beſt effected, firſt, by 
not reſtoring to them their diſtrict; and, ſecondly, 
by placing them in ſuch a ſituation within the 
iſland (if it cannot be done out of it, which would 
be preferable) as will, from its nature, incapaci- 
tate them from contriving further miſchief.” 


Queſtions propoſed to his honour the lieutenant-s governor, 
and his honour's anſwers thereto, referred to in the 
annexed report. 


: © Whether general Walpole, upon the ſur- 
render of Palmer and Parkinſon, and other ma- 
roons in their party, had promiſed any thing more 
than u of their lives? 

A. Lives only.“ 

9. © Upon what terms were Harvey and Wil- 
liams, the two brown men, received, and did they 
ſurrender in the character of maroons ?” 

A. © They ſurrendered as maroons, without any 
ſpecial conditions, and after January 1ſt,” 

. Were the runaways ſurrendered by the 


maroons, and were they received upon any expreſs 
terms? 


A, No 
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A. * No runaways have been ſurrendered by the 
maroons ; they came in in the character of ma- 
roons. l * 


Reſolved, That the conſideration of the above 
report be poſtponed until Saturday next. 


SATURDAY, 23d April, 1796. 


Reſolved, That the conſideration of the report 
from the ſpecial ſecret committee appointed to join 
a ſpecial ſecret committee of the council, in a free 
conference on matters of buſineſs of the utmoſt im- 
portance to this iſland, be further TY ung 
Wedneſday next. 


Tuvzsbar, 26th Arril, 1796. 
A meſſage from the ann as 
follows : , * 
« Mr. Speaker, 

« I am commanded by the * to e 
the houſe, that they have agreed to the report 
made by the chairman of their ſpecial ſecret com- 
mittee appointed to meet a ſpecial ſecret committee 
of the houſe, on matters of buſineſs of the urmoſt 
importance to this iſland,” . 

- Ordered, That the aboye meſſage do lie on the 
table, to be peruſed by the members. at 


WEDNESDAY, 27th April, 975. 


The order of che day for the taking into conſidera- 
tion the report from the ſpecial ſecret committee ap- 
H 4 pointed 
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pointed to join a ſpecial ſecret committee of the 
council, in a free conference on matters of buſineſs 
of the utmoſt importance to this iſland, being read; _ 
And the ſaid report being again read; 
* And a motion being made, that the houſe do 
agree thereto; 
The houſe divided : / 
The noes went forth: 


Hes, 21: Mr. Redwood, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Hal- 
fied, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Foulks, Mr. Cockburn, 
Mr. Roſs, Mr. Chief-Juſtice, Mr. Johnſtone, Mr. 
Taylor, Mr. Thompſon, Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. M Lean, 
Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. White, Mr. Vaughan, Mr. 
Murray, Mr. Chriſtie, Mr. P. Fuller, Mr. Shir- 
ley, and Mr. Edwards: 

Nees, 13 :—Mr. Quarrell, Mr. G. Fuller, Mr. 
Hodges, Mr. Galbraith, Mr. Fitch, Mr. Mathiſon, 
Mr. Woolfrys, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Grant, Mr. An- 
derſon, Mr. Gn. Mr. Henkel, and Mr. 
Deans: 

So it was reſolved in the affirmative. 


A motion being made, that the proceedings of 
the houſe this day, relative to the report from the 
ſpecial ſecret committee appointed to join a ſpecial 
ſecret committee of the council, in a free confer- 
ence on matters of buſineſs of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to this iſland, be publiſhed in the Royal Ga- 
zette, St. Jago Gazette, and Cornwall Chronicle, 
for one month; 

A debate thereon ariſing, and the aries being 
Pts it paſſed in the negative, 
| A motion 
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A motion being made, that a meſſage be ſent 
to the council, to acquaint their honours, that the 
houſe had agreed to the report made by the chair- 
man of the ſpecial ſecret committee appointed to 
join a ſpecial ſecret committee of the council, in a 
free conference on matters of buſineſs of the ut- 
moſt importance to this iſland; | 

A debate thereon ariſing, and the queſtion be- 
ing put, it was reſolved in the affirmative. + : 

Ordered, That the mY meſſage be ſent to 
the council; 

May it pleaſe your honours, 

« We are ordered by the houſe to acquaint you, 
that they have agreed to the report made by the 
chairman of their ſpecial ſecret committee ap- 
pointed to join a ſpecial ſecret committee of your 
board, in a free conference on matters of - buſineſs 
of the utmoſt importance to this iſland.?? - 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray and Mr. Wedder- 
burn be a commitree to carry the above meſſage 
to the council; who. returning, reported the deli- 
very thereof, 


Tnunsbav, 2845 April 1796. 


| Reſolved, That a clauſe be inſerted in the poll- 
tax bill for paying to the order of the commiſ- 
ſioners appointed by law for ſtating and ſettling the 
public accounts, a ſum or ſums not exceeding 
25,0001. in order to carry into effect the reſolu- 
tions of che joint committees of the council and 


2 


[ 106 J 


the aſſembly, agreed to by the houſe on the 27th 
inſtant. 

Reſolved, That a meſſage be ſent to his honour 
the lieutenant-governor, with a copy of the above 
reſolution, 


Faipay, 29th April, 1796. 


Ordered, That the following meſſage be ſent 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor : 

ce May it pleaſe your honour, 

« We are ordered by the houſe to wait on your 
honour, and to lay before you a copy of a reſolu- 
tion of the houſe of yeſterday.” 

Ordered, That Mr. Grant and Mr. Campbell 
be a committee to wait on his honour with the 
above meſſage ; who returning, reported the deli- 
very thereof. 

Reſolved, That the following meſſage be ſent 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor: 


« May it pleaſe your honour, i 
« We are ordered by the houſe to 
lay before your honour their reſolutions re- 


ſpecting matters of he utmoſt importance to this 
iſland. 
Ordered, That the following meſſage be ſent 
to the council: 
« May it pleaſe your honours, 
te The houſe having agreed on a meſſage to his 
honour the lieutenant-governor, we are ordered to 
8 lay 
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lay the ſame before your honours, and to defire 


your concurrence.” 


Ordered, That Mr. Murray and Mr. Wedder. 
burn be a committee to carry the above meſſage, 
and alſo the meſſage to his honour the lieutenant- 


governor, to the council ; who returning, reported 
the delivery thereof. 


A meſſage from the council by their clerk, as 
follows ; 
Mr. Speaker, 

&« I am commanded by the council to acquaint 
the houſe, that they have agreed to the meſlage 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor, ſent them 
this day by the houſe for their concurrence z and 
that they deſire the houſe will be pleaſed to fill it 
up accordingly.” 

Ordered, That Mr, Murray; Mr. Wed bern, 
Mr. Chief - Juſtice, Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. Edwards, 
Mr. Shirley, Mr. M Lean, Mr. Vaughan, and Mr. 
Redwood, be a committee to join a committee of 
the council, to wait on his honour the lieutenant- 
governor with the meſſage agreed to this day. 


Ordered, That the following meſſage be ſent to 


the council: 


« May it pleaſe your honours, 

« We are ordered by the houſe to acquaint you, 
that they have filled up the blanks with the words 
tc council and,” © of aſſembly,” and * joint,“ in the 
meſſage to his honour the heutenant- „ 
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able to your henour's meſſage of this day, and have 
appointed a committee to join a committee of your 
board, to wait on his honour the heutenant-goyer- 
nor with the ſame.” 

- Ordered, That Mr, M*Lean and Mr. Foulks be 
a committee to carry the above meſſage to the 
council; who returning, reported the delivery 
thereof. 85 


A meſſage from the council, by their clerk, as 

follows: 

cc My. Speaker, 

I am commanded by the council to acquaint 
the houſe, that agreeable to their meſſage of this day, 
they have appointed a committee of three of their 
board to join a committee of the houſe, to wait on 
his honour the lieutenant-governor with the joint 
meſſage immediately.“ 

Then the committee went up; and being re- 
turned, Mr. Murray, from the committee, reported, 
that the joint committee had waited on his honour 
the heutenant-governor with the joint meſſage ac- 
cordingly, | 


SUNDAY, I/ May, 1796. 


Ordered, That the following meſſage be ſent to 
his honour the lieutenant-governor : 
e May it pleaſe your honour, 
& We are ordered by the houſe to wait on your 
honour ; and to requeſt that you will be pleaſed to 
give 
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give orders for the diſmiſſion of the chaſſeurs and 


the dogs, the rebellion being now at an end. We 


cannot but take this opportunity of expreſſing our 


acknowledgments of the eminent advantages de- 


. rived by the importation of the. chaſſeurs and dogs, 


in compliance with the general wiſhes of the ifland: 


Nothing can be clearer, than that if they had been 
off the iſland, the rebels could not have been in- 
duced to ſurrender, from their almoſt ihacceſſible 
faſtneſſes. We are happy to have it in our power 


to ſay, that terror excited by the appearance of the 
dogs has been ſufficient to produce ſo fortunate an 


event; and we cannot but highly approve that at- 


tention to humanity ſo ſtrongly proved by their be- 


ing ordered in the rear of the army. 
Ordered, That Mr. Oſborn and Mr. Cuthbert 


be a committee to wait on his honour with the 


above meſſage; who returning, reported the deli- 


very thereof. 


(True extracts.) 


JAMES LEWIS, 
Clerk to the Aſſembly. 
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Aſhley, Collier, Hague, Aſhton, Shawe, Lee, the Dake of Bridgewater, &c. 


A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE ; 
Hnndreds of Salford, Blackhurne, Amounderneſe, Leyland, and Weſt Derbyſhire, 
m Lancaſhire; Cheſter, including Wrexham, and the Hundreds of Broxton, 
Namptwich, Eddiſbury, Bucklow, Northwich, and Macclesfield, in Cheſhire; 
in Derbyſhire, High Peak Hundred, Wirkſworth Wapentake, and Scarſdale 
Hundred. | | 
COMPREHENDING 
Mancheſter, Eccles, Aſhton-under-Lyne, Oldham, Royton, Middleton, Roch- 
dale, Ratcliffe, Bolton, Bury, Blackburne, Whalley, Haflingden, Burnley, 
Colne, Clitheroe, Ribcheſter, Preſton, Kirkham, Chorley, Leyland, Stan- 
diſh, Wigan, Leigh, Warrington, Winwick, Preſcott, Knowſley, Ormſkirk 
Walton, Liverpool, Chefter, Wrexham, Namptwich, Tarporley, Tarvin, 
Frodſham, Knutsford, Altringham, Northwich, Middlewich, Sandbach, 
* Congleton, Macelesfield, Stockport, Dukinfield, Mottram, Gloffip, Chappel- 
in-le-Frith, Tideſwell, Bakewell, Buxton, Caſtleton, Aſhbourn, Wirkſworth, 
- Matlock, Cheſterfield, Newcaftle, The Potteries, Leek, Sheffield; Barnftey, 
- - Huddersfield, Halifax, Bradford, Leeds, and Wakefield, [ 


„For the CharaQer of this Work, ſee the Analytical Review for November, 
1795, and the Britiſh Critic for May, June, and July, 1796. 
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